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usinessmen unhappy with 
ownsized Iraqi trade accord 


o s, 
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industry mc.vH ± By Ahmad Shaker 
: es at the Specia l to The Star 

™'aie ^ 2T MINISTER OF Trade and 
"■■pann* A r *Industry, AH Abu Ragheb, and 
Tn«;"f ( ^ s >oihei Jordanian officials are 
^ die importance of 

the downsizing of the bilateral 
-. trade accord between Jordan 
f and Iraq from $400 million to 
$220 million annually. Mr 
Abu Ragheb assured Jordani¬ 
ans that the decision is an eco¬ 
nomic and not a political one. 
He told The Star that the 
downsizing was agreed upon 
after contacts between Jorda¬ 
nian and Iraqi officials and 
I was approved jointly and that 
1 Iraq understands the financial 
; and technical causes of such a 
, move. He added that Iraq 
understands that Jordan could 
‘ not have continued the rela- 
; lionship under the previous 
accord. 

Ministry of Trade and 
Industry sources said Jordan 
; will continue to export food- 
. '! stuff and medicines to Iraq. 
~ 1 Mr Abu Ragheb revealed that 
j. Iraqi debts to Jordan have 
V\: reached $1,200 million which 
is a high figure for Jordan. 


4 


which has a foreign 
debt problem if its own. 

Iraq will continue to 
supply Jordan with its 
needs of crude oil, Mr 
Abu Ragheb said. 

But Jordanian indus¬ 
trialists reacted angrily 
to the latest agreement 
and said it will have a 
negative impact on the 
national economy and 
the land transport sector 
in particular. They 
called on officials to 
reconsider the decision. 

Jordan’s close eco¬ 
nomic ties with Iraq 
were always a cause of 
tension between Jordan 
and the United States, 
which called on Jordan 
recently to stop trading 
with Iraq. 

Meanwhile, the 
Iraqi dinar showed visible 
signs of improvement this 
week, while prices of basic 
commodities dropped slightly 
in Iraq, news agencies 
reported. These developments 
were attributed to Iraq's sud¬ 
den decision last week to 



Abu Ragheb 


accept UN Security Council 
resolution number 986 to sell 
limited quantities of oil under 
UN supervision to meet its 
humanitarian needs. Under that 
resolution Iraq will be allowed 
to sell $2 billion worth of oil 
every six months to cover its 


humanitarian needs. The reso¬ 
lution also allows Iraq to pump 
oil for export through the Iraq- 
Turkish oil pipeline. The reso¬ 
lution also calls for setting 
aside about 30 percent of oil 
revenues for the war reparation 
fund .and UN expenses. 

Under the resolution, oil 
deals require the sanctions 
committee's approval to make 
sure that prices are close to 
markeL prices, but revenues 
will be deposited in a third 
party account so that the UN 
can deduct its share for war 
reparations ilnd UN expenses. 

Iraq had always rejected the 
resolution as an infringement 
on its sovereignty, but last 
week it announced that it was 
ready to negotiate ways to 
implement it without prior 
conditions. 

Observers believe Baghdad 
will accept the resolution but 
after some changes, foremost 
of which is the rejection to 
deduct a share from the reve¬ 
nues to be given to the Kurdish 
areas of Iraq. If the oil for 
food deal is concluded it will 
be a breakthrough for Iraq. 


whose currency rallied this 
week in the Jordanian markeL 
One million Iraqi dinar was 
sold at JD 315 up from JD 260 
two weeks ago. On Wednesday 
the price rose to JD 400. in 
Baghdad, the dinar made a 
good comeback against the US 
dollar while commodity prices 
stabilized. One US dollar 
fetched 2.000 Iraqi dinars com¬ 
pared to 2,650 two days earlier. 
The Iraqi dinar fetched $3.2 
before Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, the price of one 
kilogram of rice fell from 
1.300 Iraqi dinar to 950, flour 
fell to 450 from 600 and sugar 
to 1,300 from 1,700. 

The Iraqi government is try¬ 
ing to absorb the surplus of 
Iraqi dinars by raising taxes 
and tariffs. There are rumors 
that the Iraqi government will 
soon announce a decision to 
reduce government ownership 
in mixed sectors from 51 per¬ 
cent to 25 percent to open the 
way to private capital to take 
over to support the Iraqi econ¬ 
omy. ■ 


Palestinian voters make 
clear they accept, however 
grudgingly, peace deal 
with Israel 


Jordanian prisoners abroad 
get a hearing at last 



Arafat celebrating his outstanding victory 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
AWAD ALI Hassan A1 Fao’ri, 
a Jordanian volunteer, joined 
, the revolution in Palestine in 
I 1948, at the age of 17, during 
I the battle of Abu Shosheb 
• between Arab defenders and. 
the Israelis. He was wounded 
and captured by the Israelis. In 
! 1950 his family was informed 
by Awad’s fellow prisoners 
' that their son was being held 
in an Israeli prison in Lyda. 

' In 1960, A1 Fao’ri's family 
in Jordan heard a message on 
I Israeli radio, saying "from 
i Awad to his family in Salt, I 
,'send you my greetings.’’ The 
same message was repeated in 
1975. His brother Mohammad 
went to the West Bank, and 
made inquiries about his 
brother to the Israeli police, 
and was told that they were 
holding a prisoner named 
Awad Ali Hassan. This was 
the same name as his 
brother's, but without the fam¬ 
ily name of Al Fao'ri. 

“1 went twice in 1975 and 
'77. and the Israelis did not 
cooperate with me. They even 
compb'caied my attempts,” 



Mohammad Fao'ri told The 
Star. "I am sure he is there, so 1 
hired an Israeli lawyer to fol¬ 
low up on the case, but 10 
years later, J found out that he 
was doing nothing and had 
cheated me all along.” 

There are no exact figures 


on the number of Jordanians in 
Israeli prisons, but some esti¬ 
mates stand at more than 24 
prisoners, apart from those who 
remain missing. 

Now Jordanian prisoners in 
Arab and foreign countries 


have finally found someone to 
respond to their cries of help. 

The Jordanian Lawyers 
Association tJLA). has taken 
the initiative to look into their 
cases, and is dealing with 
them in cooperation with its 


counterparts in countries where 
prisoners are held. 

Human rights activists claim 
that these prisoners were 
ignored by the concerned 
authorities, and by our embas¬ 
sies abroad 

"The Government must 
show more concern and com¬ 
pel our embassies to protect the 
interests of the Jordanian com¬ 
munity abroad," said Lawyer 
Asma Khader, a human rights 
activist and president of the 
Jordanian Women's Union. 
"Embassies must be provided 
with qualified staff in the field 
of human rights." 

Recently, the JLA has tried 
to get more information about 
these prisoners, with the coop¬ 
eration of the Ministry of For¬ 
eign Affairs, who help by con¬ 
tacting Jordanian embassies 
and consulates. 

“These prisoners are victims 
of political conflicts between 
different states. This issue 
demands a political decision 
that gives Jordanians the feel¬ 
ing that their Government cares 
about them," said Khader. 

Continued on page 2 


By Barton GeUman 

La Times-washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—By their over¬ 
whelming turnout and the land¬ 
slide victory they gave Yasser 
Arafat, Palestinian voters made 
clear Saturday that they accept, 
however grudgingly, the peace 
deal unfolding with Israel. 

Now, after nearly two years 
of provisional self-rule, they 
have the occasion to invent a 
form of government for them¬ 
selves. lire election gave them 
a chief executive—Arafat-— 
and an 88-seat council domi¬ 
nated by Arafat loyalists but 
there is no constitution to 
describe the division of pow¬ 
ers. In practice the balance will 
emerge from whatever compet¬ 
itive struggle now begins. 

Few Arafat-watchers sup¬ 
pose he will shed his long incli¬ 
nation to keep control over 
guns and money in his own 
firm grip. The question, then, 
boils down to whether the leg¬ 
islative council will have the 
will and wherewithal to say no 
to him from time to time. 

“This is a very new experi¬ 
ence, and so it is difficult to 
predict how members will per¬ 
form,’’ said Haider Abdel 
Shall, an Arafat critic and Pal¬ 


estinian elder statesman who 
won his seat on Saturday with 
more votes than any other leg¬ 
islative candidate. “I think the 
test will come when a confron¬ 
tation of views takes place 
between the president and 
council, to see whether mem¬ 
bers will think for 
themselves." 

Although Israel still retains 
supreme control of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the pri¬ 
mary effect of the ballot is to 
tighten Arafat’s grip on local 
power and give him a form of 
legitimacy he never had. Con¬ 
gratulatory phone calls poured 
in to his Gaza headquarters 
Monday. US Consul General 
Edward R. Abington, who vis¬ 
ited Arafat there, said their 
meeting was interrupted by 
calls from Nelson Mandela and 
the prime ministers of Turkey 
and Algeria. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that Arafat is going to be 
using the fact that he now has 
an elected council to 
strengthen his hand in negotia¬ 
tions with Israelis," Abington 
said. “He can claim he has a 
legitimate elected council 
which he has to pay attention 
to, in terras of their opinion, 
which is something the Israelis 


have used for years." 

There is at least the potential, 
Abington said, that the election 
will also place unaccustomed 
checks on Arafat’s power. "I 
think this is going to be an evo¬ 
lutionary process," he said. “I 
think there are people who will 
try to make fthe council) a 
meaningful body.” 

There are no doubt some leg¬ 
islators who are willing, in 
principle, to stand up to Arafat. 
Several are members of his 
Fatah party who ran as inde¬ 
pendents because he removed 
them from the party slate after 
they won spots in primary 
elections. 

Salah Taman, in Bethlehem, 
won twice as many voces as 
Arafat’s favored candidate 
there, Daoud Zeir. Asked 
whether Arafat had telephoned 
to congratulate him, Tamari 
replied, “No. but 1 also have yet 
to phone to congratulate him." 

A popular figure who now 
can claim an authentic mandate 
of his own, Tamari said in an 
interview he will not hesitate to 
vote against Arafat on ques¬ 
tions on which they disagree— 
such as the new president's pol¬ 
icy of collecting back taxes 

Continued on page 3 


Jumping on the media wagon 

TV stations mushroom in West Bank 
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By Amjad Tadros 

Special to The Star 
■ NABLUS—The northern West 
jBank city of Nablus might be 
} Smbous in the Arab World for 
and-soap, but these 
i^ys it is gaining another repu- 
topon of being the TV capital 
o< the region. In the past few 
“o^ths, a total of seven TV 
Jfciions ha.ye been set up in the 

Palestinian, city. 

Jn a town where copyrighr is 
311 alien concept, these stations 
JJMt for flashy names as Pace, 
and Gamma which are 
V representative to the 
of these amateurish 


£ For many years, Israeli Tele- 
was virtually 
5? “fly source of 
/JS .. viewing for 
'W---- "Nablus 
habitants, who 
afford to 
S a satellite dish, 
rtf''addition, the 
^ttttainohs ter- 
of the city 
makes it very diffi- 
^dbr.people to tune into 
" De J8h*»ring.stations. 

^ WSat tne Israeli authorities 
? ls ®ahtJed the. TV broadcast- 
in Jenin, the people 
OrNabhis, who are known for 


their sharp business instincts, 
jumped on the media band 
wagon. 

Before their withdrawal from 
the city, the Israelis turned a 
blind eye to these private enter¬ 
prises. The owners were just 
called in to the military admin¬ 
istrator's office, questioned 
about their ventures and 
ordered not to air any politi¬ 
cally sensitive material or news. 
Otherwise, they were allowed 
to operate as long as they paid 
their taxes. 

Nablus TV, for example, the 
largest station in town, is 
located in a little room in the 
house of the owner Mr Saleem 
Sweidan. To 
get to the TV 
station, one 
has to drive 
up the steep 
Jarzime 
mountain to 
Mr Sweidan’s 
house. 

marked by 
the 30-meter 
broadcast 

antenna on the roof. Knock on 
the door and his mother will 
greet you and lead you to a side 
room which houses the Nablus 
station. 

The TV headquarters consist 




Election euphoria gets a bit of a homemade TV coverage 


p o r t 


of three video recorders, a 
couple of monitors and a 
switcher to go from one video 
player to another. Smaller sta¬ 
tions have to go off the air 
when changing tapes. 
Equipped with a small video 
camera, a microphone and two 
stools placed in front of a cur¬ 
tain to change the colour of the 
background, Nablus TV offers 
live studio facilities from their 
one room headquarters. 


The station mainly airs 
pirated programs recorded 
from the various satellite chan¬ 
nels of the TV owner. The 
bigger stations air some locally 
produced programs such as a 
quiz shows, where people can 
call in with answers, or the 
more popular religious show 
on Monday afternoons, where 
a Sheikh comes in to answer 
religious queries from callers. 

When asked about how he 


measures his audience, 
Mr Sweidan smiles 
and says, “Well, when 
we have a power fail¬ 
ure we receive some¬ 
thing like 200 phone 
calls from people 
complaining.” 

The national elec¬ 
tions for seats on the 
Palestinian legislative 
council provided 
Nablus TV and all the 
other stations in this 
single Palestinian ciiy 
witii a very lucrative 
markeL Candidates 
booked slots to pro¬ 
mote themselves for 
up to two hours at a 
time. The prime time 
rate for commercials 
ranges between $1 
and $20. Such promos 
took the form of long debates 
with those candidates with a 
very hospitable audience con¬ 
sisting mainly of family and 
friends. However, nimor has it 
that the upcoming Palestinian 
National Authority is planning 
to close these independent sta¬ 
tions once the official Televi¬ 
sion network can provide a 
comprehensive alternative ser¬ 
vice. ■ 


Facing the challenge 

Palestinians after 
elections 


By Lubna Khan 

Special to The Star 
AFTER 49 years of living 
under occupation, Palestinians 
scored a major victory when 
they turned out by the masses 
to vote in their first ever demo¬ 
cratically held elections last 
Saturday. But analysts say the 
real struggle has only begun. 

“The transition period is 
almost over.” said Jawad 
Anani, former minister of 
information. “From now on the 
road is going to be very diffl- 
culL To gain success either on 
the negotiating table or on the 
ground will take time, but it 
will be worth every minute.” 

Over 600 international 
observers monitored the elec¬ 
tions and confirmed that no 
violations were made. But crit¬ 
ics say maintaining democracy 
after the elections will be a 
challenge under the Fateh 
party sweep. 

Fateh supporter, Palestine 
National Authority chairman 
Yassar Arafat, won the presi¬ 
dency with 88 percent of the 
votes and Fateh won 59 out of 
88 seats in the self-rule coun¬ 
cil leaving observers wary of 


a one-party rule. 

But the election process 
itself can not be called undem¬ 
ocratic because Islamist par¬ 
ties, Jihad and Hamas, were 
not kept out of the elections, as 
they chose not to participate. 
The opposition parties boycot¬ 
ted the elections and called on 
their supporters to abstain from 
voting. Despite their supposed 
stronghold on Gaza and the 
West Bank, voter turnout was 
93 percent and 75 percent 
respectively. The outcome of 
the elections showed the oppo¬ 
sition’s strategy to be wrong, 
said Anani. “Election results 
proved their support was not as 
strong as they thought it was 
and they missed the boat for 
the next four years," he added. 
“What I suggesl is that they 
consolidate and work within 
the institutional framework.” 

Despite the absence of the 
opposition. analyst Hani 
Horani said the Fateh victory 
is not a cause for concern 
because the party is so inter¬ 
nally split among different 
political trends, that it repre¬ 
sents the whole gamut of Pal¬ 
estinian interests. 


Included in the political col¬ 
ors of Fateh are regional inter¬ 
est groups, opponents who 
accuse Arafat of being a dicta¬ 
tor, Marxists. Islamists, and 
pan-Arabists. Despite all of 
these ideological splits, Fateh 
has remained consolidated in 
die Occupied Territories when 
it comes to opposing Hamas. 

Independents won only 15 
Seats in the self-rule council, 
while the remaining three were 
seized by smaller parties. 
Among the most prominent 
among the non-Fateh winners 
are former chief Palestinian 
negotiator for Israel, Haidar 
Abdul Shafi. who broke from 
Arafat and ran with the 
National Democratic Coali¬ 
tion. Abdul Shafi won a seat in 
Gaza City. Hanan, Ashrawi, 
former spokeswoman for 
Shafi. and also an Arafat critic, 
was elected in Jerusalem. Crit¬ 
ics are waiting to see how 
influential the big names will 
be in shaping the future Pales¬ 
tinian state. 

"The independents in the 
council are few in number, but 

Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and, views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 


Export cuts to Iraq: 
political or economic? 

■ Hie current state of political tensions between Jordan 
and Iraq seems to be expanding to indnde bilateral eco¬ 
nomic and trade relations—or so some newspapers be¬ 
lieve. Indications of this were shown hyAlHadath weekly 
which, pointed oat the unusual maimwr in which Iraq! 
Minister of Commerce Dr Mohammad Mahdi Saleh was 
received in Jordan during his recent visit. The Ministry 
of Industry and Trade had dealt with the Iraqi delega¬ 
tion in accordance with the Government's political 
stance towards Iraq, the paper said. Minister of Trade 
and Industry AH Abu Ragheb agreed with his Iraqi 
counterpart to reduce Jordanian exports to Iraq, allowed 
by the UN for humanitarian purposes, under a Joint eco¬ 
nomic accord. The pretext given is the increasing amount 
of debt that Iraq owes Jordan (about $1200 million). 

Al ffadaih said that such a reduction has sparred the 
resentment of both the Iraqi delegation and the Jordani¬ 
an business community. It added that some Iraqi opposi¬ 
tion forces see this measure as having political implica¬ 
tions. la regard to this situation, the Iraqi Ministry of 
Commerce called upon Iraqi businessmen who deal with 
the Jordanian market to reduce their imports and to 
torn to Turkey instead. The question that needs to be 
asked is who will benefit Grom cut tin g Jordanian exports 
to Iraq? And has the Government insured an alternative 
market (or Jordanian exports that were destined to 
Iraq? 

Minister Abu Ai Ragheb said there was a common un¬ 
derstanding between Jordan and Iraq in regard to the 
trade protocol signed by the two countries. He added 
that Iraq fully appreciates the financial and technical 
constraints which have forced the new arrangement. Abu 
AJ Ragheb stressed that it was Jordan's limited financial 
resources, not political reasons, that were behind the re¬ 
cent decision. 

While Iraq may be able to find alternative sources of 
goods and services, if it strikes an oil export deal with the 
UN soon, Jordanian industries stand to lose the most 
Good timing Mr Aha Al Ragheb! 


First dramatic 
contestation 

■ A Jordanian lawyer is pre¬ 
paring a legal statement to be 
presented to the High Court of 
Justice contesting the decision 
of the Ministry of Finance to 
allow the circulation of die 
Israeli currency in the Jorda¬ 
nian financial and exchange 
market Shiheui weekly said the 
lawyer is objecting on the basis 
that the Israeli 5 agora bank¬ 
note has a map of ‘greater 
Israel’ on it, which represents a 
negation of the Jordanian state. 
Skihan added that the lawyer 
notes that ‘Article 11- 
»h B’ of the Jondan- 
Treaty of Wadi 
Araba stipulates that both state 
signatories have to annul, in 
less than three months from the 
date of exchanging the docu¬ 
ments, all forms of enmity, 
prejudice, discrimination, and 
hostile attitudes against each 
other. Awaiting the word from 
Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh and the newly appointed 
CBJ Governor Dr Ziad Fariz. 

GUJTU denies 
contacts with 
Histadrut 

■ In compliance with the deci¬ 
sions of its constitutional bod¬ 
ies, the General Union of the 
Jor dania n Trade Unions 
(GUJTU), never made contacts 
with the Israeli workers union 


"the Histadrut,” Speaking to 
Ad Dustour daily, the GUJTU 
deputy secretary-general 
Mazen Ma'aytah said that such 
contacts shall never take place 
unless a decision comes up 
from the GUJTU official struc¬ 
tures. Ma’aytah added that a 
bilateral meeting between the 
World Federation of Arab 
Trade Unions (WFATU) and 
Histadrut is possible, pending 
progress on the Syrian, Leba- 
nese-lsraeli tracks. He showed 
concern over Israel's reaction 
to crucial and suspended issues 
like the refugee problem, the 
issue of the displaced, and the 
realization of a just, durable 
and honourable peace in the 
region. Ma’aytah said GUJTU 
will then study the outcome of 
such a meeting, and its impact 
on the Jordanian workers 
movement, and only accord¬ 
ingly will decide on future 
steps. 

Earlier last week, a Hista- 
drut delegation visited Jordan, 
and was received by HM King 
Hussein at Bass roan Palace. 

Al Wahdat soccer 
team won’t play 
in Israel 

■ For apparently political rea¬ 
sons. the Jordanian Al Wahdat 
football team refused to play 
against any Israeli-Arab team 
either in Israel or in Jordan. 

According to the Jerusalem 
Post, AJ Wahdat declined to 



Thank God 
Ramadan’s here, rum 
I can get rid of my 
excess fat 1 
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Carter, the observer 


■ With Ms blue-vest, as an 
international observer to the 
Palestinian elections of 20 Jan¬ 
uary, former US President 
Jimmy Carter bad the follow¬ 
ing dialogue with an Israeli 
policeman at the ermaneg of 
one of the ballot centers in Ease 
Jerusalem: 

Carter: Do policemen take 
the pictures of the voters? 

Police: Yes! 

Why? 

To prevent problems. We 
only take pictures for voters 
inside, not outside the ballots. 

But yon are taking pictures 



for all voters? 

No, actually. We take pic¬ 
tures only when there is a 
problem, otherwise we don’t 
take pictures. 

If a Palestinian comes to 
cast a vote, do you take a 
picture of him? 

(Insisting) No, only when 
there is a problem 

We don't want you to 
take pictures, it scares the 
people. 

Don't worry! 

Carter, (smiting) Bat I 
am worried already! 

Then they shook bands! 


play against Hapoel or Mac- 
cabi teams from Kfar Kanna, 
near Nazareth, or against a 
combined squad from the vil¬ 
lage. They pointed out that 
these teams might include Jew- 


Zerqa promises to 
have a bright *96 

■ Six months after becoming 
the mayor of Zerqa, Dr Mus¬ 
tafa Al 
Fayad, 
started to 
decentrali 
zc the 
police by 
establish] 
ng right 
zonal 
directoral 
es. Each 
dinectorat 
e is run 
by a coun¬ 
cil mem¬ 
ber. Al Fayad said we created 
this system of policing to serve 
the residents of Al Zerqa. The 



Al Fayed 


Zonal directorate will not only 
increase the efficiency in dis¬ 
charging the Municipality 
duties but also help make die 
Municipality closer to the 
people. 

According to Dr Al Fayad's 
calculation, about half of the 
budget is paid as wages and sal¬ 
aries for the staff, while the rest 
is spent on investment projects, 
be said. 

He appealed to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Zerqa to contribute to 
■ their, repayment obligations so 
that they can continue to 
receive the best services. ,He 
added that this year there will 
be more projects including 
paries, playgrounds and many 
facilities offered to the public. 


Kabariti criticized for statements 


■ The recent unrest in the Gulf 
state of Bahrain concerns Jor¬ 
danians as a whole. While wish¬ 
ing stability and prosperity for 
the Bahraini people and then- 
country, Jordanians regard the 
recent developments there as 
purely an internal issue. Unless 
either party involved in those 
developments in Bahrain asks 
for assistance, no one has the 
right to give it Otherwise it 
would be interpreted as an inter¬ 
ference in the internal affairs of 
others. This was the gist of Dep¬ 
uty Toujan Faisal’s attack on 
Forei@i Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti's statements to Petra 
news agency this week in which be outlined 
Jordan's position from the events in Bahrain. 

But Ms Faisal suggested that he is sitting in 


Kabariti 


judgment over who is in the 
right and who is in the wrong 
in Bahrain. While expressing 
Jordan’s unequivocal solidar¬ 
ity and support for Bahrain 
and its measures against ter¬ 
rorism, Kabariti condemned 
arm-government elements and 
described them as outlaws. 

On Sunday, JTV showed 
shots of Lower Hoase depu¬ 
ties addressing cabinet minis¬ 
ters. Deputy Faisal criticized 
Minister Kabariti's statements. 
.on Bahrain as being- undiplo- ■ 
fnatic, not in keeping'with- 
official policy, and unbefitting. 
the function of a foreign minis¬ 
ter. 

Kabariti was not shown responding to these 
accusations. 



ish players. 

Mr Yousif All Taha, presi¬ 
dent of Hapoel Sports Club in 
Kfar Kanna , said that they have 
received information that Al 
Wahdat refused to play against 
the Israeli Arab Maccabi team 
—which is currently in Jor¬ 
dan—for the same reason. He 
added that if it is proven cor¬ 
rect, it is strange and confusing 
as there should be no connec¬ 
tion between politics and 
sports, especially in a time of 
peace. These words were also 
echoed by the Kfar Karma 
Council’s Chairman Wasfl 
’Taha, who hosted the Jorda¬ 
nian team last year, when he 
said that though Al Wahdat is 
mainly composed of Palestin¬ 
ian players, it refused to play 
against either of their teams 
during the stay. 

Veterinarian offices ■ 
set on fire . 

■ The Civil Defence Dept 
was able to extinguish a fire 
that flared up in the Veterinari¬ 
ans Association's offices m 
Amman this week. But only 


after the blaze destroyed most 
of tiie office's furniture and 
important documents. Prelimi¬ 
nary estimates of damage were 
put at JD 100,000. 

The association held a meet¬ 
ing last week and discussed 
annual administration and 
financial reports. Among other 
things, the meeting decided to 
freeze the membership of 170 
members (out of 500 mem¬ 
bers) for non-payment of 
annual fees. 

Civil Defence sources said 
the fire was deliberate, but the 
perpetrator is still not known. 
Investigations are underway, 
v Chairman of the association 
Dr Ahmed Al Ajlouni said he 
Relieved it was an intentional 
attempt though no one is sus=- 
pected. He added that it is a 
destructive action against one 
of the active national institu¬ 
tions in the society. He said 
that the burning of documents* 
files, reports 'and computers' 
will make it very hard for "us 
to check our accounts. This 
means that we will now be 
starting from zero." 


Jordanian prisoners abroad 
get a hearing at last 


Continued from page 1 

"We received reports about 
human rights violations, like 
torture, and imprisonments 
without trial, around the Arab 
world.” 

Human rights activists 
noticed that there is no clear 
information about the number 
of prisoners, especially in 
Kuwait, Iraq and Syria. In 
addition, there arc other for¬ 
gotten prisoners around the 
world, in places like Germany, 
the Philippines, the United 
States, and Britain, of whom 
the Government has no 
record. 

In Kuwait, the estimated 
number of prisoners is 46, but 
some families whose sons do 
not appear on the list, demand 
to know the fate of their loved 
ones. 

Iraq released all political 
prisoners except Jordanians. 


Iraqi officials claim that they 
have 57 Jordanian prisoners, 
but the local authorities are 
aware of a larger number. The 
case of Jordanian prisoners in 
Syria is erven more ambiguous 
and requires more urgent 
action. Syria claims that it 
bolds 19 prisoners, but human 
rights activists confirmed that 
there are another 31. The trag¬ 
edy lies in some reports that 
speak of the elimination of 
some Jordanians in Syria. Two 
names were mentioned by 
human rights organizations, 
Hani Ubiedat and Ms sister 
Wafa', two students who were 
arrested by the Syrian Deter¬ 
rence Forces, and then shot 
dead. 

Reports coming out of Syria 
calked of the terrible conditions 
that the Jordanian prisoners are 
subjected to. 

The Egyptian authorities 
claim that they have eight pris¬ 


oners, but activists confirm that 
they know of more prisoners, 
from tije appeals chat they 
receive from families. 

“I feel that the Miniary of 
Foreign Affairs is not doing its 
job towards our prisoners. We 
need serious efforts to save the 
dignity of Jordanians outside 
the country.'’ said Theib Abdal¬ 
lah, head of the Public Liber¬ 
ties Committee of the Lower 
House. “There are Jordanians 
who were sentenced to death 
in Arab countries for no logical 
reason.” 

“As far as prisoners of con¬ 
science aze concerned, we will 
work for their release without 
conditions, because whatever 
the circumstances of their 
arrest, these arrests are illegal,” 
said Dr Kamal Nassir, presi¬ 
dent of the JLA, the Committee 
of Freedoms in the Arab 
World, and the Arab Lawyers 
Union. 


“Prisoners allegedly accused 
of crimes, will be dealt with on 
a humanitarian basis, to ensure 
their right for a just trial. We 
wifi send committees of law¬ 
yers to handle these cases." 

The JLA will bold a work¬ 
shop on the issue of these pris¬ 
oners by the end of the month. 

Jordanian human right acti¬ 
vists demand that the Govern¬ 
ment support their efforts for 
the release of Jordanian prison¬ 
ers abroad and missing per¬ 
sons. A number of committees 
are being formed to go to the 
countries where Jordanian pris¬ 
oners are being held. 

Delegates from the JLA and 
other human rights organiza¬ 
tions have met with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and the Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Mr Abdel Karim Kabariti 
last Wednesday. They dis¬ 
cussed the issue of the prison¬ 
ers and appealed to the Gov¬ 
ernment for action and also 
asked the Prime Minister to 
finance the committees that are 
being formed. The meeting 
was latter described as posi¬ 
tive.! 
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Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the youngest and most modem fleets, 
with a large destination list including key centres throughout Europe tout the Middle East, Cyprus 
Airways is among the world’s Top 8 airlines according to a recent UK survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can all be proud of. 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

UP THERE. WITH THE BEST. 



LARNACA, AMSTERDAM, ATHENS, BAHRAIN, BEIRUT, 
BERLIN, BIRMINGHAM, BRUSSELS, CAIRO, DAMASCUS, 
DUBAI, FRANKFURT, GENEVA, HAMBURG, HERAKUON 
JEDDAH i LONDON 1 MANCHESTER, MOSCOW, 
MUNICH, PARIS, RHODES, RIYADH, ROME, 
SALZBURG, KUWAIT, TEL AVIV, 


Palestinians after elections 


Continued from page 1 

from the experience of the 
Arab world, if they are active 
and united, they can create a 
coalition to influence govern¬ 
ment beyond the picture 
created by their numbers,” said 
Horani. 

The elections mark the 
beginning of Palestinian self- 
rule, and consequently, the 
beginning of Israeli-Paiestinian 
relations. But, just as signifi¬ 
cantly, they signify the begin¬ 
ning of a new relationship 
between Palestinians and their 
Arab neighbors. “From now on 
Arab countries have to deal 
with a new Palestinian iden¬ 
tity,” said Anam. "This requires 
an adjustment on the part of the 
Palestinians and their Arab 
neighbors, particularly Jordan.” 

Palestine has its own 
demands and needs and Jordan 
must recognize tins when deal¬ 
ing with Palestinians, said 
Anam. “Palestinians have to 
out-grow their stage of infancy 
and unpredictability awl deal as 
mature partners with Jordan," 
be said. Maturity means giving 
up the paranoia that Jordan 



hopes to 
expand its 
kingdom 
to Jerusa¬ 
lem and 
the West 
Bank. 

As Pal¬ 
estinians 
move 
closer to 
creating 
an inde¬ 
pendent 
state, they 
must lay 
the 

groundwork for stronger politi¬ 
cal and economic relations 
with Jordan and Egypt, their 
closest Arab neighbors. ‘The 
common interests between the 
two are by far greater than the 
current initiative to deal with 
them,” Anam added. 

The fact that the elections 
wait so smoothly “proves that 
the PNA and the Palestinians 
have the organized cadres 
which can build the state struc¬ 
ture in the future.” said analyst 
Gbazi Al Sadi. 

But now that the elections 
are over, the real challenges 


will begin, he added. Palestin¬ 
ians must devise a plan to 
build the Palestinian economy, 
wbiefa was destroyed during, 
the Israeli occupation. They" 
must overcome an unemploy¬ 
ment crisis, and prepare for the 
final status negotiations to be 
held in-May. The talks will 
include the most contentious 
issues of the peace accords, 
including total withdrawal of 
Israel! forces from PNA terri¬ 
tories, dismantling Israeli set¬ 
tlements and the fate of Jerusa¬ 
lem. ■ 
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Handbook of 
international 
Trade and 
Development 
Statistics is out 

GENEVA—Data on 
world trade, including 
trade balances, commod¬ 
ity shares, balance of pay¬ 
ments. financial flows and 
exports and imports can 
be.found in the 1994 edi¬ 
tion of the Handbook on 
Trade and Development 
Statistics just ■ issued by 
the United Nations Cojv 
ference on -Trade and 
Development (UNC¬ 
TAD). The 5U-page 
Handbook provides an 
integrated treatment of 
development and inter¬ 
related issues, and is prob¬ 
ably the most comprehen¬ 
sive single volume of 
detailed analytical data on 
developing countries and 
their role in the' world 
economy. In grouping the 
statistical tables, UNC¬ 
TAD has paid particular 
attention to relevance and 
ease of interpretation, 
using regional classifica¬ 
tions in some contexts and 
economic classifications 
in other cases in order to 
reveal structural differ¬ 
ences among developing 
countries. . . 

The Handbook is 
divided into seven parts, 
and comprises an annex as 
welL As in previous years. 
Part One details the value, 
growth and shares of 
world trade as well as 
trade balance and intra¬ 
trade by region. Part Two 
focuses on volume, unit 
value, terms of trade indi¬ 
ces and price indices for 
primary commodities and 
manufacturers. JParts 
Three 'and Four focus 
mainly on the network 
and structure of world 
trade in terms of such fac¬ 
tors as commodity shares, 
concentration and diversi¬ 
fication indices. Part Five 
addresses the balance of 
payments,’ financial flows 
and indebtedness. Pan Six 
contains a range of eco¬ 
nomic and social indica¬ 
tors of development. Part 
Seven presents ’an update 
of 'data on three special 
topics, dealing respec¬ 
tively with import pene¬ 
tration, export and import 
.unit yalue indices and data 
on countries of the Com¬ 
monwealth- of Indepen¬ 
dent States as well as the 
Baltic states. The Annex 
gives detailed information 
on the world trade net¬ 
work, on 21 regions of 
origin and destination, on 
total exports and on 10 
commodity categories. ■ 


Jordanian 
cinema critic 
passes'away 

AMMAN (Star)—The cinema 
critic Hassan Abu Ghanimeh 
passed away last week at the 
age of .48. Aba. Ghanimeh is 
well known in the world of 
cinema-critidsm. 

Abu Ghanimeh was born 
in Irbid in 1948. Devoted to 
the art of film Mr Aba Ghan¬ 
imeh had enormous knowl¬ 
edge on the Arab and inter¬ 
national film industry. He 
participated in many interna- 
.tional film festivals. And he 
was a member of the panel 
for a number of there. He 
wrote more than 20. books in 
Arabic on the world of cin¬ 
ema most important of which; 
is Palestinian Cinema, Dia-.- 
logues With World Cinema £ 
Cinema : Phenomena . and i 
Meanings. 

BQs latest books were criti- ' 
dsm and its approach. Ht‘ 
was deeply involved with the 
Jordan Cinema dub. W 
Abn Ghanimeh wanted £ 
create a critical audience, .4 
viewing public that woukf 
appreciate the Art of dnemsf 
Hence, he particularly we.* 
coined films that show; 
depth and meaning. The 
ema Chib showed oh 
films which were not 
mafiy available to the viet 
pnblicJl 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Lost US travel document. 
White, passport sized. If found 
please contact The Star. 645- 
380. 


• {foreign female require 
share a folly furnished fla 
DaMat Al-Rashid, near Joi 
University. Telephone, cer 
beating and garage avails 
Rerit paid monthly. Call at ( 



• Furnished first floor flat 
rent. Three saloons, three t 
rooms, private entrance 
accomodations telephone 
Dahiet Al' Rashced, Ma'rs 
.Al Fajer street For fun 
information contact 6630 
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. Palestinian voters make 
clear they accept, 
however grudgingly, 
peace deal with Israel 


Coatinued from page 1 
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icy of collecting back taxes owed originally to Israel’s occu¬ 
pation authority and his use of military courts to try “security 
offenses.” 

•lam more Fatah than any of them,” he said, speaking of 
[he Arafat-backed party members who won seats. Those 
“official" Fatah candidates won a majority of the council— 
more than 50 of 88 sears. 

Every candidate among the ministers Arafat appointed to 
the interim authority that governed since May 1994— 
-including Ahmed Korei, Nabil Shaath. Freih Abu Medein 
and Saeb Erekaf—also won. 

But it is not clear that all of the Fatah victors will side with 
Arafat on every vote. Some, such as Ramallah’s Marwan 
Bargouti, represent the West Bank’s home-grown leadership 
and have long been suspicious of Arafat. Others, such as 
north Gaza’s Emad Falouji, are members of opposition par- 
nes whom Arafat appointed to Fatah slates in an effort to co- 
: opt them into the council. 

Even so, the predominant view among Palestinian com- 
j/inentators is that a significant challenge to Arafat’s domi- 
r nance is unlikely. 

L' "Unfortunately the opposition in this council is going to be 
' weak,” said Ziad Abu Amr, a Bir Zeit University professor of 
political science who won a seat as an independent in Gaza 
City. . 

iThese people will express their opinions freely but I’m 
not sure they can stand up to positions undertaken by ArafaL 
_ He has a lot of legitimacy, he has a monopoly of the bases 
of power, he has good relations with the Israelis and the 
Americans, and no one can challenge him right now.” 

The council’s first test will be its choice of a speaker and 
preparation of a basic law on governmental powers. Abdel 
Shafi would be a strong and independent speaker, and his 
stature is unrivaled except by Arafat, but Arafat can probably 
block him from the job if he chooses. 

Abdel -Shafi has stated bluntly that under Arafat so far 
[here has been “no democracy, no free press ... and no real 
.respect for due process and legal proceedings.” 

He was referring to Arafat’s arrest of a newspaper editor 
and human-rights figures who displeased him. Until recently, 
Abdel Shafi himself had seemed a fearless critic. But in an 
interview in his Red Crescent office a few days before the 
election, he was asked whether he thought his remarks put 
him at risk. “Maybe now,” he said. 

Arafat still has exclusive control of six rival security 
forces, .and he has also resorted to ruling by decree. 

Abdel Shafi said that if Arafat tries to make a law by any 
means other than a council majority, the council “should 
stand up to him.” If he or any other council member is 
arrested. Abdel Shaft-said, “it wiU be a coup d’etaL” ■ 
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# King Hussein pays a special visit to the Prime Ministry, Tuesday. He was assured by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker that the Government is doing its best to ensure the guarantee of food supplies during the holy month of Rama¬ 
dan. Earlier, he received a number of congratulatory notes from Arab and Islamic leaders at the start of the feast . 


Theib Abdallah of the Public Liberties Committee 

‘We feel the ceiling of freedom 
is currently touching the heads 
of citizens—while seated!’ 

This Parliament has come at a tough period. It’s power is limited. 
There is frustration that is affecting everybody, deputies or citizens 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr Theib 
Abdallah is a British- 
educated physician, social 
activist, and Amman deputy 
in the Lower House. As a 
member of the the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), he heads 
the Lower House Public Lib¬ 
erties Committee. He talked 
to The Star's Raed A1 Abed 
this week about the state of 
public liberties and democ¬ 
racy in Jordan. 

How do view the situation 
of public liberties and 
democracy in the country?* • 

Compared to many third 
world countries, we are proud 
of our democracy and the free¬ 
dom that we have. This is 
something that is strengthened 
by His Majesty King Hussien’s 
wisdom and patience. But we 
say that lately democracy has 
retreated. The Government 
started to tighten the noose 
around freedom. We feel the 
ceiling of freedom is currently 
touching the heads of citi¬ 
zens—while seated! This ceil¬ 
ing must be raised so citizens 
can walk freely. 

There are violations against 
public freedoms, this harms 
the image of the country and 
harms the individual's rights. 
It harms democracy. 

Currently we know that 
there are many prisoners of 
conscience, recently there has 
been an increase in the number 
of cases where people are 
charged with slander Iaeainst 
Royalty]—but there is an exag¬ 
geration in the use of the law 
and it ends up hurting many 
innocent people. 

There are many arrests with¬ 
out a warrant from the general 
attorney. Sometimes, there are 
cases of police brutality and 
we consider such practices as 
violations. There are cases 
were people are arrested on 
charges of conspiracy to topple 
the regime, but two days later 
they are released and the case 
is never brought to trial. If this 
proves anything, it proves that 
die authorities are acting ner¬ 
vously and erratically. People 
get hurt by such rash policies. 

But what are the reasons 
behind such practices? 

I think it is the nature of this 
era. Despite all of these nega¬ 
tive aspects, and compared to 
other countries we still have 
something to be proud of in 
terms of democracy and 
freedom. 



Where is your rede as a 
Public liberties Committee? 

Our role is to point out the 
negative aspects in this field, 
and to try to focus the light on 
these violations in order to 
limit them and to keep the 
country’s image from getting 
tarnished. We want to do this 
in order to revive democracy 
and protect public liberties. 
We undertake this in coopera¬ 
tion with the Government 
which we find to be— 
sometimes—forthcoming. 

You said sometimes you 
Gnd the Government cooper¬ 
ative. Does ihk mean it is 
uncooperative most of the 
time? 

I meant to say we find the 
Government cooperative at 
times, and at other times, we 
do not find ii so. Or.it is slow 
in responding to our requests. 


Theib Abdallah 

For example the cases of 
Laith Sbbeilar, Atta Abu 
Rashteh— spokesman of the 
illegal Islamic Tahrir Party— 
and Bassam A1 Daou’r of the 
same party. A1 Daou’r is 
accused of being a member of 
an illegal party. Under the law 
and if he is convicted, he 
could receive a six-month 
imprisonment term. So far he 
has been held in jail for more 
than 10 months and he is suf¬ 
fering from tuberculosis. 

As for the Shbeilat case. 1 
think he is being accused of 
saying things he did not say. 
His lawyers are prevented 
from being alone with him, 
although the court had ruled 
twice on this particular poinL 
in his favor. But the adminis¬ 
tration of the prison has 
banned the defence lawyers 
from meeting privately with 
their client. TTiey even refused 
to allow Mr Shbeilat a wool 
coat to protect him from the 
cold of his cell because he is 
suffering from rheumatism. 
Also we wonder why was he 
not released on bail? The law 
allows him all these rights. 
Such practices bring many 
questions. Is our Government 
serious about democracy? 
Does it really want to respect 
public freedoms? I say, our 
homeland can only be safe¬ 
guarded and developed by free 
citizens who enjoy their free¬ 
dom and can practice democ¬ 
racy without chains and fear. 

According to some 
sources, the State Security 
Court has ruled in 125 cases 
of slander against the Royal 
Family in 1995, and 18 cases 
since the beginning of 1996 
which are awaiting rule. All 
of these cases are against 
Islamic activists. What does 
this mean to you? 

The peace era has given the 
Government causes to become 
alarmed for the slightest rea¬ 
son. Now it is raising the stick 
in the face of the opposition, 
in particular the Islamists. 
Everybody knows the opposi¬ 
tion in our country. It is a 
peaceful one which performs 
within the law. The Jordanian 
opposition is a non-violent 
one and this is something we 
are proud of. 

The press is being ham¬ 


mered by many. Courts are 
busy with press cases. 
Recently, the press sector was 
sbocked when the criraiual 
court began looking into the 
case brought against Al Majd 
weekly which is accused of 
disturbing Jordan’s relations 
with Bahrain. Do you think 
the case warrants the involve¬ 
ment of the criminal court? 
Do you think the Jordanian 
press is violating the princi¬ 
ples of its profession? 

We are for responsible free¬ 
dom of expression. All of us 
are travelling in one boat, free¬ 
dom of expression does not 
allow any of us to puncture a 
hole in this boat because all of 
us would drown. 

I am surprised by the details 
of the case against At Majd 
weekly. The newspaper has 
published an article in which 
the writer expresses the wish 
that his country will one day 
walk along the same steps as 
Jordan—in other words he 
appreciates Jordan and its role. 
I think the writer must be 
thanked for his position. Amaz¬ 
ingly, the chief editor of the 
newspaper was sued. We have 
foil trust in our judicial system. 
But I oppose the imprisonment 
of journalists and putting them 
with thieves and murderers. 

Journalists must enjoy free¬ 
dom and we must restore their 
dignity. Journalists are quali¬ 
fied to organize themselves and 
to put a limit to any press viola¬ 
tion, I think we have to give 
them this chance. 

Jordanian People's Demo¬ 
cratic Party <Hashd) is 
accused of alleged links with 
the DFLP, a Palestinian left¬ 
ist organization. The same 
accusations were raised 
against the party before it 
was legalized three years ago. 
Now the case is before the 
courts. How do you view such 
a unique trial in the history or 
Jordan? 

The Public Liberties Com¬ 
mittee of Parliament invited Mr 
Salim AI Nahas, the general 
secretary of Hashd, and his col¬ 
leagues, for a talk. 

They talked about their suf¬ 
fering before their party was 
legalized. Mr Nahas talked 
about how they are facing the 
same charges now, about link 
to outside organizations. He 


fears that it is a kind of perse¬ 
cution of the opposition. The 
committee will send a memo 
to the Government demanding 
plain facts. 

How do you feel about the 
resignation of deputies from 
Lower House committees 
which has become a phenom¬ 
enon criticized by many 
observers? 

Honestly, this Parliament 
has come at a tough period. 
It’s power is limited. There is 
frustration that is affecting eve¬ 
rybody, deputies of citizens. 
For' example, Lower House 
sessions "should' begifr at ‘10 
am, but we only reach the legal 
quorum at 11 am. Even during 
the session deputies ask for 
excuses to leave and the 
Speaker prevents them from 
leaving in order to keep the 
quorum. These are signs of 
frustration among the deputies, 
which reflects itself in the 
House committees. 

Another reason behind the 
frustration is the fact that the 
Government has pushed for¬ 
ward with the peace treaty 
when people feel they are pay¬ 
ing the price without getting 
anything in return. Prices are 
increasing and incomes dwin¬ 
dling. Unemployment and pov¬ 
erty are on the rise. There is an 
economic stagnation in the 
country. All of this suffering 
are affecting the morale of the 
deputies because they have to 
face the people almost every¬ 
day. The deputy cannot oblige 
ail the people who daily visit 
his office. On the other hand, 
there is a weakness in the Gov¬ 
ernment’s role, and there is not 
enough concern about the peo¬ 
ple’s needs. ■ 


Coffee crisis 
turns sour 

By Munther Hamdan 

Special to The Star 

THE DIFFERENCES between the National Society for Con¬ 
sumer Protection (NSCP) and the Ministry of Supply are 
reaching confrontational levels. The crisis started when the 
(NSCP) decided last December to launch a boycott campaign 
against coffee to protest high prices. It called on all sections 
of society to boycott coffee as its prices were increasing in 
Jordan but decreasing in world markets. But today the issue 
has narrowed down to a bilateral confrontation between the 
Ministry and the Society, both of which are busy pelting each 
other with accusations. 

President of NCSP, Dr Muhammad Ubeidat, accused the 
Ministry of bias for favoring traders at the expense of consu¬ 
mers. He argued that the Ministry should not interfere in the 
pricing policy since it had floated coffee prices in July 1994. 
“I can’t understand why the Ministry of Supply insists upon 
favoring the position of traders while ignoring that of the 
consumers.” Ubeidat told The Star. The Ministry, he added, 
must play a compromising role. 

The head of the Studies and Researches DepL at the Minis¬ 
try of Supply, Mr Yahya Qawasmeh, rejected this accusation. 
‘The Ministry of Supply is not biased. In fact it’s main con¬ 
cern is consumer interest,” he emphasized. 

He said that the NSCP’s campaign is not based on fixed 
numbers and statistics, but relies on arousing people's emo¬ 
tions. The Ministry monitors the fluctuation'in world prices 
of the most basic commodities daily, he added. The problem 
was aggravated recently when the Ministry’ of Supply pub¬ 
lished a letter in Al Ra 'i daily refuting Ubeidat’s claims. The 
Ministry pointed out that Dr Ubeidat made contradictory 
statements regarding coffee prices over the past two months. 
It claimed on 23 December 1995 he said coffee prices should 
not exceed JD 2.25 per kilogram since international prices 
did not exceed JD 1200-150(f per ton. Officials at the minis¬ 
try added that Ubeidat revised his figures in January and said 
a kilogram of coffee should not sell for more than JD 3.25. 

But the NSCP strongly rejected these accusations, calling 
them unfounded. In an article in AD Dustour on 20 January, 
the Society's head said that Minister of Supply Adel Qudah 
is personalizing the issue. Dr Ubeidat added that it was the 
Society which called for the repricing of coffee and to claim 
that it had no information about world prices is untrue. 

“The prices are low on the world markets and there should 
be a principle by which we can price coffee without causing 
harm to anybody,” Qawasmeh told The Star. “In pricing, we 
consider all aspects of the trading process which include loss 
in value of coffee after it is processed, the cost from the place 
of the origin, customs fees and the profit margin.” 

However, the Society said that the Ministry of Supply 
depends on customs statements given to them by traders. Dr 
Ubeidat said the customs law considers these documents 
confidential and that it would be illegal to show them to 
anyone. 

But the Ministry rejected this logic. "During the forum 
held in Ad Dustour last month, we showed Ubeidat the 
application we submitted to the Customs Dept., to request 
that they should provide us-with these customs statements 
Qawasmeh said. He added that it is difficult to deal with Dr 
Ubeidat since he denies to having seen this application. 

Rashed Has son. general manager of Al Andalus Mill Co., 
said the NSCP has not been objective in its accusations. The 
Ministry is the official side that is responsible for protecting 
the consumer and conducts research to make sure that the 
profit margin is distributed evenly. 

The argument over the percentage of higher quality Brazil¬ 
ian grains and Robesta grains, which are of lower quality, in 
the coffee on the Jordanian market is making the problem 
more complicated. While Qudah insists that the percentage 
of these grains is equal, the NSCP said that at the ime it 
announced that the cost of coffee should be 3.25JD pCT kg. 
the ministry had not specified the percentage of each kind of 
grain in the mixture. “The percentage of each kind in the 
mixture is set according to specifications and measures put 
down by the Ministry” Quasmeh told The Star. 

The NSCP believes that if the Ministry continues to side 
with traders, the other parties in the profit circle will lose. 
“We should know that most traders also have their own 
mills, which limits the profit to a small number of dealers" 
Ubeidat said. 

The question of why the ministry floated prices is raised 
frequently. Quasmeh said that the reason behind the floating 
is the shortage of quantities which followed the decrease in 
world markets. “We floated prices to encourage traders to 
import coffee but since then we put a ceiling which no one 
can exceed,” he added. But the NSCP claims that die traders 
themselves did not want this floating. They believe that such 
floating will create competition. “If we want free trade, float¬ 
ing is necessary. The law of supply and demand must pre¬ 
vail” Hassan told The Star. 

Despite all of these recriminations, the NSCP continues to 
call for the boycott. Ubeidat said it will continue as long as 
the ministry keeps ignoring the consumers’ interest. 

But the question remains, what is the real effect of the boy¬ 
cott on traders. Hassan claims that the boycott is only having 
a limited effect. 

The problem has been given more attention than it 
deserves. Is coffee such a basic commodity that the increase 
in its prices can be seen as catastrophic? ” 1 own this mill 
and think coffee is a superfluous commodity beside the nega¬ 
tive effects it has on one’s health” said Hassan. “We are pre¬ 
occupied with this issue while problems like unemployment 
remain unresolved.” ■ 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
ANNUAL NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
CITIZENS LIVING IN JORDAN 

Have you registered with the British Embassy? If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registration 
form. 

If you have registered during 1995, please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about any 
changes of address and/ or telephone number. Such confirmation 
is in the interest of all British nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three months the Embassy 
will be obliged to consider that those concerned have left the 
country. The names will accordingly be deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which dose not 
have an Embassy or Consular in Jordan, Please ask the British 
Embassy,Consular Section, about registration formalities. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, near the 
Orthodox Club, Telephone 823100. The Post 
Office Box Number Is 87. 

The consulate is open from Sunday to Thursday 
08:30 -12:00 hours. 
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Our Say. . . . 


What after the elections 


THIS WEEK’S Palestinian elections are a cause for celebration not only to the 88 
winners, who deserved voter’s confidence, but also to the Palestinian people for 
having elected into office the first representative council in their history. 

Despite the sporadic procedural problems that surrounded the election cam¬ 
paign, the consensus of nearly three thousand international observers and journal¬ 
ists that the elections were free and democratic only adds to the legitimacy of the 
new legislative council and its president 

What now ? Very soon, Yasser Arafat will meet for the first time as an elected 
chairman, the Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, and will officially hand over 
the names of the elected members of the council. Chairman Arafat will immedi¬ 
ately begin his easy consultations on the appropriation of his 24-portfolio cabinet 
and then present the agenda for the next and final stage of negotiations with the Is¬ 
raelis on the final solution, including the issues of Jerusalem, refugees and dis¬ 
placed, settlements, water and borders. 

True, the new council and cabinet do not reflect faithfully the colorful spectrum 
of the political life of the PNA areas. Neither is there any substantial difference 
among the Palestinian political forces in regard to the issues that need to be re¬ 
solved. The difference, however, is how. 

Mr Arafat, his cabinet and the elected council will do wise not to ignore the op¬ 
position in handling the coming negotiations. They should also expand their grass¬ 
roots support when they assume a more open contact and consultations with the 
opposition parties and movements. After all, and in spite of Israeli redeployments, 
both the elected council and the opposition are still living under Israeli rule. Their 
agreement on the main issues and the mechanisms of realizing the national inter¬ 
ests of the Palestinian people constitute the principal card in the forthcoming and 
tough negotiations. In this very respect, they have to leam from the experience of 
the Israeli negotiators. Israel has in fact not only invested in inter-party differenc¬ 
es within the Israeli political establishment in her course of negotiations with the 
PLO, but also on the various approaches within the Labor's rank and file. 

More importantly, the PNA has to draw effective lessons from the experience of 
the Palestinian national movement inside and outside Palestine. Deciding on the 
fate of a whole nation by raising hands in a meeting can only be effective in an ag¬ 
gregated nation in its homeland with sharp contradicting forces. 

For the Palestinians, it is not. Consensus among the different organizations, 
movements, and political parties in the West Bank and Gaza is the cornerstone of 
the Palestinian potential vis-a-vis powerful Israel, and for the proper solution of 
the pending issues as well. Chairman Arafat should learn quickly how io run his 
new entity "as a politician, banking on the precious support of Palestinian masses 
as he enters the final and most crucial phase of negotiations on the road to an in¬ 
dependent state. ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


A friendly note, visit Eriteria! 


Dear Sir: 

AS AN Eritrean l was astounded by Dr 
Khairi Janbek’s (Article: Eritrean tragi¬ 
comedy) characterization of Eritrea and the 
conflict over Hanish Islands with Yemen. 
The Eritrean government has said all along 
that it favors international arbitration on the 
matter, if necessary. The government of 
Eritrea has also been very patient, unlike the 
emotions of Yemeni officials who spoke in- 
citefuliy during rallies gathered for the pur¬ 
pose of condemning Eritrea. Lfnfortunately. 
Dr Janbek and other Arabs in the region, in 
an effort to rally behind their fellow Arab 
country (Yemen), have been quick to con¬ 
demn Eritrea. Worse. Dr Janbek insults and 
belittles Eritrea as a creation of the Arabs 
and as a ‘Frankensiien' ‘megalomaniac’— 
charges that are without any foundation. 
Eritrea is nobody's creation, but Eritreans. 
We suffered for more than three decades 
and paid a heavy price to get where we are 
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right now. Just because Eritrea is poor, it 
should not be expected to abdicate its re¬ 
sponsibility of defending its territories no 
matter how far or difficult the task might 
be. I don’t know what Dr Khairi Janbek’s 
motivation or intentions were, but his read- i 
ers would have been better served if he had } 
stuck with the truth and the basic joumalis- l 
tic principle—gathering news and inform- i 
ing the readers. 

I This is just one Eritrean surprised by . 
the vilification of his beloved country by 
supposedly friendly neighbors', i Finally. : 
I would like to invite Khairi Janbek to visit ; 
Eritrea and see for himself and find out ; 
more about our country and its people. No 1 
hard feelings, of course. ■ 


pnatnael @ uodc-noaa^ov .Internet 
Paulas M. Natnaei 


Washington, D.C. 
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Eritrean invasion of Hanish island: 

A war by proxy, or 
status quo politics? 


We are bound to say that Israel is not likely to sacrifice her peace with 
the Arab world for the sake of Eritrea. Neither would Israel choose to 
get involved in this issue publicly. Naturally, Israel will continue to 
wait and see how serious the Arab reaction is. 



By Awni Abu Ghosh 


ECONOMIC POWER is the 
major drive of the New World 
Order. In the absence of a 
sharing partner in the shaping 
of international politics, the 
dominant power cares nothing 
about legitimate or historical 
rights. Its main concern focus¬ 
es only on its own interests 
and the means of insuring 
them. 

Proceeding from their own 
interests and taking opportuni¬ 
ty of this unprecedented 
chance, politicians in develop¬ 
ing countries try to find a 
place in this political structure. 

With the exception of 
France (which has well- 
established interests in Somal¬ 
ia and Djibuti). no western- 
traditional ally of Middle East¬ 
ern countries took a stance on 
the Eritrean invasion of the 
Yemeni Hanish Island. Even 
Israel, the most affected coun¬ 
try in the region from the clo¬ 
sure of the straits in the north¬ 
ern and southern Red Sea io 
the 1967 and 1973 wars, has 
so far said nothing on the is¬ 
sue. 

Out of political ignorance, 
some commentators have 
blamed Eritrea for its aggres¬ 
sion against the Hanish Islands 
on the basis of past Arab sup¬ 
port for the independence of 
Eritrea. This has nothing to do 
with the logic of politics. Nei¬ 
ther did the Eritreans accept 
assistance from the Arabs at 
the expense of their cause, nor 
did those Arabs have in mind 
any intention of being repaid 
by the Eritreans after indepen¬ 
dence. 

Arab assistance to the Eri¬ 
trean people’s straggle against 
emperor Haile Salessie was in¬ 
comparable to that provided 
when they were fighting 
against the pro-Marxist regime 
of Mangesto Haile Men am. 
However, with its large Arab- 
Muslim community. Eritrea 
has been an independent state 
since 1991, and has moved 
from the revolutionary stage to 
the state-building era. 

Eritrea is a poor country 
with weak socio-economic in¬ 


frastructures: 

Genuine Arab 
assistance to an 
Arab-Muslim - 
dominated Eri¬ 
trean nation 
should have 
continued after 
independence. 

Otherwise no 
commentator 
should be sur¬ 
prised by the 
Eritrean inva¬ 
sion of the Ye¬ 
meni Hanish Is¬ 
land using 
Israeli offen¬ 
sive boats and 
machine guns. 

The Arab 
states were di¬ 
vided in the 
Arab league 
meeting of 
1990 on the Iraqi occupation 
of Kuwait. Moreover, anti-Iraq 
action in the league actually 
was part of the war against 
Iraq. Today, the Arab League 
member states are unanimous 
against the Eritrean occupation 
of the Yemeni Island, but no 
one moves to liberate the Arab 
tenitory from a foreign coun¬ 
try. Doesn't Hanish deserve 
that solidarity? Or does the 
Arab League wait for media¬ 
tion from somewhere else? 

The Red Sea is an important 
regional and international nav¬ 
igation basin. With nearly 
2000-kilometer long, and 
250,000 square kilometers of 
water space, the Red Sea bor¬ 
ders five-Arab littoral coun¬ 
tries—Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen, Somalia, and Djibu¬ 
ti.... and one non-Arab st3tc. 
Eritrea. In Red Sea maritime 
dimensions. Eritrea has the 
third longest coastline after 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. More 
than 709r> of the isolated, and 
almost uninhabited, 280 is¬ 
lands in the Red Sea (mostly in 
its southern part) belong to 
Arab countries. Some of them 
were put al the disposal of the 
Eritrean guerrillas during the 
struggle for independence. 

The Mangesto regime col¬ 
laborated with the Israelis and 
gave them access through the 
‘Ethiopian' fishing docks in 



the Eritrean Maswa port to 
check these fighters. The stra¬ 
tegic location of these islands 
controls the navigation routes 
to the Bab ’Al Mandeb Strait in 
the south, and to the Indian 
and Atlantic oceans. Hence, 
the questions: is it the inten¬ 
tion of Eritrea to supervise 
world navigation in this strate¬ 
gic basin by occupying Han¬ 
ish? With (lie silence of Israel 
and the US. aren't the Arab 
states aware of the implica¬ 
tions and objectives of such a 
deliberate military action car¬ 
ried out by a poor, newly-born 
Eritrea? Cm this country sur¬ 
vive if the Arab littoral states 
agree to preserve their legiti¬ 
mate rights of maintaining 
sovereignty over their territo¬ 
ry? Who would come to assist 
Eritrea then? 

We are bound to say that Is¬ 
rael is not likely to sacrifice 
her peace with the Arab world 
for the sake of Eritrea. Neither 
would Israel choose to get in¬ 
volved in this issue publicly. 
Naturally, Israel will continue 
to wait and see how* serious 
the Arab reaction is. 

There is no doubt that Eri¬ 
trea would greatly benefit from 
Arab assistance and would 
achieve more through coopera¬ 
tion and interdependence with 
her Arab neighbors. Eriicran 
leadership makes an unformid- 


able mistake if it thinks that 
stubborn, old-aged positions int 
crucial political conflicts^ 
would work in the new world 
era. Procrastination and ma¬ 
neuvering would not help the 
Eritreans neither in their aspi¬ 
rations to sovereignty, nor to 
development. 

Unconditional negotiations, 
good neighborly relations, and 
cooperation with the Arab 
states are the reasonable and 
accepted means of ushering in 
a new phase of consolidating 
the interests of all peoples of 
this strategic region, including 
those of the Eritreans. Gone 
has the time of status quo poli¬ 
tics. as has the time of war by 
proxy. 

Arab states should not deal 
with the Eritrean invasion of 
Hanish in the way a “hijacker" 
threatens his addressee author¬ 
ity- 

Otherwise, their patience 
or ’ flexibility' would be inter¬ 
preted in terms of impotence. 
The mediation of a third party 
could be acceptable, but not in 
the sense of courting only Ar¬ 
abs to honour regional and 
world peace. It is the external¬ 
ly-driven aggressor who is to 
blame for destablization in the 
region, and even to politically 
pay for that fatal mistake 
against the Eritrean people in 
the first place. ■ 


Bosnia 


Clinton’s feather cap 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 
Star US Correspondent 


THE PEACE accord for Bos¬ 
nia. brokered by US President 
Bill Clinton and his Secretary 
of State ‘Warren Christopher 
and their task force, is a feath¬ 
er in the cap of Clinton 3nd his 
administration. Interestingly, 
this accomplishment serves as 
a shameful decrying of Eu¬ 
rope's failure on its own turf. 

The disintegration of former 
Yugolsavia and the consequent 
degeneration into a conflict 
that has been the worst war sit¬ 
uation witnessed by Europe 
since the end of World War II. 
posed grave challenges to the 
continent. There existed the 
distinct danger of igniting the 
entire Balkan Peninsula, plus 
Turkey, possibly Greece. Bul¬ 
garia. Armenia and others. 
Such a conflict, which still re¬ 
mains a possibility, would en¬ 
gulf Europe. the Mediterranean 
and the Middle East in a night¬ 
mare scenario of intertwining 
hatreds, prejudices, and ven¬ 
geance among ethnicities and 
religions, and would put into 
question ali international boun¬ 
daries that came into existence 
after 1945. 

Europe was and continues to 
feel threatened by major move¬ 
ments of refugees and dis¬ 
placed populations spilling 
across borders. This has chal¬ 
lenged the tranquility, peace 
and ’'cleanliness" of Western 
Europe’s pampered popula¬ 
tions, thus spreading more oil 
on the fires of racism and eth¬ 
nic hatred, nourishing an al¬ 
ready strong Fascist revival in 
the area. 

The list of anger and self- 
pcrccjvcd threats to Europe is 
much longer, bui the above ex¬ 
amples suffice to denote the 
reasons for its insecurity Yet, 
despire these potential threats. 
Europe could not get its act to¬ 
gether and lake a bold, concert¬ 
ed action to quell the fires of 
ethnic and religious strife in 
Bosnia and the rest of former 
Yugoslavia. Instead. Europe 
spoke in cacophonic discon¬ 


certed voices, with one Euro¬ 
pean power supporting a spe¬ 
cific faction in Bosnia, and 
other powers supporting oth¬ 
ers. Thus Germany’s diem be¬ 
came the Croats; Russia 
( Asian, but in this context Eu¬ 
ropean! favored the Serbs; the 
British and French swayed but 
settled on an attitude of being 
for and with nobody, occasion¬ 
ally voicing some sympathy 
for the horrors suffered by the 
Muslims--but not the usurpa¬ 
tion of their land and their 
rights. 


Europe was hiding behind 
the United Nations and its 
emasculated peace-keeping 
forces. These forces, in turn, 
were on Anile peace/ 
reconciliation/mcdiauon mis¬ 
sions led by outdated and out 
of function retired dignitaries 
like Lord Owen whose ineffi- 
cacy was Surpassed only by 
Butrous Ghali’s personal repre¬ 
sentative Yasushi Aicashi. 
whose only accomplishment 
on behalf of the UN was to 
wear an insipid smile of si¬ 
lence in the face of a thousand 



“whys" when the terrible mas¬ 
sacres in Bosnia occurred. 

Yes. Europe acted in a cow¬ 
ardly manner. All were afraid 
of getting involved. They sacri¬ 
ficed dignity for comfort, prin¬ 
ciples for personal causes, sac¬ 
rificed their co-European 
Bosnians for fear of responsi¬ 
bility. In truth. Europe has be¬ 
come fat and insensitive, le¬ 
thargic and cowardly, even in 
the face of Tires burning into 
its own home. Europe was un¬ 
able to summon the courage to 
join a unified force until Clin¬ 
ton seized the initiative 
as the leader of NATO. 
His courage and elo¬ 
quence defending his 
Bosnia policy to skep¬ 
tics in Congress effec¬ 
tively dwarfed the 
meek politicians in Eu¬ 
rope. 

This is not 1916 
when America went to 
rescue the democracies 
of Europe from Prus¬ 
sian militarism; it is not 
1941 when the US 
went to rescue Europe¬ 
an nations from Ger¬ 
man Nazism. It is 1996, 
and America has gone 
to rescue Europe from 
its own shame and in¬ 
sensitivity. a hardy 
bravo for Climon who 
became President in 
1992 as a green novice 
m world affaire and 
who now marches to¬ 
ward the end of his first 
term in office as a 
statesman of world stat¬ 
ure. His actions have 
led to peace between 
Jordan and Israel, 
peace for the Palestin¬ 
ians. peace in Haiti, 
and peace with North 
Korea. And soon, hope¬ 
fully, this list will 
lengthen to include 
peace between Israel. 
Syria, and Lebanon. 

A rather impressive 
rcco ^ti for the country 
politician from Arkan¬ 
sas. ■ 


The 

goodwill of 
the colonel 


AMONG THE new year 
messages of goodwill, 
hope and expectations, 
one seems to have es¬ 
caped unnoticed. This is 
perhaps because the send¬ 
er is not taken seriously. 
Die message is that of 
colonel Qadhafi to Iraqis 
to take up arms against 
Jordan. 

Clearly, the message is 
a safe bet of the most rev¬ 
olutionary kind, for the 
Libyan leader knows the 
score before hand, that 
Iraqis have not forgotten 
the solidarity that Jordani¬ 
ans have given them. 
Though the message ex¬ 
plicitly urges Iraqis to 
fight a gains t Jordan, it re¬ 
flects the disillusionment 
of the Colonel in igniting 
war between the two fra¬ 
ternal countries, by avoid¬ 
ing a call on president 
Saddam to take military 
action against Jordan. The 
irony of the matter is that 
Qadhafi’s message was 
not taken seriously by 
Iraqis, but had the oppo¬ 
site effect of finding a re¬ 
sponse by the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment who broadcast 
the message on the state 
sponsored Iraqi Radio. 

Die reason behind this 
decision by the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment's actions remains 
enigmatic. It could be that 
they want to show the ma¬ 
levolent intentions of the 
regime in Benghazi which 
actively advocates an ins- 
surection by the Iraqis 
against the wishes of their 
government which has 
good neighborly relations 
with Jordan. This would 
distance the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment from regimes like 
the Libyan one which al¬ 
legedly sponsors violence, 
or alternatively, would 
frighten Jordan into sub¬ 
mission to a will that is 
not of its own. In either 
case, broadcasting this 
malevolent message on 
the Iraqi Radio shows 
how little impact, irrele¬ 
vant anachronisms have 
on the international and 
regional arenas. The repu¬ 
tation and the credibility 
of the Libyan regime are 
nor the most unblemished 
internationally. conse¬ 
quently it has become a 
well known fact that any¬ 
thing coming from that di¬ 
rection is usually taken 
with a pinch of salt 
throughout the world of 
realism and sanity. So 
what impact did the Iraqi 
government think that the 
message it relayed, would 
have? Of course nothing 
whatsoever, but in the 
spirit of cheap slogans 
and bravado, it seemed 
die most appropriate thing 
to do. 

U is Jordan's most 
cherished desire that the 
sanctions imposed against 
Iraq and Libya (for differ¬ 
ent reasons) be lifted, and 
the integration of both 
countries back into the 
fold of the Arab world 
and the international com¬ 
munity be achieved as 
soon as possible. For Jor¬ 
dan, it is not the personal¬ 
ities and governments that 
matter, but alleviating the 
misery and difficulties 
brought on by the sane-, 
tions, whom the people of 
both countries bare the,, 
brant of. Instead of stir¬ 
ring (rouble, perhaps the 
Colonel's advice to the 
Iraqi people could be 
spared, and instead the 
difficulties of the Libyan 
people could be taken into 
consideration when the 
Libyan foreign policy 
goes through the twists 
and turns of a convoluted. 
approach to world events.. 
Undoubtedly, Jordan has 
nothing against the Lib¬ 
yan people, and continues 
to work for the lifting of 
sanctions imposed against 
them, and it takes more 
than banal threats and 
curses to worry the Jorda¬ 
nian people. 

As for our Iraqi broth¬ 
ers, Jordan has nothing to 
prove neither to the peo¬ 
ple nor to the government 
of Iraq. The Jordanian 
people have always re¬ 
plied to the calls of the 
needs of their Iraqi broth¬ 
ers specifically, and foe 
test of the people of the 
Arab world generally. 
Neither the airwaves nor 
the screams wifi dissuade 
Jordan from its path. ■ 
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Business 
scene 


II Jordan's trade balance 
'deficit with Syria fell 
-fioneJD 22 million in 
1994 to JD 13 tirillibo in 
I 995 , as Jordan’s exports 
to Syria increased from 
j 0 26.7 million to JD 
’ 35,2 million respectively. 
Syrian exports to Jordan 
jjayed at. JD 48.2 million 
^ the last two years. Jor¬ 
dan exports to Syria 
include: Cement, steel 
. pipes, and different raw 
materials, whereas it 
imports from Syria 
'include: food stuffs, tex¬ 
tiles, and confectionery. 
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lust*; 'god Publishing Co (Ad 
for J Dusiour) is to invite sub¬ 
mits ?: -saiption for 500,000 new 
no, i! ^shares starting 27 Janu- 
org^! ary, and will last 30 days. 

Jrj«jZ^ Current shareholders will 

i tWl ‘have priority to buying 
I - 250,000 shares in the first 
*! : tiro weeks while the other 
ui it. Quarter of a million shares 

J 0 J- will be put for public sub¬ 
let scription starting 11 Feb- 

^3 maty and for two weeks, 

x,; * Ad Dustour paid up capi- 

i rc ^j tal is JD 75 million. 
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bn Tfe| ■ Jordan’s ice-box trans- 

7 ■» ^ port services were affed¬ 
ge ia ed by a JD 10 million 

s, h n losses in 1995. The 800 to 

e 1200 ice box fleet accu- 

ng jg.; mulated losses- amounting 

uqi lo JD 30 million during 

ro^i the last.five years. Asked 

he $£,' whether the Jordan-Israel 

idjo ; transport accord opens 

jdJ 4,1 new perspectives for Jor- 

jnjdaman ice box transports, 


tment's 3ciK<n, reojg _Mr Abdul Rahim JanunaL, 
gmatic. It could befei transport general manger 
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■ Three environmaital 
projects will be launched 
in Aqaba on ecological 
and pollution protection. 
They will be financed by 
the .World Environment 
Service and the German 
Agency at a cost of $2 
million. USAID will also 
contribute. 
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US trade missions reveals disparity 
in approach to business 


By Mohammad A da wiya 

Special to The Star 

THE HOPE of the Jordanian 
business community that for¬ 
eign in vestors play a large role 
in curing the country's eco¬ 
nomic woes is not being met 
with the same eagerness by 
triear American counterparts. 
Jordanian and American busi¬ 
nessmen appear to have differ¬ 
ent expectations over wbat 
each side can and should do 
for the other. Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen are increasingly look¬ 
ing to their counterparts 
abroad for answers to macro¬ 
economic problems at home. 
While one side is talking con¬ 
tacts and business opportuni¬ 
ties, tbe Jordanians are talking 
about rebuilding the economic 
infrastructure and increasing 
standards of Bving. This dis¬ 
parity was evident last week as 
a United States trade mission 
arrived on a four-day visit. 

“Actually, we look to your 
visit to Jordan with the frame¬ 
work of the results of the sum¬ 
mit The American role 
needed for participating in the 


rehabilitation and building of 
the Middle East economies is 
the largest and most impor¬ 
tant,” Mr Haider Murad, presi¬ 
dent of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, told the trade mis¬ 
sion. “Your role,” Mr Haider 
added later, “is 
becoming greater 
in terms of 
strengthening tc Wo 

and building JVG 

peace by translat- « 

ing development 1 

into reality. A 
reality that will til Vi 

improve the sum- + JL . 

dard of living for Itlt Ui 

people in the with i 

states of the Wtlrl ( 

region.” / O 

The Araeri- ■*- 

cans, neverthe¬ 
less. placed less 
emphasis on 
their role during 
the mission. 

They appeared to simply be 
loolting for business opportuni¬ 
ties in the region. “We’re all 
here just to re-establish the con¬ 
tacts, or strengthen contacts, 
between the American and 


Arab business community,” 
Mr Kent Morris, a political risk 
analyst accompanying the US 
delegation explaiooL With no 
discussion of economic 
rebuilding. Mr Morris contin¬ 
ued by saying that, “Our mis¬ 
sion is to bring American busi- 


“We have sought to promote 
reciprocal trade and 
investment opportunities 
throughout the Arab world 
with companies based in the 
13 western states,” Mr 
Patterson, said. 


ness here ” 

Adding to Mr Moms' com¬ 
ments, Mr Stan Patterson, pres¬ 
ident of the West Coast Ameri- 
can-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce, further explained 


this limited role his organiza¬ 
tion is prepared and able to 
play in the region. “We have 
sought to promote reciprocal 
trade and investment opportu¬ 
nities throughout the Arab 
world with companies based in 
the 13 western 
states.” Mr Pat¬ 
terson, said in 
Tmnt 0 describing the 

ftnUlC purpose of his 

J organization’s 

* visit. The aim of 

fj/jri these missions, 

tCl5 Patterson 

Siyjf I expanded, “...are 

particularly bene- 
m the? ficial for the 

fi in t? small and 

if. medium busi- 

L * nessman who has 

not the resources 
normally to have 
the access.” 

The group he 
heads, founded some 23 years 
ago, hopes to help smaller US 
businesses tap the Middle East 
market by making contacts and 
establishing personal relation¬ 
ships with their Jordanian* 
counterparts. “It is awfully 


contiitue to 


curse 
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factories, companies' -and institutions 
are only some of-ife steps undertaken,' 
said Dr Nader Abu Sha'ar the minis- 
ter. of labour.■ "Yv" 


ares show that 120,269 Job applica- 


Planning, 


, / ihand, aad the pogfl^l jeueroissions^ ^ reduce job insecurity.' > d am a gu g attitudes towards vocational;', 
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Saket 


Jordan may gain great advantages 
from European dialogue 


AMMAN, (Star)—In the past 
three decades, Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation has 
passed through three stages of 
development. This point was 
emphasized by Dr Bass am 
Saket in a lecture on the “Bar¬ 
celona Conference and the Jor¬ 
danian Economy.” 

In the early 1970s, coopera¬ 
tion between Europe and the 
Arabs was concentrated exclu¬ 
sively on economic issues and 
avoided Arab political con¬ 
cerns over the Middle East 
conflict, said Dr Bassam SakeL 
He added that from 1979 
onwards, the so-called Arab- 
European dialogue was margi¬ 
nalized owing to the neutraliza¬ 
tion of Egypt in the Arab- 
Israeti conflict and to the rising 
oil prices which reached $40 
per barrel. However, the Arab- 
European dialogue assumed a 
broader scope in the wake of 
the Gulf war, and began to take 
on social, political, and eco¬ 
nomic dimensions. 

As to the absence of the 
Gulf in the Arab-European 
dialogue, Saket argued that in 
the post-Gulf war era, the US 
imposed its will on these coun¬ 
tries and ousted European 
influence- 


Dr Saket outlined the Euro- 
US rivalry on the political and 
economic positions in the Mid¬ 
dle EasL He attributed the revi¬ 
val of tljis competition to the 
recession of the US economy 
with the Republican dominat¬ 
ing die US Congress. For 
Europe, this was an opportu¬ 
nity to exploit their geographi¬ 
cal proximity to, and the his¬ 
torical and economic relations 
with, the southern and eastern 
countries of the Middle EasL 
Dr Saket also noted that the 
drive to invigorate Euxo-Med 
relations was encouraged by 
Europe’s political will and its 
financial assets. 

Dr Saket analyzed the secur¬ 
ity, socio-economic, and politi¬ 
cal aspects of this issue as 
reflected in the final Barcelona 
Communique. He said that Jor¬ 
dan will gain great advantages 
from such cooperation with 
Europe. He outlined the strat¬ 
egy required from the Jorda¬ 
nian private and public sectors 
if it warns to benefit from the 
intensive European programs. 
He called for trade liberaliza¬ 
tion in the Mediterranean 
countries and especially 
emphasized tbe role of the ser¬ 
vice sector as an integral pan 


of development as it is 
responsible for 65% of the 
GNP. Dr Saket believes 
that an expansion ia the 
world markets will occur 
which would ultimately be 
conducive to competition 
from the emergence of 
new industries. However, 

Saket envisaged the ser¬ 
vices sector including 
banks and insurance com¬ 
panies, as a main venue of 
stronger competition. 

Hence, he advised the 
firms concerned to rase 
their paid off capital to be 
able to stand up to compe¬ 
tition with European com¬ 
panies which are likely to 
come to the region, espe¬ 
cially after the signing of Saket 
the trade agreement with 
Israel. 

He outlined the specific 
aims of the Barcelona Declara¬ 
tion, particularly the target of 
creating areas of stable devel¬ 
opment in the eastern and 
southern regions of the Medi¬ 
terranean. and emphasized the 
importance of the commercial, 
economic, and financial 
exchange among their coun¬ 
tries. He explained how gaps 
in the developmental levels 
between the Eastern and 



southern European countries, 
and those of the eastern and 
southern parts of the Mediter¬ 
ranean can be filled. Saket 


He explained how Jordan 
can benefit from the so-called 
‘capital highways,’ investment, 
and technology, but stressed 
the importance of adopting ef¬ 
ficient socio-economic and ad¬ 
ministrative policies which are 
based on national earnings as 
an essential solution to devel¬ 
opment He 3 dded that the ra¬ 
tional use of these earnings, 
loans, and external investments 
follows. 

Dr Saket underlined transpa¬ 
rency in the implementation of 
projects, effective laws which 
issue the rights of the citizen, 
and any other individual inves¬ 
tor, and the preservation of the 
following bases for the future: 
electronic data; national (do¬ 
mestic) investment; and incen¬ 
tives. He called for a national 
conference grouping together 
private and public sector repre¬ 
sentatives to work out a socio- 


pointed out Lhe dimensions of economic strategy with a time 
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the establishment of free-trade 
zones between these countries 
within the concept of a Euro¬ 
pean partnership. 

Among other issues. Dr 
Saket spoke about the labor 
movement between the Medi¬ 
terranean and European coun¬ 
tries. and ways of establishing 
economic stability. He said 
that custom exemptions, loans, 
and aid programs are very 
important. 


ceiling. Such a strategy should 
elaborate Jordan’s future direc¬ 
tions, namely the state’s socio¬ 
economic role and its limita¬ 
tions. Saket believes that such 
an accepted formula is suffi¬ 
cient to the satisfaction of the 
two sectors, and the local and 
foreign investors on as far as 
the states’ orientation towards 
socio-economic performances 
and programs are concerned. 


V s * '■ /. x: :r,'. 


easy to do business with peo¬ 
ple you know; it is difficult to 
do business with people that 
you don’t know," Mr Patterson 
asserted. He warned, however, 
the organization does not 
attempt to, “...do business for 
[its] members...[but rather] are 
simply a facilitator to let peo¬ 
ple establish contacts....” 

The reciprocity which Mr 
Patterson refers to, however, 
was not evident in Mr Murad’s 
statements. As President of 
the Amman Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, Mr Murad spoke very 
little of any desire on behalf of 
Jordanian businessmen to pen¬ 
etrate the US market. While 
he does briefly touch on the 
subject when he draws atten¬ 
tion to the nearly JD 193 mil¬ 
lion trade imbalance that exists' 
between Jordan and tbe United 
States in tbe latter’s favor. 3 nd 
tbe resulting need to increase 
exports to the US, the topic of 
Jordanians attempting to enter 
the US market was missing 
from his comments. His 
remarks, instead, focused on 
the need for American busi¬ 
nesses to invest in Jordan. 
'The American-Arab Chamber 
of Commerce...shoulders a 
heavy responsibility for pro¬ 
moting investment in Jor¬ 
dan....” Mr Murad explained. 
“The way wiU be paved for 
you to launch serious invest¬ 
ments using Jordan as a 
base...,” Murad added. 

At times," the persistence of 
stressing US investment in Jor¬ 
dan, and over the tone of 
accommodation resulted in a 
sense of desperation. “We are 
willing and ready to provide 
the members of the delegation 
or any other American investor 
with any information 
on...projects intended to be set 
up in Jordan.” Mr Murad said 
proudly. 

The disparity in -expecta¬ 
tions that was revealed so 
clearly during this and other 
similar functions, illustrates 
Jordan’s unpreparedness to be 
a full and equal partner in the 
global business community. 
As long as Jordanian busi¬ 
nesses continue to expect more 
than their counterparts are pre¬ 
pared to offer, this disparity - 
will continue to manifest itself 
in huge trade deficits and poor 
standards of living. ■ . 
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CBJ raises interest rate 

ONE OF the big challenges of Arab and Jordanian banking 
services is the increasing number of banks under conditions 
of both limited resources and sharp competition, said Dr Ziad 
Fareez, the new governor of the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ), He added that while this confirms the high competi¬ 
tion among domestic banks, it also halts raising interest rates. 
Such a situation will remain unless the interest rate of the 
dinar increases sharply. Once that happens, the burden will 
be unbearable and banks will in cum raise their interest rates 
on loans and securities. 

So. within its policies of controlling liquidity, the CBJ has 
recently circulated a memorandum to all licensed banks 
advising them of JD 10 

million certificates of ‘ — •. ~ ' 

deposit for 3 and 6 ~. - j 

months, starting 20 Janu- .. . I 

arv, at an interest rate of " 

9.25% and 9.5% respec- = jfflg|F ; 

lively. The current certif- ■ '2 -> 

icate assets at the CBJ W _>■ 

increased from nearly JD jaH j 

344 million to JD 350.9 ' 

million. In this way, the |§p: f. -■ && '■ \ 

CBS seeks to limit the * 

ceiling of the undesired 2 §£. “■» JastA,-?. j 

facilities offered ro local . ; j 

banks and. at the same 

time, absorb surplus j 

liquidity. WML & %W &2. % 

Hence, the CBJ main- - i 

tained the discount rate :jp- ' ;i 

at 8.5%, and the interest :iyg • Jl 

rate of advances offered --——- 

by lending corporations Fareez 
at 7.5% at most. Mean¬ 
while, the CBJ expressed 

its readiness to rebuy the certificates in dinars for those who 
want to sell at a !0% irwrest rate. By doing so, the CBJ con¬ 
trols liquidity and unde&htble security facilities alike. 

The new measures undertaken by the CBJ in this regard 
make the dinar more attractive for investment. They "also 
encourage depositors to transfer their savings in foreign cur¬ 
rencies into JDs and pour them into the CBJ. Eventually, the 
latter will accumulate a substantial reserve that covers Jor¬ 
dan’s imports fora three month period at least. 

The CBJ also noted that deposits at local banks grew by 
only 5.1 % (i.e. JD 5665 million.! by last October, whereas rite 
deposits of the private sector in convertible currencies grew 
by 12.1% (i.e. JD 2.204 million), but with only a JD 23S 6 
million growth in the same period. At the same time, the CBJ 
also noted that the growth rate of deposits in the dinar was 
only 1.8% (i.e. an increase of JD 34.9 million). 

The CBJ bulletin of October '95 shows that the total vol¬ 
ume of dinar deposits during that month was JD 33.1 million, 
while deposits in foreign currencies increased by 1 . 1 % (i.e. 
JD 24.1 million). But the total volume of deposits fell by JD 9 
million in that period It seems that this is one of the reasons 
for the CBJ’s desire to rase the interest rate on the dinar. 

Some people point to the fact that rasing the interest rat.* 
needs more time to bring about the effectiveness of the trans¬ 
fer of foreign currencies into dinars. Though these peopie 
confirm the benefits which the depositors can have from this 
transfer, namely because of the difference between the inter¬ 
est rate of the dinar and the dollar which reached 4.3125%, 
they also warn the depositors of an equitable less if they • 
abstain from canying out this transfer, especially since the 
dinar exchange rate vis-a-vis the. doiiar is fixed. However, 
depositors can reverse the transfer if they wish to do so later.' 
and at the Fixed price. B 
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MONDAY 
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♦ Jonbn Rock Woolen 
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American Sioux Indians purch; 
mobile abattoir equipment 



♦ Arab Bank 
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* Ceseral Insurance 


+ Arab Bank 


All data provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


THE BRITISH marketing company. 
Hu mas Ltd., announced today that the 
Chbeyenne River Sioux trite of South 
Dakota, USA. have signed a purchase 
order for a SANMO mobile abattoir as 
well as mobile processing equipment, val¬ 
ued at US$1.1 million, as part of plans to 
return the American Baffalo to the great 
prairies. The high tech. SANMO products 
are developed and built in Sweden by 
Sandsfroms Transport producer AB and 
are marketed internationally by Humans 
Ltd. of Bury Si. Edmunds, Suffolk, in a 
DTI endorsed 'Eureka; joint venture. The 
equipment ordered forms part of the 
SANMO range of mobile abattoirs, which 
can handle ail fanning species (from 
sheep to cattle) and game species (from 
ostriches to buffalo). 


The SANMO mobile abattoir and pro¬ 
cessing equipment plans and specifica¬ 
tions have been approved by the Ministry 
of Agriculture in tbe UK and the approval 
process is nearing completion with the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 
The highly sophisticated equipment that 
will operate in any environment in the 
world, can process animals up to 1.2 
tonnes and will allow prairie grazed Buf¬ 
falo to be processed humanely and in the 
most hygienic environment. A team of six 
to eleven is needed to operate both the 
mobile abattoir and the mobile processing 
trailer, dependent upon the throughout 
required 

The 60 million strong American Buf¬ 
falo population was declined by the 


‘whiteman’ through the 1800s in an 
attempt to subjugate the western tribal 
nations and this remains a tragic depriva¬ 
tion for the Indian of today. By the 198Us 
under 500 American Buffalo remained in 
North Americ; by 19S7 this number had 
risen to nearly 50,000. 

The Buffalo have always heid great 
meaning for the American Indian people 
and the tribes are unified in their determi¬ 
nation to.return the Buffalo in the tribal 
lands. 37 tribes have formed these!ves 
inio an Inter-Tribal Bison Co-operative 
and the boundaries of these tribes are rep¬ 
resented by the Blackfeet trite in Mon¬ 
tana, the Oneida of Wisconsin, the Choc¬ 
taw nation in Oklahoma and the Picuris 
Pueblo tribe in New Mexico. ■ 
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New legitimacy, 
old problems 
confront 
coming era 

By Marjorie Miller 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

JERUSALEM—In the last four months, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat signed a key peace agreement with Israel, 
mourned the slaying of his Israeli partner. Yitzhak Rabin, 
assumed control of Arab towns in the West Bank and 
became the first freely elected president of his people. 

Arafat won the election with 88 percent of the vote, expos¬ 
ing the weakness of opposition groups such as the extremist 
Hamas, and effectively carving the Israeli-PaJcstioian peace 
process in stone. 

Now comes the hard pan. 

Arafat must use his new legitimacy to tackle the tough 
issues still on the negotiating table with Israel—Jerusalem, 
the city both sides claim as their capital; the Palestinians' 
demand for statehood: Jewish settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip; and the fate of Palestinian refugees. 

Clearly the 65-year-old Arafat has won more in his short 
life as a peacemaker than in all his decades of making war 
on Israel The relatively clean election suddenly makes him 
the Arab world's most democratic leader, and strengthens 
his hand for the final stage of peace negotiations that are to 
begin in May. 

But it does not guarantee him any happy solutions. 

Before the final negotiations can even begin, Arafat must 
make good on his promise to amend articles of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization's charter calling for the destruction 
of the Jewish state. In the interim accord Arafat signed with 
Rabin last September, he committed the Palestinian 
National Council —the PLO's legislature—to eliminating 
the hostile articles within two months after Palestinian 
elections. 

Many members of the PNC, however, are leftist hard¬ 
liners. exiled for years, who oppose the changes and view 
Arafat's step-by-step peace deal as bowing to Israel. In the 

F ast. Arafat has used delays to finesse the issue, but now 
sxaeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, who faces his own 
election bid this year, says he will halt any further Israeli 
troop redeployment and the rest of the peace process if Ara¬ 
fat does not keep his word. 

Arafat may try to increase the size of the approximately 
450-member PLO council to gamer the yes votes he needs. 
Israel has said it will permit 300 members of the council 
still in exile to enter the Palestinian autonomous area for the 
vote—and to remain if they want—but several already have 
refused. 

From afar, it might appear as if the best thing for Arafat 
to do would be to use his newfound status to consolidate his 
gains—Gaza Strip and about 30 percent of the West 
Bank— and focus his energies on developing the infrastruc¬ 
ture of his nascent country. 

But the vast majority of Arafat voters were casting their bal¬ 
lots in favor of a Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its 
capital. This is what Arafat pledged in his campaign, and 
the Palestinian people saw Arafat as the leader most able to 
lead them to this goal. 

The point was driven home again on Monday, when PLO 
leader Mahmoud Abbas, who oversaw the Palestinian elec¬ 
tion commission, was quoted in Israeli papers as saying that 
the new. 88-member legislative council elected along with 
Arafat would declare Palestinian independence during its 
three-year term. 

‘The council that was elected has brought us five minutes 
from independence, and the council will declare indepen¬ 
dence during its three-year term “Abbas said. 

Israeli officials says that independence is something only 
Israel can grant to the Palestinians and that the size and 
authority of the Palestinian autonomous area will be deter¬ 
mined through negotiations. 

Israel also says there is no room for compromise on Jeru¬ 
salem. The eastern half of Jerusalem and the Old City were 
captured from Jordan in the 1967 war and will never again 
be divided. Israel says. 

Palestinian leaders allege that it was with an eye toward 
final negotiations that Israel put thousands of police officers 
on the street on election day. They chaigc that the police 
frightened away potential voters in order to reduce the Pal¬ 
estinians profile in. and claim on. the city. 

When the voter turnout in East Jerusalem proved to be 
about half that of anywhere else but Hebron—the only West 
Bank city where Israeli troops remain—Israel's Minister of 
Internal Security. Moshe Shahal. leaped on the results: “The 
Arab residents of Jerusalem voted for the unity of Jerusalem 
and for the status quo in the city.” 

In his view, that means those who abstained do not want 
to be citizens of a future Palestinian state. Many Palestinian 
residents of Jerusalem respond that they did not want to 
vote “under occupation." 

And so the battles go for Arafat. Palestinians want the 
more than 120.000 Jewish settlers in the West Bank to pull 
up stakes, and the settlers claim it is their birthright, land 
given to Jews by God. Palestinians demand the return of 
hundreds of thousands of refugees who went to Lebanon, 
Syria and Jordan follow Israel's 1948 and 1967 wars: Israel 
so far says no. ■ 



Refugees bring mixed Palestinians 

emotions to first Palestinian e Jf ct Arafat as 

elections first present 


By Daniel Williams 311(1 Ion S- roodcs: dresses lined impressioi 

LA Times-Washington Post U P alongside men in cloth ians were 

News Service headdresses. In both cases, this life under 

signifies the traditions of a vil- Residen 
JAB ALIY AH REFUGEE lage existence they have long largely ii 

camp, Gaza Strip—because ago abandoned. In some cases. hundreds i 

residents in this vast refugee the modesty was driven by Palest ini ai 

camp feel like losers in the Muslim religious conviction. yet to see 

peace process, they brought After voting, the women the peace 

mixed emotions to their polling retired to their homes or stayed helped bri 

places Saturday as they voted in the unseasonable sunshine to in cramp® 

in the Palestinians' first watch children at play: the men itive hous 

national elections. drank coffee on roadsides. AH construct* 

In conversations with sev- seemed to be debating whether are scare 

eral groups of voters, one it was wise to vote, whom they unhealthy, 

theme emerged unanimously: ought to have voted for and time of yc 

In making peace with Israel, why. sewers chr 

the major compromises were “1 think basically people This 
made by the Palestinian refu- voted for candidates they think progress o 

gees—not only those in the they can trust, that they know the condii 

Gaza Strip and the West Bank, well," said KhaJed Abdel- whose ant 

but also those who live in Arab Salaam, a day laborer. 'That is the West 

countries and have no voice in their protection against the These Pah 

the matter. The recognition of peace negotiations.” to invest 

Israel by the Palestine Libera- * Jabaliyah holds a special future, am 

tion Organization crushed the place in Palestinian nationalist siasticalJy 

faint hope for them that some- lore. It was here that the inti- compromi: 

day. people driven from their fada, the revolt against Israeli So. mai 
homes almost 50 years ago— military occupation, began in while lanv 

or their descendants—would 19S7. That uprising broke the of their ho 

return to their places of 

origin. “ 

And they were aware 
that by voting—even if 
for a protest candidate— 
they were accomplices m ** 

the deal. Gaining control 
of sizable portions of 
Gaza and the West Bank 
was little comfort to those 
who. like most of those in 
this camp, trace their roots 
to areas inside whaL is ^ 

“We are now part of the „ ... _ ..Jt 1 

process—sadly. I would iv jy'; -’ 
say." said Saeb Samur. a -"M ■ ■ 

tailor. “We will elect a ‘ ■ •MjjHBBWP' . 

president who accepted \ V 

tile deal and an assembly - \ " 

that will work with it." v - -wt 

He was referring to JP 

Yasser Arafat, the almost- ■wjv” 
certain winner in the pres- 

idential vote, and the 88- . 

seat governing assembly, jff r ' W 

for which the Gaza Strip <. l > 

will provide 12 members. jL^«irP§«ik ^ . 

Despite such misgiv- <•- JBgjlJfc/jB. '- 

ings. Jabaliyah voters . ..... .. .jtf 

seemed to turn out in " , _ . , . _ 

force. Women in shawls A woman casts vote to the Legislative Council 


impression that the Palestin¬ 
ians were forever resigned to 
life under Israel's rule. 

Residents of Jabaliyah live 
largely in squalor, and like 
hundreds of thousands of other 
Palestinian refugees, they have 
yet to see much benefit from 
the peace accord their revolt 
helped bring about. Most live 
in cramped, cinder-block prim¬ 
itive housing. Almost no new 
construction is going on, jobs 
arc scarce, conditions arc 
unhealthy, and at this rainy 
time of year, streets flood and 
sewers chronically back up. 

This lack of material 
progress contrasts sharply with 
the condition of Palestinians 
whose ancestral homes arc in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
These Palestinians have begun 
to invest and plan for their 
future. and they more enthu¬ 
siastically welcome 

compromise. 

So. many Jabaliyah voters, 
while lamenting the final loss 
of their home towns or in some 


cases dreaming of some mil¬ 
lennial change in international 
relations that would permit 
them to go back, spoke of the 
lack of economic well-being. 

“We are going along with 
this peace, and we voted 
because we need to get some¬ 
one (0 put pressure on the gov¬ 
ernment to improve our econ¬ 
omy,” ventured Jamil Kafama, 
18 and unemployed. “Other¬ 
wise, we lose everydiing." 

At a nearby school play¬ 
ground used os a polling place, 
a group of women struck much 
the same theme. “We need a 
state, yes. but we need jobs 
more.” said Iktindal Hawal. a 
university student. "The way 
things are, Lhere is no chance." 

She was referring to the fact 
that, currently. Gaza is kind of 
an island. No road connects it 
to the West Bank; the only exit 
is through Israel, and the 
Israeli government blocks it at 
will. There is no seaport or air¬ 
port. ■ 
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By Nicholas Goldberg 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

HEBRON. West Bank—Despite threats of violence, 
charges of corruption and a boycott by the opposition, hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Palestinians went to the polls Satur¬ 
day and elected Yasser Arafat as their first president. 

Many first-time 

voters waited in —- ;-p -— .” j 

lines excitedly, rf; " ! 

saying they were . — v .-.^. -£—£• j 

proud finally to -'■•V-y i 

have the opportu- _ ' - v v ^ j 

domination—to -***<*• — 

select their own ^ * 

leaders in their * r 

first national elec- ■“-..4 ** 

'tion ever. 

“I am ill. but I gif 4 v .. -j - *, 

came to vote any- gr >jfof 
way," said Amina ^ .V 

Ismail Abu i 

Mershed. a 90- " < . t . .* | 

year-old woman 
from the West . /'", ~ * * 

Bank village of ' 

Haihoul. near ? j> , • " ’ i i 

arrived with her s’ - ^ 

daughter and _ ; ,■. 

granddaughter. “ 

“This is the firat lime I have ever voted am. 1 m very 
happy." Arafat voted near his home in Gaza C:ty. dropping 
two ballots—white for members of an 88-member Palestin¬ 
ian legislative council and red for president—into separate 

boxes. , . . _ 

‘This is a new era.” he said after voting. “It is the nrsi 
legislative and presidential elections for the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. This is the foundation for our Palestinian state." 

Arafat was listed on the ballot under both his full name— 
Mohammed Yasser Arafat—and his long-time nom-tle 
guerre. Abu Ammar. 

Several hours before the polls closed, elections officials 
estimated that between 60 and 70 percent of the I million 
registered voters had turned out. 

The day was not all upbeat. In the West Bank city of 
Jenin, where three militant Islamic activists were shot and 
killed by Israeli soldiers on Friday, thousands marched in a 
funeral procession, chanting: “We will blow up Tel Aviv." 
Islamic groups had called for a boycott of the elections. 

In the disputed city of East Jerusalem—which Israelis 
claim as their own and where Palestinians were allowed to 
vote only by “absentee ballot” at post offices—4,000 Israeli 
soldiers and police were deployed, perched on rooftops and 
through the streets. The security was so heavy that many 
Palestinians said they were scared to vote. Only 30 percent 
had turned oul 

The council vote and the position of president form pari 
of the recent peace agreements that gave limited sell-rule to 
Palestinians on the West Bank and in the Gaza Scrip. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres congratulated Arafat 
in a phone call. ■ 



Legislative Council to 
include Fatah opponents 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

RAM ALLAH. West Bank— 
Although Yasser Arafat 
appears co have walked away 
with an overwhelming S8 per¬ 
cent of the vote in Saturday's 
Palestinian election for presi¬ 
dent, returns indicate he may 
not have a rubber-stamp parlia¬ 
ment to work with. 

Despite predictions of a 
clean sweep by Arafat's Fatah 
party , early returns xn the races 
for the S8-member legislatec 
council indicated that numer¬ 
ous independent and opposi¬ 
tion candidates had been 
elected. Among those who hca- 
deded for victory were Haider 
Abdel Shafi. the popular head 
of the Red Cross here who 
broke with Arafat some years 
ago. and I mad Falouji. on 
Islamic militant who used to be 
a leader of the radical Hamas 
organization. 

With vote counting continu¬ 
ing by hand late into the eve¬ 
ning Sunday, it also appeared 
that several outspoken women 
had been elected—an unusual 
occurrence in Islamic society— 
including the prominent aca¬ 
demic arid human rights acti¬ 
vist Honan Ashraw-i. 

"The lesson is that people 
want participatory democracy, 
they wanf separation of pow¬ 
ers, thev do not want another 



Arab regime.” said Jonathan 
Kuttab. a council candidate 
from Jerusalem. 'They love 
Arafat. Thai's dear. But they 
don't want Arafat to be a 
dictator.” 

Still, despite the victory of 
some independents, ihc major¬ 
ity of the scats were believed to 
have been won by members of 
the Fatah organization and 
olher adherents of Arafat, who 
has mobilized his people for 
three decades as leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion. Turnout, election officials 
said, was close to 75 percent of 
the 1 million-plus eligible 
voters. 

“This is an important indica¬ 
tion to Israelis and reassurance 
to Israel that the Palestinian 
people want peace." said elec¬ 
tion coordinator Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

Despite scattered charges nf 
intimidation and electioneering 
at the polls, and despite several 
instances of violence on elec¬ 
tion day. most of the 600 for¬ 
eign election monitors con¬ 
cluded that the historic vote—it 
was the first naliohal election 
in Palestinian history—had 
been conducted fairly. 

Former President Carter, 
who led a group of election 
observers from the United 
States, said he was concerned 
about the slow pace of vote- 
counting. about Israeli intimi¬ 
dation in East Jerusalem and 


----- 



Democratic elections arc seen as the first step to statehood 


about Palestinian harassment of 
voters in several disuicis. But 
ultimately, he gave his 
blessing. 

"In general, the bottom line 
is there was nothing that took 
place yesterday (hat subverted 
the basic principle that the will 
of the Palestinian people be 
expressed.” Carter said at a 
news conference in East Jeru¬ 
salem on Sunday evening. 

Carter and others urged Ara¬ 


fat to take advantage of the 
strong beginning to turn the 
embryonic Palestinian entity— 
it has not vet been determined 
whether it will ever reach lull- 
flcdgcd statehood—into a true 
democracy, rather than an 
authoritarian regime like most 
of its Arab neighbors. During 
the two yean; he has had lim¬ 
ited rule over the city of Jeri¬ 
cho and the Gaza Strip, Ara¬ 


fat’s government has been 
repeatedly criticized by human 
rights monitors for violating 
civil liberties through intimida¬ 
tion. unlawful arrests and the 
muzzling of political 
opponents. 

As election results began 
trickling in. international reac¬ 
tion was mixed. Egyptian and 
Jordanian leaders congratu¬ 
lated Arafat. Radical Arab 


groups, including the 
militant organization Hamas,- ; .' 
dismissed Arafat’s victory vV 

quickly, noting that hundreds. ___ '*? jg , 

of thousands of Palestinians' . - 
did not participate—either ; - 1 ^ 

because they boycotted the t 
elections or because they were r> 

not in the country. Millions of 
Palestinians still live in refugee l 
camps elsewhere in the Arab* " _ 
world. £ * -V 

Israeli Prime Minister ~ 

Shimon Peres said that the ^ „ io _ < _ 

election could also be read as a ^ 

successful referendum on the , 

peace process so far. But the aft-cir*-.-f-xt-.. 
right-of-ccntcr Jerusalem Post &•--■$£ ,..^rc 

said the world had most likely j 
witnessed “the birth of the |a _ j Iff 
23rd Arab police state." if ^gjj T/} § g e 
Controversy in Israel began & C/ £ / &'iu 

immediately over the clauses 'i 
in the PLO charter calling for |pr. ® T 7 * 

die destruction of Israel. Ln the 1 ^ I f 

peace agreements with Israel. ^ 6/ & 

the Palestinians have promised 
to cancel the clauses within r- _ 
two months of convening the "1 

new council. y w n 

It is not clear, however, 
whether Arafat has the will, or __ gt .. 
the support, to caned the 
clausss, which many Israelis 

hold out as proof that he docs Ira«» _ 

not really want peace in the 
long run. ^ J5 v r ts ‘ ^ *9 

Peres said this week that Ur 8 

members of the Palestine -'iTf 1lw, a Lv?, fV' 


, v BjJoh 


( r 6 **81' 

\f, q. 


members 


Palestine 


National Council, the PLO 
governing body, would be 
allowed back into Palestinian- 
ruled areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza to amend the charter. 
That group includes such long- 


’ s S- D-cnii' 


siucc 


* group includes sucb long- 
exiled guerrilla leaders as %t'*aoa 

George Habash and Abu ■-.'^1 ,l£ car in *? 
Abbas, who are responsible for w” ** dat» ^ . 1 
some of the worst terrorist y, 
attacks in recent history. ■ 
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Casting the vote in Hebron 


Feisal Husseini pops it in! 
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Election note 


■-Voter turnout in the elections to the Palestinian Legislative 
Omni was 64 percent in the West Bank and Gaza. The 
highest, turnout however, was in Jericho, registering as high 
as 80 per cent. Next came Gaza, the headquarters of the Pal¬ 
estine National Authority. Voter turn-out was 70 per cent. In 
Qalqiliya it was (65%), Ramallah ( 65 %), Safeei and Toubas 
(70%), Nablus (70%). Tulkarem (65%), and Jenin (50%). 
Surrounding villages registered a voter turnout of 60%. 
Around 672,762 people had the right to vote in the West 
Bank and Jerusalem alone. Of these, 460.541 voted. 68.46% 
of the totah 

■ More than 650 official international observers were invit¬ 
ed to. monitor the international elections. This included the 
former-US president Jimmy Carter, Jordan's former prime 
minister Abdul Saiarr. AJ MajaJi and Prince Hashem, a close 
relative of King Hassan of Morocco. About 1000 non-official 
international observers were also invited. 

■ Dr Hanan Ashrawi. former spokesman of the Palestinian 
delegation to rhe peace process won a seat on the Legislative 
Council for the Jerusalem constituency. She is an English pro¬ 
fessor at Beir Zeit University and a founder of the Palestinian 
Citizen Rights Authority. Dr Ashrawi said she intends to use 
her seat in the council to speak out on anything that requires 
courageous intervention. “It will be difficult to marginalize 
the real independents" she said. Dr Haider Abdel Shaft, the 
head of the:Palestinian delegation to the Madrid peace talks 
also won a seat Dr Shafi received the highest number of 
votes in the Gaza constituency. Dr Nabil Shaath, currently a 
planning minister in the Palestinian National Authority who 
Jong advocated negotiations with Israel, was also among 
thosed who were elected. Mr Abdel Jawad Salah. a former 
exiled Palestinian who was allowed to return by Israel last 
year was elected in the Ramallah constituency. Mr Salah. a 
veteran nationalist who was expelled to Jordan in 1974, said 
he-would criticize the Palestine National Authority if it con¬ 
tinued to violate the rights of journalists. "This would be a 
crime against human rights" he said. Dr Saeb Uriqat won in 
tbs Jericho constituency. Marwan Kanfani. spokesman for 
Yasser Arafat, was also elected. 

■ Over 670 candidates fought for 81-council seats. Fatah 
won 59 seats, 15 of which went to independents and only 
three to other minor parties. Needless to say, the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine and Hamas, officially boycotted the 
elections. However, Hamas had promised that it would not in¬ 
terfere with election procedures. 

■ Mr Arafat received congratulations from all over the world. 
One of die first leaders to congratulate him was the French 
President Mr Jacques Chirac. “Through you, the Palestinian 
people have clearly chosen peace, stability and economic de¬ 
velopment in the Middle East," he said in a telegram. The 
President of South Africa. Mr Nelson Mandela, phoned Mr. 
Arafat after the election results were declared. King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia and Crown Prince Abdullah also sent message 
of support Congratulations also came from the leaders of 
Spain, Germany, Austria and China, and the President of the 
European Commission. Mr Jacques San tor. The German For¬ 
eign Minister Mr Klaus Kinkel said that this was an “impres¬ 
sive election victory" and congratulated the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple for a “clear endorsement of autonomy and the peace 
process." British Foreign Secretary Mr Malcolm Rifkind 
called the elections a “historic day," and a turning point for 
Palestinian democracy. 
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N ATIONS—Iraq informed the United Nations' 
-j Friday mghf that it is wfllingtolxgiii negotiations toward; 

amounts' ef ofl -her 'get hamarniarfan sup- 
: Hssuffering people- . j. : / • • 

JPrtow JWinlster Tariq.; 
’ .^^■^•Sedletary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali said 
r begin discussions jo effecting an ml sale under: 

fl^fcprovislons of UN ‘Security Council Resolution 986,” 


J. 



isdesigtied to, pro vide-limited relief 1 from-the sanc- 
^^^^t^have crippledTraq since-the - 1991 Persian Gulf; 

-|^^^Ls^fijeswpaian.SylvaLiia.F6a'said Boutro^GhaK bad 
tatiis occur in New. .York as soon as possi- 
addedfha t nq idate had hear set* and. there was - 
r*™,'‘lasi^Edrate'infoiTriaiBMi about -who would represent 

I^Ss-Ieukc;increased speculation that Iraqi President 
i^a HnSfein’s goverTmicnt might be.xetreatmg from-, 
^refusal .iq accept the.Security Coundl'scondmoos. 
r a- . - ji - « 4^lB05ted' oil deal. Earlier .tills -week",' ‘Nazar Hamdoon,.. 

>' l " l y* ai< l n ir i non-aligned council mem- 
p^f t^lBaghdad w ready ■fodiscuss the oil sales, with?: 

IjeNi under severe financial and trade sasw- 
'fHpSifttti'invaded Kuwait In August. 19?0and tHg- 

tfiat; resulted a lew months, 
forcible expuistrafrom Ktnraitby the_ (JS-lfid 
^l^h r r^fca ^ tmeration. Tbe sanctions, aimed at 
IIIPgaBgf Sfli kfawi ~tn Ai^rriari fle; bfc program .to develop 
destruction and m»et other security 
^^P^ dtHnaidSj have ted tohrager and Hlhess in Iraq.. 

the. suffering, fhe counCH for .five years has 
Il lijpSiii jrao^-tbe' opportiirilty to'-SeH some oS under stnet 
to earn' foreign exchange for purchase of 
jrapgffiSa-medicines. The coufldJ's cffer was updated a 
mggSffl&i& ur Resototioa S^, which would permit 
worthofoU over axmonths. 

l^fia^ndw, Iraq bad rejected such offers as a violation 
I 33** qaestioris now 'are whether the 

a *a m™» humanitarian. rcdifif-tteS- becomy so great 

is willing to he flexible pr-whether the Iraqis 
talks ii> -an- attempt to renegotiate the 


Palestinians give Arafat a 
thundering majority 


By Marjorie Miller and 
Mary Cnrtm 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—In a peaceful 
display of national pride, Pales¬ 
tinians from the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank turned out in 
large numbers on Saturday to 
vote in their first election for a 
self-rule government. But fear 
and anger kept many from 
polls that were under guard of 
Israeli soldiers in the contested 
cities of Jerusalem and Hebron. 

Returns—read over the 
Voice of Palestine radio even 
as some polls remained open 
extra hours for last-minute vot¬ 
ers—showed Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat winning the 
presidential vote by a massive 
88.1 percent 

Arafat’s greatest victory, 
however, was not his apparent 
landslide but the large turnout 
of voters, particularly in the 
Gaza Strip, where his self-rule 
government has been running 
affairs for nearly two years. 

Despite calls for a boycott 
by Islamic groups and secular 
opposition parties, and their 
refusal to field candidates, Pal¬ 
estinians of all political persua¬ 
sions chose to cast their ballots. 
The high turnout after only two 
weeks of campaigning seemed 
certain to legitimize Arafat's 
policy of negotiating Palestin¬ 
ian statehood in stages with 
Israel. 

"It is a great feeling to par¬ 
ticipate in elections, and 1 hope 
they will lead us to a Palestin¬ 
ian state," said Nawal Asmar, 
36, who voted at a nursery 
school in the West Bank village 
of-El Ram. 


Following the vote, the 
Israeli government announced 
that it would allow exiled 
members of the Palestinian 
National Council—the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization’s 
legislature—to enter autono¬ 
mous areas to vote on Arafat's 
promise to eliminate articles in 
the Palestinian charter that call 
for the destruction of Israel. 

Under the 1993 Israeli- 
Palestinian peace accord, Ara¬ 
fat agreed to have the articles 
amended within two months of 
the elections. Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres has 
said he would stop the peace 
process if this was not done. 

Most members of the coun¬ 
cil who are still in exile, how¬ 
ever, are opponents of the 
peace accord, and it is not clear 
that Arafat can gamer the two- 
thirds majority he needs to 
amend the PLO’s charter. His 
hope is that they will change 
their minds about the peace 
process once they return to Pal¬ 
estinian-ruled areas and talk 
with the kind of average Pales¬ 
tinians who turned out to vote. 

The voting for president of 
the ruling Palestinian Author¬ 
ity and an 88-seat legislative 
council generally went 
smoothly, and the election took 
place without major outbreaks 
of violence under the watch of 
hundreds of international 
observers. 

However, international and 
Israeli observer groups com¬ 
plained about police. interfer¬ 
ence—including some reports 
that officers were photograph¬ 
ing voters—in Jerusalem, the 
most sensitive polling spot for 
both Israelis and Palestinians. 

The election day mood was 



Arafat: it the begining of a new era r 


Samiha Khalil received only 10 percent of the vote 


festive in Ramallah, Bethle¬ 
hem, Jericho and other towns 
under Palestinian contra L 
where the Palestinian Central 
Election Commission said 65 
percent to 85 percent of regis¬ 
tered voters had cast their bal¬ 
lots into red and white pad¬ 
locked boxes. 

But East Jerusalem, home to 
most of the capital's Palestin¬ 
ian residents, looked like an 
armed camp around post 
offices, where Israel had 
insisted that Palestinian resi¬ 
dents vote as if by absentee 
ballot. Several thousand Israeli 
police and border guards 
manned barricades there with 
batons and Galil rifles, scuf¬ 
fling repeatedly with irate 
Palestinians. 

Israeli officials said the 


4,000-member security force 
was meant to prevent clashes 
between Palestinians and right- 
wing Jews who did not want 
them to vote in the capital they 
claim is Israel's alone. 

Former US President Carter 
and other election observers 
accused the Israelis of using 
the deliberate show of force to 
keep East Jerusalemites away 
from the polls. 

“I don't think there is any 
doubt they are doing every¬ 
thing they can to intimidate the 
voter," Carter said. "I have no 
doubt that the aim is to reduce 
the size of the vote in East 
Jerusalem." 

Under the 1993 Israeli- 
PaJestinian peace accord, the 
two sides are to enter into 


negotiations over Jerusalem 
and other outstanding issues in 
the final phase of peace talks 
set to begin in May. Palestin¬ 
ians want Arab East Jerusalem 
as the capital of an indepen¬ 
dent Palestinian stale. They 
claim that Israel wanted a 
small voter tumouL to weaken 
the Palestinian claim to Jerusa¬ 
lem in future negotiations. 

After the Jewish Sabbath 
ended Saturday night, several 
thousand religious Jews and 
members of Israel’s right-wing 
opposition demonstrated in 
Jerusalem's Zion Square under 
a banner reading 

"All Hands in Defense of 
Jerusalem." There were no 
reports of violence there, 
although the demonstrators 
burned a Palestinian flag. Cast¬ 


ing his ballot in Gaza City on 
Saturday, Arafat called the 
election the beginning of “a 
new era.” 

“It is the first legislative and 
presidential elections for Lhe 
Palestinian people. This is the 
foundation for our Palestinian 
state." Arafat said. 

Arafat, who forged the 
peace agreement with then- 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
defeated his only challenger in 
the presidential race. 72-year- 
old Samiha Khalil, a grand¬ 
mother and socialist activist 
from Ramallah. 

Returns from several cities 
and villages showed Arafat 
winning with about 95 percent 
of the vote. ■ 


PNA elections seen as a first 
step toward statehood 


By Marjorie MiDer 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—The term 

never appears on the ballot, of 
course, but when Palestinians 
went to the polls for the first 
time Saturday, they will be 
casting their votes in favor of a 
Palestinian state. 

Not only do all 674 candi¬ 
dates running for pujjjjc office 
support the goal JjpFjn the 
very act of electing their own 
government. Palestinians are 
taking a. first step toward build¬ 
ing a sovereign state. 

The election lacks many of 
the trimmings of democracy 
and drama of a Western-style 
political race. 

The two-week campaign 
was short on rules of fair play, 
such as equal access to the 
media and freedom of the 
press. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat is virtually assured vic¬ 


tory in the vote for president of 
the Palestinian self-rule area, 
and most of the candidates run¬ 
ning for-the 88-member legisla¬ 
tive council come from his 
political movement. 

But in the end, most Pales¬ 
tinians seem to be taking the 
longview. They want to vote 
and to have their own elected 
leaders after a 28-year Israeli 
occupation and, before that, 
decades of foreign rule. 

This process is far more 
important than who wins," said 
Arris Qaq, a candidate for a 
council seat from East Jerusa¬ 
lem. “Choosing the representa¬ 
tives of the people is partially 
achieving 3 bjfright to self- 
determinaoon."... We are in a 
transition from a revolutionary 
movement to a pre-state to a 
stale." 

While not entirely demo¬ 
cratic, the campaign served to 
focus Palestinians’ attention on 
issues of democracy. The can¬ 
didates’ rhetoric went beyond 
that of the decades-long libera¬ 


tion movement—of heroes and 
martyrs in the battle for an 
independent Palestine—to the 
problems of Palestinian nation- 
building. 

Many of the more than 1 
million Palestinians who regis¬ 
tered to vote attended cam¬ 
paign get-togethers throughout 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank and, for Che first time, 
enthusiastically grilled their 
prospective leaders on such 
issues as health care, educa¬ 
tion, public works and a state 
of law. 

Apparently most registered 
voters were not planning to 
heed the call of radical Islamic 
groups and secular leftists to 
boycott the elections. 

Despite threats of violence 
from Islamic radicals and Jew¬ 
ish settlers in the West Bank 
who also oppose the 1993 
Israeli-Palestinian peace agree¬ 
ment. pollsters have predicted 
about 75 percent of those who 
registered will turn out to cast 
their ballots. 


It was unclear whether the 
fatal shooting of three Palestin¬ 
ians by Israeli soldiers outside 
of the West Bank town of Janin 
on Friday would affect that 
turnout. 

The Israeli army said that the 
Palestinians fired while trying 
to run a roadblock and that 
Israelis responded. 

Palestinian officials said the 
shooting victims were activists 
from the Islamic group Hamas, 
which opposes the election and 
is feared* to be planning a 
revenge attack against Israel 
for the killing of Yehiya 
Ayash. 

The election is the result of 
the 1993 agreement between 
Arafat and then-Jsraeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and it 
is, in effect, a referendum on 
the accord. 

Palestinians who participate 
in the vote are accepting the 
peace process that has granted 
them autonomy in exchange 
for putting down their weapons 
and rocks aeainst Israel. 


This is also one of the key 
points for Israelis, who seek 
assurances in the election that 
the Palestinian people are 
behind the accords that Arafat 
has signed in their name. 

Only one candidate cam¬ 
paigned against Arafat's peace 
process, and she was also the 
only candidate to challenge 
Arafat directly in the race for 
president of the Palestinian 
Authority. Samiha Khalil, a 72- 
year-old political activist from 
Ramallah, charged that Arafat 
had sealed for too little in the 
self-rule accord and promised 
to abolish it if elected. 

Her line may have been pop¬ 
ular among nonvoters from 
Hamas, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine and 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine— 
groups that oppose the peace 
accord because it did not 
immediately establish a Pales¬ 
tinian state with Jerusalem as 
its capital and that still aim for 


the destruction of Israel. 

Pollsters estimate that Arafat 
will win the election with 
between 65 percent and 80 per¬ 
cent of the vote. This would be 
an important stamp of approval 
for a man who, through his 
strategic alliance with the Jew¬ 
ish state, has alienated or aban¬ 
doned much of his old political 
base-among Palestinian exiles 
and other more radical sectors 
of his Palestine Liberation 
Organization. 

As the elected leader, Arafat 
will be strengthened against his 
ami-peace opposition at home 
and, externally, in "final 
status' 1 negotiations with Israel 
over the most difficult issues', 
control of Jerusalem and the 
size and character of the Pales¬ 
tinian entity. 

Israel opposes the creation 
of a sovereign Palestinian state 
and wants it to remain an 
autonomous area or part of a 
Jordanian federation. ■ 


Palestinian play parodies candidates, family life 

Abu Safwan is only a fictional onstage character\ but he had theater audiences roaring with laughter and 
recognition in a sold-out run that coincided with this month 3 s real election campaign . 


By Barton Gellman 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 

RAMALLAH. West Bank—Abu Safwan, the 
big man of a big clan, is the candidate of 
“peace, Islam, left, right and communism" in 
Saturday's election for Palestinian parliament. 
He has promised “a sheep and cow for every 
villager" and vowed to repair “the infrastruc¬ 
ture, the overstructure, the understructure and 
the outerstructure." 

Where bribes and empty rhetoric did not 
win a vote, he sent thugs to beat his rivals and 
planted rumors that they were foreign agents. 
Seizing upon the slogan of equality, he pro¬ 
moted his subservient wife to public partner— 
but interrupted himself to bid her fetch him 
tea. 

Abu Safwan is only a fictional onstage char¬ 
acter. but he had theater audiences roaring 
with laughter and recognition in a sold-out run 
that coincided with this month’s real election 
campaign. Night after night, audiences have 
packed the unheated Siraj Theater here and 
roared their approval of a performance that 
spares tew icons of Palestinian life. 

As voters choose a president and an 88 
member Palestinian Council, the play, 
"Democracy by Force," provides a window 
into the rapidly changing political culture of 
the West Bank and Gaza Snip. The emerging 
Palestinian state is eager for democracy but 
anxious that its fruits may be snatched away, 
irreverent enough to laugh at authority but con¬ 
scious that license to do so goes only so far. 

"There are real figures like Abu Safwan, and 
we know them,’’ said Zuhalr Nobani, 45, the 
Jordanian-bom Palestinian actor who plays the 
lead role. There are some candidates’ who 
should see this play.” 

But not, the cast hastens ro add, the man 
who is candidate number one. Yasser Arafat, 
who is assured of victory in the race for presi¬ 


dent, enjoys an immu¬ 
nity bora of fear from 
open mockery in a Pal¬ 
estinian newspaper or 
play. 

“I think it would 
cross the red line to 
make Abu Ammar look 
like Abu Safwan," 
acknowledged support¬ 
ing actor Housam Abu 
Ashee, 37, using Ara¬ 
fat's nickname. 

But if Arafat is 
untouchable, the play 
does poke fun at those 
around him. 

As Abu Safwan's 
campaign takes off on 
stage, his cohort aides 
begins taking on props 
and mannerisms that 
strongly resemble those Zuhair Nobani 
of Arafat’s personal pro¬ 
tective force. They don 
sunglasses, pack cellular phones and begin 
walking backward through crowds, eyes scan¬ 
ning under chairs for would-be assassins. Hie 
audience smiles knowingly, but nothing 
explicit is said. 

Hie script, by playwright Mahmoud Sha- 
quair, is above all subversive. Wickedly funny, 
it lampoons not only the candidates but every 
pillar of the Palestinian establishment and 
some of the most powerful symbols of 
nationalism’. 

Hie black, white, red and green Palestinian 
flag, for instance, is not usually something tri¬ 
fled with in a society that has seen many 
young men arrested and killed by Israel’s occu¬ 
pation troops in clashes provoked by the flag’s 
display. But Abu Safwan wears it as a necktie, 
and in the opening scene he frowns at a flag 


and asks, “A 150 shekels for 
this?" 

More revolutionary, per¬ 
haps. is the play's assault on 
the traditional power structure 
of the Palestinian family, in 
which husband and father rule. 
Much of the play's hilarity, to 
judge by audience response, 
comes from Abu Safwan’s 
losing struggle to contain the 
generational and sexual rebel¬ 
lion in his home. 

Safwan, the candidate’s old¬ 
est son, mutinies against his 
father because he regards him 
as outmoded and corrupt And 
Abu Safwan’s obedient wife, 
who covers herself in scarf 
and robe and flinches before 
the candidate's every whim, is 
radicalized by the democratic 
campaign and leaves him 
when she discovers that he has 
exercised his Islamic right to 
many a second wife. By the end of the play 
she is wearing Western clothes to go with her 
modem views. 

“This woman is simple but not dumb,” said 
Samira Natur, 35. who plays the part of Saf- 
fieh, the candidate's wife. "When her son and 
his girlfriend speak of progressive ideas, she 
can understand them and is open to them.” 

Ismail Dabbagh, 26, plays the rebellious son 
and regards him as “the Antigone of Abu Saf¬ 
wan. He and his girlfriend had a big role in the 
intifada, and because of that they won’t permit 
Abu Safwan to get into the parliament by buy¬ 
ing votes arid by force.” 

"This play is very daring compared to what 
is seen (elsewhere) in the Arab world,” he said. 

The campaign is the central theme in 
"Democracy by Force,” whatever Us social 
message. And the campaign it portrays is a 


sorry chronicle indeed. 

When asked about "242.” which every Pal¬ 
estinian knows is the bedrock UN Security 
Council resolution on the Arab-Israeli conflict 
Abu Safwan thinks it is an arithmetic problem. 
He garbles the names of world leaders and 
believes Kurt Waldheim is still UN secretary 
general. He is so frightened of public speaking 
that he blurts out "ray honored settlers" to start 
his first campaign rally. 

Abu Safwan makes up for these deficits by 
pressing wads of cash into potential support¬ 
ers' hands and paying $900 for a front-page 
newspaper photograph. He flings out promises 
such as: “a comfortable car for every family!" 
and invites hundreds of people to dine on egg¬ 
plant and lamb. 

When he hears that a neighbor has made fiin 
of tarn, he vows to “make him bark like a dog 
before he'll speak like that again.” 

Jabber, his chief enforcer, assures him that 
he has already beaten the offender into submis¬ 
sion. Abu Safwan eventually spends over half 
a million shekels—early $200,000—in an ever 
more lavish effort to buy the vote. 

“Don’t worry," says Raafau his campaign 
manager, alluding to the corrupt opportunities 
of power, "for every penny you spend now, 
you’ll get back 50 when you're in the council.” 

Abu Ashee, who plays Jabber, said "reality 
is even more miserable than what you see on 
stage.” 

Mary Hajel of Ramallah, still laughing after 
the play, said "if this wasn’t reality, people 
wouldn't have reacted the way you saw.” 

The script leaves it ambiguous whether Abu 
Safwan will win a seat in the end. But Najeh 
Abu Shamisyeh, who plays one of the candi¬ 
date’s thuggish aides,'says he personally has 
no doubt at all. 

“Yes, sure he wins,” the actor said, “We 
expect to have a lot of Abu Safwans in the par¬ 
liament." ■ 
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Under the patronage ofHRH Princess Sarvath 

Special services for the Disabled 



• HER MAJESTY Queen 
Noor visited the Bdoul 
tribe in southern Jordan. 
Her Majesty distributed 
ownership certificates for 
housing units to members 
of the tribe. The tribe used 
to reside within the ancient 
city of Petra before being 
relocated to Umm Sahyoun 
villages in 1985. 


By Oroub A1 Abed 

Special to The Star 


HRH PRINCESS Sarvath 
has long been concerned with 
learning disabilities and spe¬ 
cial education. A patron of the 
Young Women's Muslim 
Association. YWMA. she ini¬ 
tiated the Association's center 
for special education in 1974. 

To promote and advance the 
level of special education at 
the center, she and HRH 
Prince Hasson met with the 
late Mr Armstrong, the repre¬ 
sentative of the Ambassador 
Foundation in 1982. to start a 
program for assisting mentally 
and physically disabled chil¬ 
dren in Jordan. The Ambassa¬ 
dor Foundation was estab¬ 
lished in 1975 by the US- 
based Church of God to pro¬ 
mote international understand¬ 
ing between people. It con¬ 
ducts activities that transcend 
political, religious, and ethnic 
complexities. 

"We adapt our programs to 
the needs of people," Joseph 
Locke, vice president of the 
Ambassador Foundation told 
The Star. The Foundation 
sponsors programs all over 
the world, in places like Sri 
Lanka. Thailand, and Chile," 
he added. In each country, the 
foundation caters to different 
needs, like teaching English 
in Thailand or conducting spe¬ 
cial education programs in 
Jordan. 

The Foundation, in coopera¬ 
tion with the Ambassador Uni¬ 
versity in Texas. USA sends 
volunteers every year to these 
different countries. They are 
usually students with different 
specializations said president 
Daniel Thompson. 

The volunteers who come to 
Jordan to help in the rehabili¬ 
tation of special education stay 
for a school year. They are 
either graduates or still in jun¬ 
ior college. " Having volun¬ 
teers has given the school a 
very special touch", said Ghu- 
soon Kareh. director of the 
center. Jordan receives about 
20 volunteers who come to 
spend a school year, and help 


with the Foundation's 
program. 

The students bene¬ 
fit just as much as the 
schools, from the 
experience they gain 
from being in a com¬ 
pletely different cul¬ 
ture and civilization. 
"They come back 
with a totally different 
personality". said 
Locke. 

The accomplish¬ 
ments of the founda¬ 
tion in the 14 years it 
has been in Jordan, 
"can't be described in 
a few words", said 
Kareh. They assist 
mentally and physi¬ 
cally handicapped 
children in Bunayat 
School for the men¬ 
tally handicapped. AJ 



Hussein School for the physi¬ 
cally handicapped, and in a 
project referred to as the Shel¬ 


tered Workshop, which was 
established by the YWMA in 
I9S7 at the Sahab Industrial 


Estate. The workshop, with the 
assistance of the volunteers 
from the Ambassador Founda¬ 
tion, is a successful venture, 
ensuring salaried employment 
for mentally disabled persons. 
It is a pioneer project that 
heightens community aware¬ 
ness of the value of the dis¬ 
abled and demonstrates their 
ability to be productive and 
maintain a respectable safety 
record using industrial equip¬ 
ment and manufacturing tech¬ 
niques. The foundation also 
offers it assistance to the Noor 
al Hussein foundation, the 
Amman Baccalaureate School, 
that is also chaired by Princess 
Sarvath, and the Jubilee 
School for gifted students. 
Due to financial Teasons. the 
Ambassador Foundation will 
be closing down in June 1996. 
bat it is hoped that Jordanian 
students will fill the gap it 
leaves behind. ■ 


Dates announced for London 
Fashion week autumn/winter 

1996/1997 ; 


THE DATES for London'Fashion Week 
sponsored by Vidal Sassoon have been con¬ 
firmed by fire British Fashion Council 
(BFC) as 29th February - 3rd March 1996. 
The event trill remain for the sixth consec¬ 
utive season on rile site in the grounds of 
the Natural History Museum, on Crom¬ 
well Road, with two fashion show tents and 
a large two storey tented exhibition centre. 

During the past few seasons, London 
Fashion Week has seen considerable devel¬ 
opment assisted by the continued support 
of overall sponsor, Vidal Sassoon (now in 
its fifth season)^ London has now estab¬ 
lished itself as a crucial stop on the interna- 
Jtional fashion circuit arid Katharine Ham¬ 
nett's return to London last season 
confirmed this position. British designers 
are leading the way with the new names for 
the mfllennhun. 


The now ■ firmly established London 
Designer Exhibition was extended last sea¬ 
son. to incorporate extra stand -space, 
over 100 exhibitor* showing cofi&ttons.of 
ready-to-wear mid accesrories wiD show 
there in March.Tbeattract* 
major international and' UK press result-? 

ing .in unprecedented cptef^e both in the : 
international and national press -arid 
broadcast media. 

CHmon Silver, chairman, of the .British 
Fashion Council, comments, “The BFC 
continues - to promote ' London Fashion 
Week as the pfattona.ll’or -'em -'.tefcented 
designers to show their coBectitiiis; British 
dcslgfters-are renowned tor tfidr innova¬ 
tion and creativity and K Js tbferepotation 
that has established London us a major 
fashion capital attracting the world's most 
Influential buyers and press^B - 


Reception party 
for travel agents 


Prince F aisal honors 
Rally Champions 


By Musullam Kanafani 

Special in the Star 


Under ihc Patron pc-.' ol HRH 
Prince Faisal, the Chairman 
of the Motor Sports Commit¬ 
tee. the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan ’RACJ) hon¬ 
ored Jordanian rally champi¬ 
ons for the *95 season Friday . 
19 January. 

The ceremony was attended, 
by 95 rally drivers and Co- 
drivers. Mr Walced As four, 
president of the RAC1. the 
motor sports committee, and 
the roll res organization com¬ 
mittee. The event was also 
attended by managers of the 
sponsoring companies for the 
rallies and the press. 

Mr Hassan Ala'a Dcen. Vice 
President of the Motor Sports 
Committee, delivered a speech 
thanking HRH Prince Faisal 
for his great support to the 
rally season. He also praised 



the drivers and co-drivcrv for 
their extensive efforts and their 
success. HRH Prince Faisal 
honored the winners and 
handed out the trophies to the 
following individuals: In navi¬ 
gation. Mahmoud MitwalU 
received first place. Arajad 
Shamaileh second. Khaled 


Zakaria was third. 

In the championship category, 
Ahmad Daoud was honored as 
the Jordanian Champion for 95’ 
after gaining 183 points 
received in seven races. 
Bashar Bustaml came in sec¬ 
ond. Ma’rouf Abu Samra 
came in third. 


1995 Champion Ahmad Daoud 
said. "I am honored to be Jor¬ 
dan's rally champion. I love 
the sport of rallies, it's my 
hobby. I hope to participate in 
one of (he Middle East rallies 
this year with a new car." he 
added. “Wc arc calling on pri¬ 
vate companies to sponsor 
individual drivers." 

Bashar Bustami told The Star 
“J will no! compete in the 
Championship this year. How¬ 
ever, I will consider competing 
in certain events with u new 
car." 

During the ceremony Prince 
Faisal met the managers of the 
companies and national institu¬ 
tions which donated trophies 
during the season to the win¬ 
ners These were Yamal Bus¬ 
tami, Akram Ramadan. 
Zuhair Bairouti, Nabeel Til* 
lawee, Fayez Faouri. Ziad 
Bustami. Mr Walccd Asfour 
delivered a speech praising His 
Majesty King Hussein’s great 
contribution and support to the 
sport of rallies and the RACJ. 
He thanked HRH Prince Faisal 
for his personal interest and 
continues follow-up of the 
events. Mr Asfour wished all 
teams great success. ■ 


THE WORLD'S newest, 
largest and quietest twin jet 
aircraft made its debut to 
Cairo late on Monday !5ih 
January marking the begin¬ 
ning of British Airways 
Boeing 777 daily service to 
Egypt. 

The Boeing 777, or triple 
seven as it is already being 
called, can cany nearly 100 
more passengers than the 
Boeing 767 which has been 
serving Cairo until now. and 
thus contributes more to the 
Tourist industry. 

The airline has already 
contracted to bring addi¬ 
tional Japanese. American 
as well as British tourists to 
Cairo on the new aircraft. 

Speaking to reporters 
after the first flight. British 
Airways manager in Cairo. 
Andy'Geary' Steven said. 
"The new aircraft offers 
unrivalled passenger com¬ 
fort featuring the latest in 


Egypt served by 
new type of aircraft 


flight entertainment technol¬ 
ogy. Each passenger has his/ 
her own TV' screen with a 
choice of films, with Arabic 
subtitles." 

‘Two members of our cabin 
crew arc Egyptian and they not 
only help Egyptian passengers 
but also tourists who warn to 
know more about Egypt. What 
I hope to see soon, is the 
increase of our Egyptian crew- 
on those services."" 

Stevens added, "All seats arc 
fitted with a telephone and a 
fax. This means business trav¬ 
ellers can be in touch with 
their offices throughout the 


flight." 

This morning when the air¬ 
craft left Cairo for London, all 
passengers were treated to 
chocolates and ^ celebration 
cake made especially for the 
occasion by Marnoti Hotel. 
The ladies cm the flight were 
also offered a freshly cut rose. 

British Airways is one of (he 
few airlines operating three 
class flights to Cairo. The con¬ 
figuration of the triple seven is 
IS First. 70 Club World and 
19? World Traveller. 

The aircraft took to the skies 
in British Airways colours a 
few weeks ago and flies to the 


Gulf. The airline wilt later 
be flying 777s to the East 
Coast of America. 

British Airways has 
ordered 15 Boeing 777s 
w ith options for a further 15. 
worth more than 2 Billion 
Stg. Pounds in total. 

The new generation GEM 
engines of the Triple 
Seven." each with a diame¬ 
ter larger than the fuselage 
of today's aircraft - produce 
more than 90.000 lbs of 
thrust, making them almost 
twice as powerful » those 
fitted to some of today’s 
Boeing 747s. ■ 


CYPRUS AIR¬ 
WAYS, in 
cooperation 
with their gen- |r 
eral agents, 
Petra for Tour¬ 
ism and 
Travel, held a 
reception party 
for their agents 
in Amman. 
Awni 
Mudaeen. 
head of Cyprus 
Airways in Jor¬ 
dan, said that 



Cyprus Airways currently runs two trips between Amman and 
Lamaka and intends to run a third one. It also runs two weekly 
trips to New York using the new Airbus/340. Mudaeen added that 
the new offices in of the company in Shmcisani offer its services 
to agents and travelers 7 days of the week ■ _ 
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A Horizon of future 
opportunity 


IN UNITY lies strength... and united they met at the 1995 board 
lit Cil 


meeting in Kuwait City for Horizon’s new beginning and 20th 
anniversary. Chairman and CEO Rafic Saadeti commented. 'This 
year we chose Kuwait because of our rebirth and new partnership. 
It was here that in June 1976 Saad Hijawi and I created Horizon, 
an agency servicing each diem throughout the market place. 
Today, our list of blue chip clients is an indication of the direction 
in which we arc heading." With unity as a backbone, the driving 
force is focused and powerful. It's about ‘people* and not the 
‘individual.’ "information network’ and not ‘one way traffic.’ 

Attending the ceremony were COO Gregory TikhanofT, CFO 
Gabi Addoum. Saad Hijawi . Jordan & Kuwait. Emile Char- 
bine. KSA. Marwan Rizk . UAE, Caesar Malar . Lebanon, and 
Nadine Tnukan - Jordan. 

Technological breakthroughs arc changing the way agencies do 
business, especially diem servicing. Agendas get better as the 
markets demands more, especially in our region. COO Tikhan- 
ofTs goal is creative servicing and creative management toward 
results. "A hard copy ad is not the only creative product required 
For success." says Tikhnnnff. 

Saadch announced the new Horizon Kuwait partnership with 
Azzad. one of the most prominent business groups in Kuwait, and 
commented, “The new partnership with the Kuwait owned and 
based Azzad group is the result of our commitment to creating 
bigger, better teams. Kuwait is embarking on one of the biggest 
ever developmental plans and wc believe the time is right to 
deliver what the market demands." 

“Saad Hajawi will be Managing Director of Kuwait in parallel 
to his Jordan commitment. He is needed in Kuwait because of his 
over twenty-live years of market know-how. As a network we 
look forward to an aggressive future managed through the integra¬ 
tion of talents, resources abilities, all the right elements." he said. 

The team believes that fulfilling resolutions of networking, 
technology, global scope as well as outstanding people and envi¬ 
ronmental awareness lead towards a belter, more creative client 
service and agency product. The future looks good on the horizon. 


OVERHEARD AT TURINO.. 


TURINO - THE ALTERNATIVE. 



Torino Club Restaurant has added another 
motto for its newsletter that it distributes 
Turino Gold Privilege Card holders:-,, 

• ■ ,^’i " 


THE POWER TO MAKE YOU HAPPIER !I 



This’could be particularly interesting for the 
Ramadan program Turino announced afaJthP 
priced meal for Iftar.af jfD ^.95 per person. 


The main attraction is that 
TURINO IS OPEN AS USUAL. 


V 


in' 5 


It is THE ALTERNATIVE., 
when yminftfed to dine in an extraordinary 
place flat boasts modenSV-Mediterraneani 

culture. The Turino 
exquisite theatrical 
setting is now popular 
with visitors and gu<$ts<of 
Jordan as well as^tich the 
localrrowd. 
i »•' Alternative: 

The power to make you 


I F. 


happier!!, u i\" 




Try TURINO for dinner. 
Call 816-690 
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When birds donl read. 



“Well, shoot. I just can't figure It out 
I’m movin' over 500 doughnuts a day, 
but I'm still just barely squeakin' by." 
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“Details are still sketchy, but we 
think the name of the bird sucked into 
the jefs engines was Harold Meeker.” 



Suddenly the burglars found themselves looking 
down me barrel of Andy's Dobie-o-matlc. 
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agenda 


Films 

■ A few good men at the 
American Center, today 
Thursday . January 25 ai 8 
pm. 

■ Lc peril jeune _ 
at the French , 

Cultural Cen¬ 
ter on Monday 
29 January, at 8 
pm. 

S The Train 
(French with 
English subti¬ 
tles) and Europe j 
(German with ’ 

French subti¬ 
tles) as part of 

S C U ck . oflhe train at the 
Goelhe Insfitm on Satur¬ 
day. 27 January at 7 pm. 



Exhibitions 

■ A New Exhibition of 
Paintings and Sculpture fay' 
Over 50 Contemporary Arab, 
Artists, at Darat al Fmum, 

S Print-making 
and Painting ex¬ 
hibition by Jor¬ 
danian artist 
Yasser Dweik, 
at Darat Al Fo¬ 
min continuing 
until 18 Febru¬ 
ary- 

® Pictures and 
images on die. 
topic of trains as 
part of the week 
of the train at the Goethe 
tostitat Saturday, 27 Janu¬ 
ary until 31 January. 
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Programs on JTV 
from 20-26 Jan. 


To 

Advertise 
in this 
space 
Call us at 
652380 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

2.-O0—Moomins 
Wish Kid 

3:00—Harry And The Heu- 
^ dersoos 

3*25—Bine Heelers 
4-00—'Voyagers 
5:09—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Major Dad 
8 : 00 —The Stamp of Great- 

*s , -> a* 8 

8JS—Hawaii Five-O 
-—„ 9:10—The Glass Virgin 
aJ MB0O-r-News at Ten 
LlVn 1025—feature Fflm 
w, |v 11:50—Mancnso FBI 

I SUNDAY 

\JL. 100—The Flintstones 

2 JO—Droopy Master Detec¬ 
tive 

3.O0—Family Playhouse 
3:10—Mac And Mutley 
3 J 6 —PngwalJ’s Summer 
400—-Voyagers 
5.00—French Programs ■ 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7 : 35 —Are You Being Served 
800—Cinema, Cinema 

8 ’JS —Hawaii Elve-O 

— 9:10—Women of the World' 

9J5—Heart Beat 

_1000—News at Ten 

Wl lfc25—"Counterstrike 

11:15—The American Chart 
Show 

1100—Stay Lucky 

£j| MONDAY 

2:00—Bonkers 
2J0—Richie Rich 
• 3:00—Playabont 

3:15—Bnstin Loose 

n 3:40—Animals of the Medi¬ 
terranean 
^:0fr^-Voyagers 


5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—McHale’s Navy 
8:00—Inventions 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—Russia- The Missing 
Years 

10H)0—News at Ten 
10:25—Perfect Scoundrels 
-21:10—Taurus Rising 
12:00—Ellen 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
2 JO—Jonny Quest 
2:50—Spirit of Adventure 
3:40— Scientific Eye 
4J0—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—You Bet Your Life 
8:00—Clive Anderson 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—99- 1 (Police Drama; 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—I’ll take Manhattan 
11:15— Feature Film 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Flintstones 

2 JO—Speed Racer 

3:00—Bill Nye the Science 
Guy 

3 JO—Amazing Stories 
4:00—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 

7 J5—Any thing for a T-angh 
8:00—The Nature of Tilings 
8:25—Hawaii Five-O 
9:10—Horizon/ Poetai At¬ 
traction 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Prism 
10:45—Airwolf 
11:20—The Silk Road 
12 JO—Second Thoughts 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Fireman Sam 



Super Carrier (Adventure Drama), Friday at 2:35 


1:15—The Legends Of 
Treasure Island 
1:45—My Secret Identity 
2:02—NBA 

3:05—The new leave it to 
Beaver 

3:30—Adventures Of The 
Old West 

4 JO—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Carol And Company 
8:00—Magazine 01 
8:15—The Album Show 
9:10— Miami Vice 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Feature Film 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Little Mermaid 
1:30—Iris the happy profes¬ 
sor 

1:40—Bush School 
2:00—See How They Grow 


2:25 —Lilt Off 
2 J5—Super Carrier 
3:20—GoJdrush in Alaska 
4:05—Wonder Why 
4 JO—Give Us a Clue 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Short Story Cinema 
8:00—Sea Quest 
8:45—America’s Funniest 
People 

9:10-Widows 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Second Chances 
11 JO—Feature Fllml 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN^AIS 

SAMED1 

5:00—Dessin anime 
Ordy 

5:15—Dessin anime 
Cupido 


5 JO—S6rie 

Les corapagnons de 
I’aventure 

Les ouchas vol a voile 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Faut pas rSver 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessin animl 
Ordy 

5:15—Dessin anim£ 

Cupido 
5:30—S6rie 

Les compagnons de 
raventure 

Les mdgazibres ei la 
valise 

6:00—Magazine 

Envoyl special 
•Le prix du so leil» 

• Chasseurs de trisor* 
7:00 —Le journal 
7:15—Sports et musque 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessin anim S 
Ordy 

5:15—Dessin anime 
Cupido 
5:30—S6rie 

Les corapagnons de 
J’avenmre 

Les mdgazebres dans la 
bonne pioche 
5:50—C’est pas sorrier 

Une jounce a la ferme 
6:20—L'ecole des fans 
Frederic Francois 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 


5:00—Desan anime 

Ordy 

5:15—Dessin aaiml 
Cupido 
5:30—S£rie 

Les compaguons de 
l’aventure 
Les migaz&bres: 
alimaniaire mon 
cher Watson 

6:00—Magazine medical 
Savoir plus sant£ 
Vaincre la surdite 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Ushuala 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessin anime 

Sophie et Virginie 
Le nouveau guide 
5:30—S6rie 

Les cinq demi&res 
minutes 
Scaramouche 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Sports et masque 

JECJDf 

5:00—Dessin anime 

Sophie et Virginie 
L 'homme ensorcele 
5 JO—Taratata 

avec Kassav 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Archimede 

VENDREDI 

5:00-4Dessin anime 

Sophie et Virginie 
Nuil dans la jungle 
5:30—Tfldfflm 

L 'honneur des grandes 
neigcs 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—ADo la Terre? 




Programs are subject to change by JTV 


\.Linema 

"AN AWFULLY BIG ADVENTURE" (New Line,); 

Hugh Gram has a now-uncharacteristic role — as a 
fellow who’s not quite as charming as the actor's “Four 
Weddings and a Funeral' ‘ alter ego — in this comedy from 
the same director, Mike Newell. It’s about a young woman’s 
(Georgina Cates) initiation into the theater world, which 
reveals some definite warts; Alan Rickman ("Die Hard") 
also stats. *** (R: AS, P) 

"BLA CK BELT ANGELS" (Monarch,): In the 

tradition of the “3 Ninjas’ ’ movies—but with a definite gen¬ 
der reversal — this family-oriented action-comedy focuses 
on four young women who use their abilities in both figura¬ 
tive and literal battles to save their father, as well as the mar¬ 
tial-arts school where they learned their prowess. Bobby 
Kim, a master of the technique, is in the film's cast. ** (Not 
rated: V) 

HELDOVER: “FIRST KNIGHT ” (Colum- 
bia/TriStar,); The legend of Camelot gets a retelling 
in directorJerry Zucker’s ( "Ghost ’ *) version, with Sean Con¬ 
nery as King Arthur and Richard Gere as Lancelot... still 
competing for the love of Guinevere (Julia Ormond, also in 
the new remake of " Sabrina "X The scrip! by playwright 
William Nicholson (“Shadowlands”) puts some new twists 
in the familiar saga. ** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

“THE ENGLISHMAN WHO WENT UP A HILL BUT 
CAME DOWN A MOUNTAIN" (Miramax,): In 

writer-director Christopher Monger’s gentle comedy. Hugh 
Grant stars as a cartographer who surveys a town’s landmark, 
since the residents want it certified as a piece of history. 
However, the hill in question turns out to be too short to qual¬ 
ify — so he tries to help the locals increase its height. Tara 
Fitzgerald, who appeared with Grant in “Sirens," also stars. 
*** (PG: AS, P) 1 

“AMATEUR" (Coiumbia/TriSiar,): A film-festi¬ 

val favorite, the latest movie from writer-director Hal Han¬ 
ley ("Simple Men," “Trust’) constructs an unlikely love 
triangle from three vastly different participants. Elina Lowen- 
sohn ( “Schindler’s List ’’) won particular praise from critics; 
Isabelle Huppert, Hartley-cast regular Martin Donovan and 
Parker Posey (“Pam Girl") also are featured. *** (R: AS, 
P,V) 

COMING SOON: “THENET ’ (Columbia/TriSar, J an. 
9): Sandra Bullock plays an expert computer hacker drawn 
into danger by a mysterious stranger (Jeremy Nonham). 
(PG-13) 

“THE INDIAN IN THE CUPBOARD" (Columbia/TriS- 
tar, Jan. 16): A youngster’s toys come to life magically in the 
title cupboard in this fantasy-adventure. (PG) 

“LORD OF ILLUSIONS” (MGMAJA.Jan. 16): 
Scott Bakula plays a detective investigating a magician in 
Clive Barker’s horror-fantasy. (R and unrated versions) 

FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity; P. profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 
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..ACROSS 

5 Map of a 
-Apiece offend 
- Brktenfical 
13 Radofence 
14. Clear Ihe 
•.•.•stole 
ISnAiabianr 

Ift-ftyb-sided •- 

Mnattl'' 

r . 

1&a£S. autaj.. 
20 'Ofga v - 
21 fflchfar 
23-B*adcook 
■24r34ttfhor 
.-Junes 
zs'swmu. 

28, Organized . 
32 Wide 
33\Au#iorof 
... "■ Tapye .Story" 
34 Tutelary 
. Roman god 
aspect 
36 Pubfic 
discussion 
. .group - . 


37 Utah flower 

38 Nero's 
seven 

39 Weird 

40 Rings OU) 

41 Toothless, 
as some 
animals 

43 Makes one 
appear guftty 

44 Jughandes 

45 Place for 
coins 

46 Picks up the 
tab 

49 Wound with 
a dagger 

50 Conserve- 

. ■ tton 

monogram 

53 Hirsute 
adornment 

54 Decorative 

57 Farm unit 

58 Watered silk 

59 Evict 

60 At‘no time, 
to poets 

61 Ktahen 
erxfing 


62 Josip BrOZ 

DOWN 

? Be sullen 

2 Arab gulf 

3 Chinese 
society 

4 Buchwaldor 
Carney 

5 Evidence of 
guat 

6 Come to 
earth 

7 — nie 

8 Message 

9 Sailors 

10 Both: pref. 

11 Manner 

12 A Gardner 
14 Heron 

17 Plant insect 

22 Genuine 

23 Cover with 
paint 

24 Debate 

25 Atop 

26 Celtic 
priest 

27 An O'Grady 

28 High nest 


29 Shine 
brightly 

30 Occupantof 
28D 

31 Slag 

33 Separates 

36 Causing 
dread 

37 Chair 

39 Coup cf — 

40 Searching 
inquiry 

42 Not as 
dtetarit 

43 Raging fire 

45 Gaze 
fixedly 

46 Word of 
comparison 

47 Speed 

48 Shamrock 
land 

49 Agitated 
<3ata 

50 Small 
case 

51 History 

52 Voice 

55 Decay 

56 Negative 



Crossword Puzzle 


□nnn boob annn 

naon nnn0n n a SS 
nnncionocjEH onnn 
□□□ nnnn aonann 
anna aaDH^^, 
.□nnnna aonnoaga 
tannan annas nnn 
mnn nnnna nnnn 
nan nanaa hshod 

□aannnmn nnsann 

nnnn 

onnmmo ssss^aas 
,nonn onnasannan 
□□□a onnoo angg 
pnno nnnn nnnn 


FEELIN’ 
— FIT !— 

Magnesium works its mag¬ 
ic on 300 different enzymes 
in the body, keeping your 
heart pumping and providing 
energy. Look to raians, dried 
beans and bananas for this 
much-needed mineral. 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tips: The moon is in 
technical Aquarius. That’s excellent 
for puzzles, assembling toys, or learn¬ 
ing a new computer game. 

Aries (March 21-Aprfl 19). Spend 
rime with as many people as possible. 
You'll be in the mood to party! You 
may remember chores still to be 
done. Don’t feel guilty, get busy! 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Take 
it easy. You’ll be in a festive mood. 
Schedule group activities. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21), You’ll 
be lucky, especially when it comes to 
meeting with new friends. True love 
could even be among your gifts. 

Cancer (June 22-Jufy 22). You 
could make a few bucks. It looks like 
you’ll be lucky financially. You're 
lucky emotionally, too, so plan some¬ 
thing romantic. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Giving 
may be more fun than receiving, 
especially concerning somebody you 
love. Devote some time to solving a 
financial problem. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re 
having lots of fun, but it could also be 
a lot of work for you! Gel a friend to 
help you with the cleanup. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Love 
dominates your agenda. A starry- 
eyed conversation could lead to long¬ 
term bliss. Don't complain. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Home’s 
where die heart is. You may not get 
everything you want, but you might 
get something you didn’t expect! 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A 
technical toy should be lots of fun. 
You’ll figure out how it works in no 
time! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You're very powerful. You may be a 
bit astonished ar expenses, though. 
You should have thought of a way to 
meet those costs. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. IS). You're 
in fine form. That’s good, because 
there’s lots to be done! Use your 
imagination to solve an unexpected 
problem. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
may wake up worried that you’ve for¬ 
gotten something. You’re veiy lucky 
and very popular too! 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You learn best by 
doing. Study with an expert to gain 
valuable experience, and prosper. 


[PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


PROTECT MY 6KAMR&, 
PROTECT MY CHICKEN . 
PROTECT MY 006 ... 


AND PROTECT MY 
CHICKEN FROM MYD 0&\ 



Unscramble tfiese four words, one 
letter to each square, to form roar 
ordinary words. 




A -rEffPORAKY 
EXPEDIENT 
FOR- THE 17ENT1ST 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the abo*e cartoon. 


dO-LS- V — ispuap aqi joj watpaftra Xjtciudum V uwttsnv 
HmaiA HHHdOQ HOSIA 3KMVX isiavtsov 


=SiApS-flX ■ - 

One who sings his own 
praises always sounds 
off key. 

O IW5 Tnbnof McA« Servw _ 


Words of 
Wisdom 


Speaking from experience 
may be laudable, but it isn't 
always the smartest thing to 
do. 

• • • 

Habits, good and bad, are 
rooted in daily practice. 


When you stop reaching, 
you stop growing. 


Losing your head makes it 
hard to save face. 


Opportunity: what you 
wished you had after you’ve 
rejected iL 


The right road is usually the 
hardest- 


Bridge 

Follow Directions 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
AAK7 
UQ853 
0 A J75 
* Q 7 


WEST 
* J6 

<?AK J1094 
09 

*K J62 


EAST 
A 10 84 3 
<762 
O 10 6 4 3 
*853 


SOUTH 
A Q 9 5 2 
97 

OKQ82 
+ A10 9 4 


The bidding: 


East 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


South 

Pass 

4* 


West 
2 V 
Pass 


North 

Dbl 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of <7 

When you make a descriptive bid, ihere’s a price to pay. 
If the opponents buy die hand, your action can provide a 
blueprint of the distribution that enables declarer to gei 
home. 

Outside of West’s two-heart opening, which sysiemical- 
ly showed ai least five hearts and four dubs — in our opin¬ 
ion, a convention of dubious merit — there’s not much 
about the auction that thrills us. With two plus defensive 
tricks, four spades and a singleton, we would have opened 
the South hand. And the North hand is better suited to a two- 
no-trump overcall than a takeout double, despite the club 
shortness. 

West led the king of hearts, then shifted to a diamond. 
With 10 of West’s cards known to declarer, it was as if the 
hand was being played with glass cards. 

The second trick was won in the dosed hand and a low 
club was led toward the queen. West grabbed the king and 
exited safely with a club to the queen and, when West fol¬ 
lowed to two rounds of tramps, at least 12 of West’s cards 
were known. Declarer didn't give a hoot what the 13th card 
was. South simply led another spade and confidently 
finessed the nine. 

When that held, declarer could claim (he contract, but the 
game would have been safe even if West held the ten of 
trumps. On winning the trump trick West would have been 
endpiayed. A club would be into declarer's A10 teaace, and 
a heart would set up dummy’s queen while there were still 
diamond entries to tee table. 


WORD WISE 


Q: Is there a word for 
people who don’t believe in 
conventional medicine or 
doctors? 

A: Indeed there is, and the 


word is “iatrapistia.’’ The 
Greek word for healer was 
iatros, and it still appears in 
medical terms such as pedia¬ 
trician and geriatrics. 
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Ouverture diplomatique entre Israel 
et la Tunisie 


Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


La Tunisie et Israel ont pris la decision d'ouvrir respectivement dans chaque pays one 
section d "interets, qui represents une dcs plus faibles formes de representation 

TJToun'd'une conference de presse riunissant le ministre israilien dcs affaires 
etrang&res Ehud Barak (a droite sur none photo) et son homologue mmsien Habib 
Ben Yahia, le secritaire d’Etat amdrkain Watren Christopher s est filiate de ces 
premiers liens, annoncant qu 'ils seront effectifs a partir du 15 avriL . 

II a ajoutf que cette initiative reprisenudt pour lui «une etape lroportante pour 
plargir la ?nne de paix» au Moven-OrienL 

Israel espire disormais signer un tel accord avec la Mauritania d'tcipeu de temps, et 
peut-etre ensuite avec le sultanat d'Oman. 

Mardi, la Lybie a vivcment critique la position tunisienne. lajugeant contraire a la 
volonti des pays arabes. 



if ■*? 




SELON 



La guerre d'usure 

emre ^association dc de¬ 
fense des consommaieurs 
de caff cl les importateurs 
de cate occupe ies Jorda- 
niens depuis un mois et va 
encore alimenter leurs 
conversations durani ies 
longues nuiis du ramadan. 

Tout a ete declenchfi en 
raison du maintien it un 
prix irfes eleve du caff cn 
Jordanic alors que son 
prix mondial a baisse. 

Les Jordanie ns. par nai¬ 
vete. ont lout d'abord 
manifesto leur colere. qui 
est montos rapidement en 
fleche avant dc regagner 
le seuil de depart sans 
qu’ils aient oblenu lc 
moindre avantage. On a 
qualify les commenjants 
de profiteurs en les ac¬ 
cusant de vouloir s'en- 
richir sur le dos des pau- 
vres citoyens qui ne peu- 
vent pas se passer de leur 
cafe. 

Mais en reality, per- ; 
sonne n'a cherchi* & com- 
prendre les raisons pro- 
fondcs qui poussenl les 
importateurs ii restcr in- 
flexibles devant ces at- 
taques. Ces commenpnts 
sont de veritables patrioies 
qui cherchent en fail & 
proteger et a dSfendre. 
centre leur grfc. les inierets 
dcs consommaieurs. 

En faisant du cafe un 
produil luxueux que. vu 
les difficultes £conomi- 
ques. peu de gens peuvent 
se procurer." ils Svitent 
tous les effets nocifs de cc 
produil sur le corps, 
i'esprit et la pensee. 

Lc cafe provoque une 
elevation de la prcssion ar- 
lericlle et du taux de cho¬ 
lesterol dans lc sang. !l en- 
traTne aussi ia secretion de 
catecholamines, comme si 
nous avions besoin dc 
stress supplemenlairc. Pire 
encore, il declcnche. avee 
lc temps, un ciat dc depen- 
dance nefuMc dont il est 
difficile de se gucrir. tout 
comme I’inioxicatinn par 
la drogue ou 1 alcool. 

Le*- importateurs sin- 
ceres connaisscnt tous ccs 
dangers et went aussi 
que* les buveurs dc cafe 
sont des fumeurs achar- 
nes Ils sculent ainsi aider 
les Jordanians a abandon- 
ncr le (abac qui ddvorc 
nos poumons cl bouche 
nos .uteres 

Le cafe mainlient evcil- 
Ic le jour et vole le .som- 
met I la nun. La nuit. 
lorsque les somnambulcs 
de noire pays nc trouvent 
pour seul companion que 
des emissions dc televi¬ 
sion d une grande nullite 
qui les pous&cnt ii achcter 
dcs antennes satellites cc it 
porter attcintc a noire cul¬ 
ture et a nos mocurs. 

D'autre pan. les -cafes 
boulevards - sc multi- 
pi icnt dans la capitalc ct 
les jcuncs y accourcnt 
tous les soirs. au lieu de 
frequenter dcs endroits 
plus mtcllcctucls. 

Le cafe a sou vent et£ 
source dc soucis pour les 
gens qui fnSqucnlcnt les 
cafes populaires oil Ton 
parlc dc politique ct oil 
Ton critique ouvencmcnt 
les dirigeants. Nos impor- 
taleurs vculcnt nous fipar- 
gner dc ids ennuis, cl les 
rois du cafe vculent filler 
l emharras a nos homines 
politique* ct il nos ecri- 
vains. 

Car s'll csl vrai. comme 
dil Pop:, que lc caff don- 
r.c de lc sagesse aux poli- 
ticieas. ou comme dit 
Reuter, met lecrivain au 
contact dcs idecs du 
silicic, cc nest ccnaine- 
ment pas lc cos ehez nous. 

Alors messieurs, otez 
vos chapeaux et presentez 
vos excuses aux vrais an- 
ges gardien* dcs consom* 
m.itcurs jonianiens.B 


Suhail Alsxreis 


;|e corp 5 


Religion 




mois a l’heure du ramadan 






Depuis dimanche, la Jordanie vitau rythme du ramadan. Un devoir religieux qui entraine depuis de nombreuses annees un < L?; , ; r 
certain nombre de coutumes et de traditions chez les musulmans. Recit d unejournee traditionneUe. 


Samedi dernier. & 

la vue du premier croissant de 
la iune nouvelle. le ramadan a 
commence. Ravis par la venue 
du neuvifeme mois de l'annle 
lunaire. les musulans se sont 
pr£par£s & etre totaJement de¬ 
vours envers Dieu. Ils adoptent 
le comportemeni moral de 
l'lslam avec toutes les obliga¬ 
tions qu’il engendre: le jeiine. 
les priere cominuelles le jour et 
ia nuit ainsi que Fairer de la ca- 
lomnie. Le ramadan est attendu 
par les grands comme par Les 
enfants. 

L'ambiance de ce mois reli¬ 
gieux enveloppe la vie ainsi 
que les coeurs. Etant un des 
cinq piliers de l'lslam. le jeiine 


est bien observe dans les pays 
musulans. 

II implique que le musulan 
samite de manger et dc boire 
du lever du soleil jusqu'au 
coucher. vers cinq heures en ce 
moment. Dieu oblige les mu¬ 
sulmans h jeuner pour leur faire 
connaitre les difficult^ que 
subissent les pauvTes pour sur- 
vivre. II le fait aussi dans le but 
de placer les musulmans riches 
et pauvres dans les memes con¬ 
ditions pour raontrer que tous 
les musulmans sont dgaux. 

Les coutumes du ramadan se 
ressemblent presque dans tous 
les pays musulmans. En Jorda¬ 
nie. les habitudes sont dans 
toutes les families les memes. 


Pas d’excuse 
pour le ramadan 


Tous les musulmans vaiides et en bonne sanff ont I'obligation de re¬ 
specter scrupuleusemcnt le ramadan. Cependam. il y a des exceptions. 

Par exemple. pour les femmes enceintes, pour les personnes trfes 
ag£es ou les enfants de moins de dix ans. Les enfants commcncent par 
jeflner graduellement. d’abord une demi-joumfie. puis plusieurs jours 
jusqu'& ce qu’ils soient assez grands pour ne pas comprometlre leur 
santd. Personne n’est tenu de jedner si sa santd ne lui permet pas et si 
tel devient le cas, le jeQneur doit s’ameter. 

Dans d’autres cas. on peut compenser les jours ou l‘on n’a pas suivi lc 
jeQne (maladie ou voyage) en donnant de la nourriture aux pauvres en 
proportion du nombre de jours manquds, ou en jeiinant it une autre 
periode de l’anndc. L'exemption du jeGne tout entier est admise si 1'on 
nourrit trente personnes ebaque jour de jeiine. 

II faut aussi nolcr que rimportante communauid musulmane emi- 
grde a travers le monde -2.2 millions en Fiance par exemple- ne 
manque pas de pratiquer le ramadan. malgri un environnement sou- 
vent plus difficile.* 


Rdunis en famille. les musul¬ 
mans guettent le «Madfa'a». le 
coup de canon, pour passer & 
table apres le coucher du soleil 
et degustcr l'«Jftar'. lc premier 
repas de la joumee. 

A I'appcl du "Mualhen -. ce- 
lui qui appcllc a la priere. on lit 
< al Fateha", lc premier vcrsei 
du Coran, pour commcnecr lc 
repos. Puis suit la priere de 
Mftar* par laquellc les Musul¬ 
mans renouvelle leur volontc 
de jeuner encore lc lendemain 
et leur foi en Dieu. 

Le repas commence, par une 
datte comme faisait le prophfcte 
Mahomet. Auparavonu les 
gens avaient ITiabitude dc 
manger seulcmem la done et 
allaient & la mosquee 
pour prier. Ils revenaient 
ensuite pour manger le 
repas du ramadan cn fa¬ 
mille. De nos jours, il n'y 
a presque que les per¬ 
sonnes ag£es qui comin- 
uent a lc faire. 

re- Lc repas commence 

is. par une soupe accom- 

r&s pagn£c de pain et des 

par plots qui ouvrent l'appetit 

uts comme le xHumous^. Ic 

sur «Foul&*‘, le «Mutabale*>. 

t si des salades et des corni- 

chons. 

i lc La boisson courante 

en de l'«Iftar-» est ie 

itre «Kamar el din*-, a base 

on d'abricots secs. Devant 

ccs plais varids. la fa- 
™- mille di5cutc des enfants 

ne puis ahorde la vie dcs 

>u- parents ou dcs grands 

parents. 


Le ramadan est considdrd 
comme le mois permcitani de 
resserer les liens familiaux et 
les relations avec les proches. 
Ics invitds dram toujours bien- 
venus Si la table dc V«lftar». 


Le «souhour» avant 
le soleil 

Le plat principal de l'«Iftap* 
varic en fonciion dc la spcciali- 
le dc la mere dc famille parcc 
qu’elle suit bien ce qu'attendent 
ses enfants gourmands apr&s 
une longue joumde dc jeiine. 
Metire et enlevcr le couvcri est 
un travail auquel tous les mem- 
bres dc la families participcnt 
cn discutam. 

Apres l a «Utar». les hommes 
ct les femmes vonl & la mos- 
qude. Ddsormais. ils nc s'y ren- 
dent que certains jours ct non 
pas chaquc soir comme aupara- 
vom. a cause dcs distractions 
modemes tclles que la televi¬ 
sion. 

La pridre du soir commence 
par r«lsha»». la cinquicmc 
pri&rc de la joumee, et est sui- 
vic par «Al traweih** qui sc di¬ 
vise cn cinq sdries dc qunirc in- 
dinaisons entrccoupdes par des 
Icaures dc sourates du Coran. 

Apr&s cctte dcmiiirc prifcre, 
les enfants. jadts. sc prcssaicnl 
pour accucillir les parents en 
portant dcs lantemcs pour aller 
sc balader dans Ics nidlcs dc la 
villcs cl achcicr dcs noix. des 
bonbons et du chocolat. 

A present, on sc conlcntc dc 
manger Ic *KalaieK un gdieuu 
special du ramadan fnurrfi soil 
avee du fromage dc Naplouse, 


Irak 


Les Irakiennes perdent le chemin de l'ecole 

Pour beaucoup de jeunes Irakiennes , /'embargo a regard de leur 
pays a marque la fin de leur scolarite. Aujourd'hui , des associations 
se battent pour leur permettre de retouver les bancs de l ' ecole. 


Nadia a douzc ans. Elle 
semble irfcs emue el concenircc 
sur la chanson qu'cllc rdpetc 
avec scs camarades de classes, 
chanson qui louc l’ecole ei con- 
dam nc ('ignorance ct 1'anal- 
phab&tismc. Mats voila. Lc cas 
de Nadia riest pas tout a fait le 
memc que cclui dcs auircs 
cl&vcs. Alors que ccllcs-ci fre- 
quenfent I cede dc fagon nigu- 
licrc depuis I age dc cinq ans. 
cllc. entretemps. est devenue cc 
que Ton appcllc -.une enfant de 
la rue*-. 

EIlc a quitte 1'ccolc lorsque 
ses parents ne pouvaieni plus 
payer les frais de scoiarile ct 
avaient besoin du peu d'argeni 
quelle pouvait ramener a la 
maison. Nadia se lient dcrrifcre 
un kiosque ct vend des paquets 
dc cigarettes au coin de la rue. 

Faut-il avoir faim et etre 
ignorant ou avoir faim (our en 
continuant a apprendre? De¬ 
vant cc ditemme, Nadia et sa 
famille ont opte pour le 
deuxi&me choix. Sle a repondu 
avec enthousiasme a I’appcl 
lancf par la television ou tro¬ 
vers de publidifs incilant les 
lilies desertcuses ll revenir a 
I'&ole. On leur propose dc sc 
joindre aux ^classes irr£gu- 
li&rcs« afin dc suivre gratuite- 
ment dcs cours de remise 1 ni¬ 
veau ct s'inscrire ensuite it 
nouveau dans les classes nor- 
males. Maintenant. Nadia va dc 
nouveau cn clossc le matin, et 
revient 5 son kiosque I'aprfes- 
midi. 

Elle csl tout H fail conscicntc 
du fait que retnouver Tecole sig- 
nifie aussi aller ik I’encontre de 
nombreuses difficult^. L'cm- 
bargo dcono mique impose par 
Ics Nations Unies contre i'lrak 
pise sur Ics pauvres. Tout est 
mille fois plus cher. Achcter du 
papier et des crayons devient 
impossible. Mais * lorsque ce 
nuage noir qui couvre nos 
revet disparahra, ["education 
sera le sauveur qui nous con - 
duira hors de ce sombre tun¬ 
nel ». dil Nadia sagement. 

11 y a quelques ann£es. le 
chiffre de I’alphaWtisation en 
Irak etaii briliam, Quelques 
mois avant la guerre, cc pays 
de 19 millions d’habiiants pou- 
vait sc vantcr du fail que la 
quasi-totalit& de sa population 
savail lire et &crirc. 

Aujourd’hui. Ics organisa¬ 


tions non- 

gouveme men tales coor- 
donnent leurs efforts 
avec ceux'des organis- 
mes officiels pour inciter 
les adultes. particu- 
licrcment les fem-mes. ii 
se joindre aux cours 
daiphabe.’isa-tion Mais 
Ic drame es: qu’un nom- 
brc dc plu* cn plus im¬ 
portant dc fillcs 5gces dc 
dix & douze ans abandon- 
ncm I’ficole. Avec les 
conditions dc vie parti- 
culi&remem dure*. Ies 
enfants sent forces dc 
travailler et devicnnent, 
dans certains cas. des 
soutiens de famille. 



Un pro jet pfon- ; 
nier d’education 

I’ne etude rfceme 
s’intcressaxn aux effets • 
dc Fcmbargo ficono- . 
mique sur les enfants 
irakiens au niveau psy- : 
choiogiquc. social, pc- 
dagogique et sanitairc a | 
montre que le taux . 
d’abandon de 1’6 dpIc a • 
attcint un niveau tr&s im¬ 
portant ces deux der- . 
niferes aiuiecs. 

Bien que les pro- . 
grammes d &ducation in- ! 
dependants fassent partic 
du cadre de i'objectif in¬ 
ternational -rWucation ‘ '. . ~ ,. , . " 

pour tous d’ici 1’an Obhgies dc travailler dans la rue A cause du blocus. Us jeunes 
2000^. avec notamment Irakiennes peuvent esp^rer retoumer a l"fcole aujourd'hui. 


comme objectif la iutle 
centre 1’analphaWtisme parmi 
la population ffminine. le mini- 
sire de 1'Education a lancd un 
projet pionnier deducation 
avec les «4co!e5 irrfgulidrcs*. 

Cc projet qui a 4tfi mis cn 
oeuvre grace aux efforts dc la 
Federation generate dcs fem¬ 
mes irakiennes fGFIWj ct 
l’Uniccf. oidera & surmontcr les 
obstacles qui. dans Ics circon- 
stanccs actual Ics. cmpechent 
Ics jeunes filles dc frequenter 
normalemcnt f&colc. 

Scion le responsablc du bu¬ 
reau dc I'lnformalion dc 
TL'nicef. Imad Ni’meh. Ics 
panenaires font appe! aux pa¬ 
rents pour cncouragcr ^ leurs 
fiUcs 1 s'inscrire dans les ecolcs 
qui enseigncnl ccs program¬ 
mes. 

LI Ics filles apprennent la 
lecture. rariihm£riqiie et la cou¬ 


ture. cl rcgoivcnt d’autres cn- 
scignemems avant trail a la vie 
quotidienne. 

Lc prix du lissu ncuf £tant dc- 
venu inaccessible, dies apprcn- 
nent par exemple b transformer 
dcs vetcmcnLs d£ju utilisis. Le 
nombre dcs •-diplS-nrfcs/’ dc 
ccs 450 classes est passe de 
7000 fiilcs cn 1992 i 14000 au 
debui dc cette annec. 

Sekm Faditah Abbas, une 
dcs rcsponsablcs de 1'infor- 
mation au GFIW, •17000 filles 
qui avaient tsbaiufonnS I'ecotc 
prvfiterrnt dc ce programme it 
la fin de retie ounce scvlaire .» 

Lc minisiere dc I'£ducatidn 
est rcsponsabic des aspects 
technique* du programme. 

Dans ics ccolcs gardes par la 
GFIW oil Ics cours ont lieu 
jpres les horaire* officiels des 
classes ncrmaics. la Federation 
cvalue k projd cn cnopcralion 


avec lc Centre de recherche pe- 
dagogique du Minist&rc. 

Les rcsponsablcs de ec pro¬ 
gramme baptiwS -plus dc fillc 
hors dc I'&olcfl sont convain- 
cus que le cycle dkmentaire act 
la base asscnticllc pour fmimir 
un niveau deducation accepta¬ 
ble permettant aux cnfjnls dc 
travailler plus lord. 

«,\'nus snmmci cmwtcnts 
dcs difficult*t inhfrmics ii mi¬ 
tre larhe car il y a tant u faire 
dans lc domaine dc 
leducation » cxpiiquc Fadilah 
Abbas «£’( lorsque la faim 
frnppe. die nr laissr place u 
rien d'autre. Nous dn ons per- 
severer car lc Uutx de desertion 
dcs classes est beaut >nip plus 
t in t t hrz les filles que chez les 

gallons » ■ 


Lima Nabil 
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Le «Kataief», fourri au frontage ou aux noix, est Vune des specialties que Ion con¬ 
somme tors de V«Ivtar». 


soit avee des noix. 

L'ambiance dcs soirees dc 
ramadan dans les caffs est trfcs 
spdeiale Les jeunes rient. &cou- 
tent de la musique arabe jouce 
par des «Oudcs«, des instru- 
mcnis & cordes, ct fument lc 
'<Nargilch». 

Ces soirees continucnt jus¬ 
qu'au moment du «Souhour», 
fe deuxieme repas dc la joumde 
que Ton prend avant le lever du 
soleil. pour preparer lc jcOne du 
lendemain. ■ 


Le calendrier lunaire 


Le mois du ramadan. comme les autres Kies, rebgieiujes, Sfe i- - 
prdsente toujours h date fixe, mais sekm le calendrier_musul- 
man basfi sur Fannie lunaire de 354 jours^ou de 355 quand, _ . 
Fannie debute un jour avant la nouvelk hme) r le mois hmaire t — 
comprenant 28 jours. . ' . ; ; . 

Ainsi,ily a chaqueaniffeuntffcalagede I0iII joursenne ;_ 

le ddbut chi ramadan et. Fann& solaire, ceBe du calendrier.gr^- ;_ 

gorien. O'est pour cela qu’il peut avoir Jieu en biver. au prm- ;_ 

^&^eneff^rfen.^wto*mie.; .- * ' , • jam 

X'esl surisi que fe raraadan, qui a commenefi-le 22 janvier en'; 
Jordanie cette_an»6e, avail d&buff le ler ffyrier en J995 et le 
12 ffvricr en 1994. ■ , iseo 
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Jordanie 

Les femmes luttent pour 
leurs droits 




Quatre mois apres la conference de Pekin sur les 
femmes, un congres organise a Amman s'est 
penche sur la question des droits de la femme. 


^ Prophec> 


Dans le cadre du pro¬ 
gramme national d'in format ion 
Mir I'cnvironnemcnt ct I'ddu- 
cation. Ics mouvements femi- 
nistes dc Jnnlanic as wics a (a 
swicte jordanienne d'envi- 
ronnement ct h .la fondalion 
Friedrich Naumann om organi¬ 
se la semainc dcmierc un 
congres ;i Amman. Cctlc reu¬ 
nion avail pour but dc discuter 
de I'impact des resolutions pri¬ 
ses h Wkin sur la situation dcs 
femmes en Jordanie. 

Lu consequence principal 
cn Jordanic dc la conference dc 
P6kin a ctfi la cr&uinn par la 
prince ssc Basma du Congris 
national jordanicn dcs asso¬ 
ciations fcminisics fJNCW) 
qui a coinmc mission princi- 
palc I'tS-du cation des 
femmes dans route la Jorda¬ 
nic. 11 est cn effet primordial jt 
d'inrormcr ccllcs qui hahi- 
tent dans des villages dloig- 
ncs ct qui nc connaisscnt 
pas leurs droits. Cette organ¬ 
isation qui csl semi- 
gouveme men talc, cssaic de , 
coordnnncr lc travail entre 
Ics organisations gouvemc- 
mcntalcs ct non gouvcmc- 
mcmales. Son objectif est dc 
permcitn: aux femmes dc 
comprendrc leurs droits ct Ic 
sens dc l'lgaJite qu'cltcs rcc- 
lamcni, cLrns Ic cadre dcs us 
ct cnuiumcs du pays dans Ic- 
qucl dies ffsident. 


la sac tile- explique Asma 
Khadcr. prtsideme dc l'L'nion 
des femmes jordoniennes. 


Renforcer I'/nttgration 

En 19H5. Ia troisieme confe¬ 
rence Internationale des fem¬ 
mes a cu lieu a Nairobi. Elle a- 
vait permis dc d^finir une stra¬ 
tegic imponante: la promotion 
dc la femme jusqu'en Fan 2000. 
"Apres cette conference, la si¬ 
tuation nwnjialc a beaucoup 
change: la guerre fraids s’est 
arretce. ct le travail des 
femmes est devenu de plus en 
plus important- dit Tagrced 
Hikmat du JNC\V. 


danieruies a Pekin etait. remar- ^nes. Dreams. Reflect 

won. 

danienne officielle et 110 re- ie Huin Lithographs 
presentantes de la delegation s . 

non gouvernementalc *, con- A ISO ] 

slate Tagrced Hikmat. n,. 

La lutte conri nuera jusqu'h cc Dy UQ. 

que les rfoolulions votdes lore rp --"_ 

des conffrences mondiales ^elohJa m 

soient appliqu6ss partout dans “ d Dnnw- 
le monde. Ekndam lc colloque 
d' Amman, des hommes qui mi- 
litent pour les droits des 
femmes ont souligniS une des __ 

faiblesses de la June ffministc. 

Selon eux. les femmes n'om pas V 

recllcment cfffini les droits 


nnlf QLr«i 


NVENTB* 






Dans lc monde cnticr. 

Ics femmes dcmandcnl lu En octobre dernier, une delegation de I ?7 

reconnaissance dc leurs s'etati rendtu a la conferenc^Tpfl^ * emmesJord * tt ™ uu * 

droits ct legahff avec Ics J Cretan. 

hommes. Lc Utfvcloppemcnt. la Etant do ran? que les femmes 

paix ct le preprts au cours dcs rcpnJscntcm 70^ dc la popula- qu’elles ffclament 

anntfes i vcmr nc seront pas Uon dcs pays pauvres ct deux trouxe at' In lutte des 

possibles sans cooperation mu- tiers dcs HicttnSs dans le monde femmes est 

tudlc emre I'hommc ct la il est u*cm cfagi, II K 

mass's 

joucr son rfik: a eoid dc comme le a , 6 ' 15 ass f mbIfes parlcmentaires 

I’hommc. cl non paTamtre 5ST £E °“ * a pau ‘ et 6* 

I’hommc. Lc ^j e ^ nriMiii „ t ._ occu P ent des nu- 

p t)is qn'il y n un rlunige- 
mcni dc situation, il faut iou * 

Jours passer par un conflit. 

H est important dc lc rendre 
demmrmnque pour que rluicun 
rctissis.sc i) joucr son rate dans 


Lc r6Je dcs organisations 
gouverncmcmales ct non gou- 
vcmementalcs p&sc. au fur ct h 
mcyurc. dc plus en plus dans la 
lutte pour I'ameiioratiorj de la 
condition dc la femme. .Cette 
wince, la participation des Jar - 


qu'elies nSclament. 

«Je trouve que la lutte des 
femmes est un echec dans le 
sens ou elles n'arrivent pas & 
s'imposer dans la socidtd*, dit 
I un des participants masculius- 
En effet, la participation mon- 
dialc moyenne des femme dans 
les assemblies parlcmentaires 
est sculemcnt de 10%, et 6% 
d'entre eUes occupent des mi- 
nistferes. 

Ce qui prouve que les. gou- 
vemeraents ont encore .beau¬ 
coup £ faire pour amdlioref 
1 integration des femmes. * • 


-/esjacnat Dr 
Sh «*s Rei 
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THE STAR 11 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 

American Centre Library_820101 

'British Council..— 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute_641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)_610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 639777 

AHaya Arts Centre--_ 665195 

Y.W.CA,__641793 

Y.W.M.A- 664251 

Daratal Fomin..643252 

Alia Art Gallery ~. 639303 

Baladna Art GaUery.. 657132 

r Nabil AI Mashini Tbeu’re_675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre ..625155 


Concord Cinema._... 

Plaza Cinema.... 

Philadelphia Cinema_ 


.- 677420 

. 669238 

. 634144 


Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City..._667181/5 

Orthodox Club..810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Dub..736572 

Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Dub..-.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club —. 676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library..843555 

R.S.C.N..—. 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


i ^xj rkrw :;':: ! 


«F wcfisj 
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The Prime Ministry..641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture. 686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.. 666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources_815615 

Finance.. 636321 

Foreign Affairs. 644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information..-.641467 

Interior Ministry..663111 

Justice..—...663101 



...698186 

Municipalities & Environment.... 
Parliamentary Affairs ....-.. 

...641393 

...641211 

..-644466 

Post & Communications -. 

Pnhlir 

.... 624301 
...665131 


.... 668481 


....673191 


...602121 


642311 


... 641461 

Water &. Irrigation -.«... 

...680100 


Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.._641271/2 

Australian... 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini .. 664148/9 

Brazilian --- 642183 

Belgian. 675683 

Bulgarian .. 818151 

Canadian .. 666124 

Chilean.... 823360 

Cyprus- Honorary Cons ...; 677559 

Czech ..._671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen....... 603703 

Elnmsh Consulate 824654/824676 

French .. 641273/4 

German .—. 689351 

Greek..;. 671331/2 

ffongarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.698851 

Indian .. 637262 

I^nesfan......—. 828911 

638185 

Japanese .;i.. 672486/7 

Sfeuwahi.1 675135/8 

Libyan... 693101/3 

Lebanese :. 641381 

Moroccan. 641451 

NetherlandSu.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate..... 636720 

jforth Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Qhianl -. 686155 

Pakistani.. 622787 

^destine..677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines —..._ 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian.- 667738 

Russian.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri.Lanki, Consulate.645312 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa...811194 

Spanish. 614166/9 

Sudanese ....... 644251/2 

Swedish... 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian.-1. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tirmsrari._. 674307/8 

’Dirldsfi'*:.-- 641251 

U=A.E:C;643347/643341 

United Kingdom......823100 

United Stales.— 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation.' 668191 

ESCWA....;.694351/8 

ICRC.. 688645 

UNDP/WFP .. 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO._- 606559 


I Airlines 

Adda Airways.667029 

Aeroflot. 641510 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka.J 682140 

Alitalia.-...625203 

Alyemda (Airyemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/66702S 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British'Airways .641430 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air...630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia__637827/644036 

Iran Air... 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM .. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA. . 636104 

Olympic .. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

FIA .. 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas .. 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian...678321 

Saudia...1. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines........ 604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/64] 906 

Syrian Air... 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir. 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines.659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport. (08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar ...!. 314131 

Aqaba__ 314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Inti.312426 

Miramar.314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.. 192/62111J 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.—.—. 199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

AI'Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army, Marka..891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info_750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 



There are certainly so 4* 
many ways to enjoy the 
UTTLE 

hum!!! . 

Most welcome to phone , 
Most welcome to come ■ 
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businessman GUIDE 


M CorrxforE 
Hotel Suites 

A Luxury™ 
JS, Comfort 3 

t Service & 

jlL Location ® 

0 

In the ^ of £ 
Sweifyieh 7 

THE BEST MUSIC STORE 

V. ^ ./ 

FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 




ADAMS'" 

i-vMr-ck- 


Cafe Restaurant 


NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 


j A SECURE 
! BiOTBS. 

Ill § 

ill IJ 1 


j M &ei* &£(>■# g* | 

FuUy Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 




Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Beauty Institute 

* 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures A. 
padicures 



Different 


.5uf;Y Amn-cii Te!: -S'5229 



True Vacations come to 
live In our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:31413I/2. 






Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Slvr.eisani 
jy. fiCUCCh 




The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

(DINE- IN, TAKE A WAY & DELIVERY) 
Mecca sL Jab'r Trade Center 

o ' - ^ ~ 

l c!: L J: _ J ^ <j- 

TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



We save you more 
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Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy 
.-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 
-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 
^|9th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 
K^;.1 • 7 Also 19th century Lithographs 

"• "*'■ - By David Roberts + Bartlett 


To Advertise in 
this space , call 
US Gi 


Mosque.Tel 605861. 


jncaiyBmgiC^T^F*--- --afzi 

Funny Bunny funnyBunny 


^ THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
/ DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
f\ THE BEST 
k\ HUMBERGERIN 
\U TOWN 
y \ \Burger. Roust. 
j Chicken 

iMumhiah MouminnhS4. 

S Tel: 26527? 


" •'! “(2 


Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

^ JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

Shmeisani- Oo?. Grind- 
lays Bank. 

Phone: 604242 

S wench. Phene S23S:; 


The first & best "’ 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls-School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

/ Tel638968 


-AQABA GULF HOTEL 


e * * a 



Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 


Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only. 
For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 


I K T I S A D I 


> ■- ■! ,• 

I: L: .-V. 


To Advertise in 
this space, call 
us at 

652-380 


_ yJAl ^ '-4„ ; ^ 
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The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 


AH types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. TeL 820099 
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*Professional Drycleaning- 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


carriage carriage ^ RentaCar 



THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 


Available at: 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 


carriage carriage 



“f Wasfi AI- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 



CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


H lAMAn^. 


^um i \m‘ <u \i: ■; ;; ; 

ffllJ IM y IK < - s—----- - „ 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


^ Bardkeh As&io &srvicg 


3 \ we offer:- * 

c 1 Computerized Engine Check ^ Electro Mechanical car check . ^ 

l ^ ~ / «5* Automatic & Manual car wash services ^ wheel balance m ai n ta n ance: 

\B.4RAK^/ 4. oil Change ' 

Wasfi AI-TalSL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ^ 






Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


AF Skmeisani, Near Ata AM, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel.? 698005 
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COMPUTING 



Edited by Zeid Nasser 
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You.are invited 
tojshare your 
news and views 
with our readers. 

Call us at 
652380 or fax us 
your news at 
648298. 


The governor of PC Software 
leads the way for other developers to follow: 

The Microsoft Era 


By Khaldoon A1 Akkad 

Special to The Star 


emor of PC Software and is 
controlling oil its aspects and 
directions. 

in the early eighties. IBM 
allowed Microsoft to license 


SOFTWARE DEVELOP¬ 
MENT worldwide 
has been divergent 
virtually to all 
aspects and direc¬ 
tions of daily life. 

The need for 
utmost accuracy, 
maximum speed, 
extreme productivity 
and endless service 
are the main drivers 
that push leading 
computer businesses 
worldwide to adopt 
technological policies 
that focus on state of 
the an computer 
hardware and soft¬ 
ware technologies. 

resulted in S«“f Micros °fi stam P s om competition 
the generation of 



aimed at. the size of business 
market and its orientation. 
Successful marketing and pro¬ 
motional strategies, as well as 
the long term forecast of the 
future of software demand are 
the main aspects that should be 
awarded much attention if a 
product is to become domi¬ 
nant. This was the driving 
force behind Microsoft's con¬ 
tinued success and dominance. 

With someone like Bill 
Gales leading the company, it 
should continue to grow' in this 
direction, but with possibly 
more challenges in our boom¬ 
ing Information age. 

Still, if Microsoft continues 
to build on its dominance in all 
aspects of operating systems 
and software, it will continue 
to lead the way for other to fol- 


software giants, who dominate 
the market with their products. 

One example is Microsoft 
who has produced software of 
virtually all kinds whether 
operating systems, games, 
wordproccssors. DTP. commu¬ 
nications. finance packages 
and others. 

Moreover. Microsoft 
believes dial it should be the 
main producer for Internet 
software that will take us into 
the information super 
highway. 

In the not so distant future. 
Microsoft may also emerge as 
the only main power in Net¬ 
working. through its MSN 
software found in Windows 
95. 

The Microsoft Phenome¬ 
non. as some people like to 
call it, resembles total domi¬ 
nance of Microsoft products. 
Some people go far enough to 
say that the whole world is liv¬ 
ing in the Microsoft Era. 
which was created by DOS. 
then Windows. 

Microsoft today is the gov- 


DOS, the operating system of 
the PC. Accordingly. Micro¬ 
soft succeeded in making its 
operating system the dominant 
one in the PC world. 

Later challenges from OS\2. 
and Macintosh operating sys¬ 
tem pushed Microsoft to create 
Microsoft Windows. 

Windows also succeeded 
and Microsoft's latest version 
Windows 95. is turning into 
the standard 32-bit operating 
system. 

The fact that the operating 
system is the brain of comput¬ 
ing machines has given Micro¬ 
soft additional power. 

This has ted. or actually 
forced, other developers to 
adopt whatever Microsoft is 
doing. Third party developers 
create additional utilities that 
make that brain more domi¬ 
nant. powerful, and much more 
wide-spread. 

As a conclusion, it is clear 
that generating demand for any 
software product today is 
totally affected by the kind of 
software market which it is 


Appreciating Jordanian software developers and 
respecting intellectual property rights: 

Protecting a Jordanian future 
in technology 


By Rasim S. Abder Rahim 


IN AN effort to create tomor¬ 
row's Jordan, or a better Jordan 
as others wish to call it. there 
are plenty of steps that should 
be taken to achieve that 
honourable future. 

For one thing, wc 
should encourage young 
Jordanian businessmen to 
invest more in technol¬ 
ogy and in research and 
development (R&D). 

To support that. Jorda¬ 
nian college and univer¬ 
sity students should be 
encouraged to pursue 
technically-moti voted 
specializations that help 
create the necessary 
skilled personnel for 
technology. 

We must protect our 
national resources that 


Only a handful of Jordanians 
have succeeded in penetrating 
the world markets as interna¬ 
tionally-recognized software 
developers. 

To build themselves, they 



make 

pan of our business heritage, 
and we have come a long way 
in building up a Jordanian busi¬ 
ness identity that is unique to 
our small country. In a new 
Middle East, our business iden¬ 
tity distinguishes us as good 
and active partners as we arc 
expected ro be. 

While Jordan is becoming an 
active partner in the PcaccNet 
project, the Trade Point Pro¬ 
jects. Middle East-European 
partnership. World Trade 
Organization ... etc: the Jorda¬ 
nian private sector must shoul¬ 
der its responsibility in safe¬ 
guarding Jordan's national 
security goals. Building a bet¬ 
ter Jordan and standing up to 
the challenges in today's and 
tomorrow’s world of business. 


1 - 

NETS & Access, revisited 

MANY READERS have been asking about the nature of 
the services offered by the two leading BBS companies in 
Jordan; Access and NETS. So here Is a detailed ‘compari¬ 
son table’ which we had published before to give readers a 
dear idea on what to expect from both NETS and Access. 

—- 

Name of service 

NETS 

ACCESS 

Numbers 

tel 619870 

tel 646868 

Subserf tption 

JD10 

JD 10 

Max. Connection 
Time 

1 hour 

3 Hours 

Internet Email 

Out 

JD 0.18 

JD0.17 

Internet Ema3 In * 

JD0.16 

JD0.16 

Special 

Refundable 
deposit JD 35 

Three months 
minimum 
subscription 


have made very dear capital 
and labor investments to keep 
up with new. prevailing trends 
in the world of computer tech¬ 
nology. Jordanians must appre¬ 
ciate the work of those profes¬ 
sionals and young 
entrepreneurs; they resemble 
that heritage we pride ourselves 
of. 

Also, there's a handful of 
reputable Jordanian computer 
companies which, in addition 
to representing international 
brands, have succeeded in 
establishing independent Jorda¬ 
nian initiatives in developing 
Arabized, customized and 
tailor-made software and infor¬ 
mation technology services. 

We all agree that there is an 
emerging Jordanian 'value- 
added' sector in computeriza¬ 


tion and information technol¬ 
ogy that needs to be heavily 
safeguarded and closely 

nourished. 

Pirating international names 
so as to attain quick high- 
profile and to attract 
more customers is an 
old game. The Jorda¬ 
nian technology com¬ 
munity does not 
appreciate any act of 
intellectual property 
rights piracy. In other 
words, the illegal 
transfer of ownership 
of a tide of foreign 
trade or service marks 
and names does not 
create more business 
and results in creating 
a bad example of 
business ethics in this 
strategic sector of the 
Jordanian market. 
Successful businesses have 
never been associated with 


piracy and bad business ethics. 

- Due to the increasing local 
and international competition 
in offering international tech¬ 
nology services, only a few. 
who are recognized locally and 
internationally as ‘good’ busi¬ 
ness. will be able to carry on. 
Others will fall as it is usually 
the case all over the world. 

The Jordanian computer 
community supports every 
measure that seejes to protect 
local and international intellec¬ 
tual property rights. The way to 
doing ‘smart-business' and to 
survive is to innovate; by creat¬ 
ing, developing and adding 
value to what we have acquired 
or produced. ■ 


News update 


Computer makers slash 
prices 


family. 


• Dell Computer and Hewlett- 
Packard slashed prices today on 
their personal computers, while 
Xerox offered rebates of up to 
S1,000 on printers in the latest 
salvos of an industry pricing 
war. 

Dell’s lower prices cover a 
range of desktop configurations 
that include high-performance 
network-ready systems with 
166 MHz Intel Pentium 
processors. 

All systems offered with the 
new price breaks include a 
high-resolution color monitor. 
HP cut prices by up to 15 per¬ 
cent on its HP OmniBook 5000 
Pentium notebook PCs. Xerox 
offered rebates of up to $1,000 
on printer and networking 
options purchases from its 
XPrini Color Laser Printer 


Finns to improve 
Cyber-Security 


• Netscape Communications 
and' VeriFone say they will 
devise a system to make elec¬ 
tronic payments on the Internet 
more secure. 

VeriFone. a developer of 
retail electronic payment sys¬ 
tems, and Netscape, an Internet 
software provider, said the new 
system is "designed to acceler¬ 
ate acceptance of the Internet 
as a mainstream vehicle for 
commerce." 

In the past, users of Internet- 
based services have been con¬ 
cerned about the safety of 
using credit card numbers and 
making banking transactions 
on the open computer network. 


REUTERS 


8Y ZS2D NASSER 


Nothing to show for? 


ONE OF the topics that generates a healthy mix of criticizm 
and suggestions nowadays is the effectiveness of computer 
shows in Jordan. 

Upon talking to a number of managers in computer compa¬ 
nies over the last week, I have formed a bit of an understand¬ 
ing for what they would like our computer shows to resemble 
and the best ways they just to get around to doing that 
Apart from the 


fact that nobody is 
arguing the impor¬ 
tance of shows in 
educating computer 
users and marketing 
the latest products, 
it’s interesting to 
note that most man¬ 
agers in Jordanian 
computer companies 
complain that there 
are no real trade or 
specialist computer 
shows. 



What they would mejs *96 Shoppers Show 
like is to target a cer¬ 
tain category of pro- 

fessional users through specialized shows that serve that pur¬ 
pose. or through the shows held today. The main issue seems 
to be that of audience, and that’s what wc’U be focusing on. 

One of the proposals for doing [hat is by using an invita¬ 
tion-only approach by which every company participating in 
the show invires the people it wants to attend. 

These people are usually professionals who make purchase 
decisions in private and governmental organizations. In other- 
words, these people represent the corporate buyer who goes 
for big quantity purchases. 

This is what the larger computer dealers in Jordan want, to 
attract professional buyers who understand integrated solu¬ 
tions such as local arra networks that utilize Novell and so on. 

The general confmsus among managers in Jordanian com¬ 
puter companies is that we need to establish a clear difference 
between consumer shows and trade s hows . 

This brings to mind my visit to GITEX (Gulf Information 
Technology Exhibition) in Dubai where there are two simulta¬ 
neous events running: the GITEX Trade Show for business 
visitors which focuses on 'business needs and solutions' and 
the GITEX Shoppers Show for consumers looking for bar¬ 
gains on PC. peripherals and basically anything else. Maybe 
that's what we should do with the Middle East Technology 
Show (METS). 

That way, we could eliminate the complaints of companies 
who say that the show isn’t targeted at their audience. Actu¬ 
ally METS suffers from a bit of an identity problem. It’s a 
show without a defined audience. 

Maybe a separate shoppers show, would mean that all the 
major computer companies in the country which abstained 
from participating last year will choose' to participate in a 
well-organized trade show that runs at the same time. Also, 
that would give an added push to the seminars and lectures 
offered at the exhibition, as they would be aimed mainly at 
invited professional users interested in the trade show. 

In the midst of this whole argument it's important to 
remember that nobody wants to cancel consumer shows and 
that we ali believe in the importance of having a computer 
show which is open to the public. Besides, how else would 
home users see the latest technology? 

However, not every computer company in Jordan sells to 
the same audience and some of the bigger companies are 
removing themselves from the retail or consumer market 

In any case, maybe the presence of specialized organizing 
firms would bring that much needed ‘professionalism' that 
our computer shows lack. ■ 
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War crimes probers inspect 


Bosnian ‘killing fields’ 


Up to 7,000 people are missing from Srebrenica, a UN-designated (t safe area” in eastern Bosnia 
overrun by the Bosnian Serb army, a tragic episode that exposed the impotence of the UN 
peacekeeping mission and eventually led to the current NATO-led deployment in the Balkans 


By Tracy Wilkinson 
LA Times-Washington Post News Service 
GLOGOVA. Bosnia-Herzegovina—In 
ihe first such visit by a high-ranking 
Western investigator. Washington's sen¬ 
ior human rights official toured snow- 
covered fields thought to hold the bodies 
of Thousands of massacred Muslims and 
indicated that evidence is mounting to 
substantiate allegations of the deadliest 
atrocity in the Bosnian war. 

Under the watch of Bosnian Serb 
police, the official. John Shartuck. also 
inspected the bullet-pocked, btaod- 
5pattcrcd walls of a nearby warehouse 


where Muslims were apparently rounded 
up to be killed, as well as other scenes 
from the massacres that alleged!} fol¬ 
lowed the fall of the Muslim enclave of 
Srebrenica in July. 

Up to 7.000 people are missing from 
Srebrenica, a UN-designated "safe area" 
in eastern Bosnia overrun by the Bosnian 
Serb army, a tragic episode that exposed 
the impotence of the UN peacekeeping 
mission and eventually led to the current 
NATO-led deployment in the Balkans. 

“I'm afraid their fate could well be 
very clear, from the mass graves and 
mass executions that wc'vc heard about 



in rhe area." Shar- 
tuck. assistant US 
secretary of state for 
human rights, told 
dozens of reporters 
who accompanied 
him to the site where 
survivors say the 
mass graves were 
dug 

He added that 
there appears to he 
"overwhelming evi¬ 
dence" of "horrible 
crimes against 
humanity." 

"The ’ accounts 1 
had heard from eye¬ 
witnesses whom I 
interviewed in July 
... those accounts tof 
large-scale killing) 
were very strongly 
corroborated by what 
J saw today.'* Shal- 
tuck later said in a 
telephone interview 

from the Serbian cap¬ 
ital of Belgrade, 
where he was spend¬ 
ing the night. 

The allegations of 
large-scale execution 
and burial are not 
new and have been 
aired since shortly 
after Srebrenica fell. 
What is new is the 
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Muslim children will long remember the terrible tragedy that was committed 
against their people 


k 


Many orphans are left to pick up the pieces 


momentum building behind the investiga¬ 
tion and verification of the crimes as the 
fledgling peace in Bosnia Herzegovina 
opens a window of opportunity and rare 
access. 

Efforts to investigate are also taking on 
a sense of urgency 7 because of (cars the 
Bosnian Serbs will try to tamper with or 
dispose of the evidence while North 


Atlantic Treaty Organization peace 
enforcers continue to resist being drawn 
into the more active role of guarding 
grave sites. Shattuck. who was escorted 
by Bosnian Serb police throughout his 
tour of Serb-held territory, said he saw no 
signs of tampering by the Serbs and 
instead said their behavior was a "model 
of cooperation.’* 


Until now, Bosnian Serb officials 
have tried to keep the entire region off- 
limits to the outside world’s probing 
eyes. But pressure from former patron 
Slobodan Milosevic, the president of 
neighboring Serbia, forced the Bosnian 
Serbs to grant Shattuck access to the 
alleged grave sites. 

Two investigators from the UN war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague joined 
Shattuck on Sunday, making their first 
on-sitc assessments of the alleged 
graves. They are gathering evidence for 
the prosecution of the Bosnian Serbs’ 
two top leaders. Radovan Karadzic and 
military commander Gen. Ratko Mladic 
who have been indicted in the Srcbrcro 
tea massacre. 

More than 35.000 Muslims lived in 
Srebrenica when Bosnian Serb 

gunmen, ignoring international pleas, 
overran the enclave and expelled all of 
its residents. Mladic presided over tile 
ejection, according to survivors* 
accounts, promising people they'd be 

« "SuST" cncoura ging his men to 
rape and kill. 

As the town fell, an estimated 15,000 
Musum fighters tried to escape through 
forests to govemment-heki territoty, 

ItiiCJ?™ ^ il « w„ e 

^ U: <xhcrs wc « raptured 
rounded up and killed, the survivor 

1 5& may huricd in Glogova 
0f . l shd,cd andmins’ 
S f Vc . n m,,cs nonh of Srebrenica 


Shattuck said the site was probably the 
burial ground of about 2,000 men who 
surrendered to the Bosnian Serbs. 

Disguising themselves as UN peace¬ 
keepers to lure the Muslims from their 
forested hiding places, the Serbs report¬ 
edly herded the Muslims into the ware¬ 
house of a food-processing company in 
the town of Kravica, about four miles up 
the road from Glogova. 

The Serbs, survivors said, then opened 
Fire on the corralled men with guns and 
grenades. 

Its modem facade partially charred, the 
warehouse faces the main road. Inside, 
bullet and shrapnel holes cover the walls, 
and what appears to be blood is splattered 
and smeared in different places. 

Shattuck and his team also visited 3 
schoolhouse and gymnasium in the vil- 
£ge or Karakaj. about 25 miles north of 
Srebrenica, where captured Muslims 
were held before being taken out in 
groups of 30 into woods nearby and shot, 
then dumped into open pits, according to 
survivors. They also inspected purported 
mass grave sites at a soccer field near the 
of Nova Kasaba, where 
about -.,000 refugees were said to have 
been tamed before being executed. 

Ultimately justice and long-term 
pwee must go together." Shattuck told 
reporters at the soccer field. “We cannot 

unfit .k* 6 ! 30 end to ^terrible conflict 
_ ftcts known about - what 
occurred and justice is done.... That’s the ■ 
moral imperative.” ■ 
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